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DI ALOGUE 



WHICH PASSED BETWEEN 



Scipio and Berganfe. 
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Svipio. T^RIENt) Sergan/a^ let ws leave 
m^ the hofpital diis night to pm- • 
vidence, arid retire to this un- 
frequented place, where we^-may enjcy^ 
without being heard, this uncommon ni-; 
vour which heaven has granted to us both-, 
at the fame inllant. 

Berganfa. Scipio^ I hear you ^eak, and I 
am fenfiWe I fpeak to you, and yet I can*.; 
not believe it, bec?iufe I thiiJc oiir fpcakjAg 
is fo fupernatural. . •. l r 

Scip. What you fay, Berganfoiis vecyctrue* : 
acnd this prodigy is fo much the greater, \in 

B • 'i ^ V < • i) that 
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that we not only Ipeak, but with judgment, 
as if we were capable of reafoning, this be- 
ing the only difference between brutes and 
men, that man is a rational, and a brute an 
irrational creature. 

Berg. I undetftand, 5«^/<7, all you fay; 
and that you are able to Jpeak, and I to 
vnderftand, excites in me new admiration 
and aftonifhmcnt: It is true, that in the 
courfe of my life, I have many times 
heard our fuperior excellence, above other 
animals, Ipcjken of; and that fome have 
thought that we have a natural inftinft {o 
xjuick and penetrating in many things, that 
it differs Uttle from the faculty of rea- 
foning. 

! -&:p. Whit r haive heard nK>ft e3ctolled, ia 
o«r^cat,ihemory, our gratitude, andottr 
fktehty, fo that it is cuftomary >te piiit us 
ar^Jymbol of fnendfhip; aad in like man-^ 
ner yoa may have feen, (if you have ever 
rrfilacted it) that on thofe imarble monumentsi, 
where the perfons who are interred beneath 
afe'ipttefeAtedi when thfej- are man a«d wife, 
thftf^pll«eafc their, feet the fi^rc of a dog, 
<J5ilb«^^ -Jhatidof^ riiey 

prefervedan inviolable frietedmip and fide- 

;3yief^tb\<iiic.imolCher. ^ / 
.*jBfl^-:WgioikrwcU«i6tighythat there 

^€Jft dogsto lovmg,ahat they have xhr^^ *r. 

then^ ' 
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themfelves into the lame grave with the dcid 
bodies of their matters j others have ftaid 
upon their matters graves without ftirring 
a moment from them, and have voluntarily 
ftarved themfelves to death, refufing fo 
touch the food that was brought them : I 
know likewifey that after the elephant, ther 
dog holds the firft place for fagacity j next 
the horfe ; and laftly the ape. 

Scip. I allow it to be to-, but ftill you 
mutt own, that you have never cither Iccn 
or heard tJiat any elephant, dog, horfe, or 
ape, ever Ipoke. From wheiice I cojiceiye, 
that this our Ipcaking fo of a fudden, falls 
under -the denojnination of thojTe things 
which are called prodigies v which, when 
they happen, experience iias fliewn, ^thi^at 
fome great calamity threatens the world. 

Bergs I believe, indeed, that this pre- 
fages no good to the world-, fojr I heard, a 
ftudent fay, a few days fmce, going through 
jiUala de Hemres — 

Scip. What did you hear him fay ? 
. Berg. He laid, rfiat out of five _tl\oufaq<f 
ftiidents that frequented the unWcrfity that 
year, two thouland of them ftudied phyfic, 

Scip. But what do you infer from that ? 

Berg. I infer, that either thefe two tho\i- 
fand phyficians mutt always keep people 
Iick> that they may have employment^ 

B a ' ^ (whi^h' 
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(which would be a fiifficient plague and 
misfortune to the world) or elfe they them- 
felves muft ftarve : But let it be as it will, 
we fpeak, be it a prodigy or not, for what 
heaven has ordained fhould come to pafe, 
BO human prudence or diligence can pre- 
vent ; and therefore we have no occafion to 
difpute by what^mpans, or wherefore we 
fpeak i but it will be better, fince we now 
have the opportunity, and know not how 

; long this our good fortune will laft, to make 
the beft ufe of it we can, and let us talk all 
this night, without giving way to fleep^ 
that it may not deprive us of this pleafure, 
fo long wiflied for by me. 
. B&g. And' by me alfo; for ever fince I 

' could gnaw a bone, I have been very de- 
firous to fpeak, that I might tell the things 
which I have kept in memory, the ideas of 
which, by length of time, and the variety 

" of them, were either very much conftifed, 
or elfe quite forgotten : But now that I fee 

. myfelf lo unexpeftedly enriched with this 
divine gift of fpeech, 1 think to enjoy it as 

" much as I can, and make the beft ufe of it, 
by telling every thing that I can cecoUeft, 
although it may be in a.confufed and undi- 

' gefted manner •, for I know not how foon 
this blefling which is now lent me^^ may be 
rec^uired again. - - 

Scip, 
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Sap. Let tlus be the method, friend :5^- 
£anfa. This night you fliall give me ^n- 
account of your life and adventures to, t^ 
prefent time; and, if to-mofrow night ype 
enjoy the g^t of fpeakii^ I will relate 
mine to you ^ for k is better to 4>!^d the 
time in relating our own aJBTairs, than j^-^ 
deavouring, to know other people's* 

Ber;g. I have always, Sc^o^ acccwpt^d 
you (Uicreet, and now I jdo it niore thipi 
lever, &ice, as a friend^ you afo willing to- 
impart to me your adventures. :I ihdJ^ ia 
like manner intonn you of min^,. agreeable 
to the time thus appoinX^«-rBut foe». fi#,. 
]f no one hears us. 

Sap. Not a foiiii Jdbcjatvej fer.*lthqi^h: 
^re is hard, by a fi|]4ier ta)(iiig iw«i4^, 
jet at fuch a time he will be nioi:e ready fa* 
fleep, than to jiearken.tp 2»y one. 

Ba^. W^, if I can /peak with fa muith: 
iecuriiy, g^e atten^jon^ and.if I IhQ^ lire 
you with my Telatioii, .etfher.^htde ttaew j^r 
4id me hold jny. peace. 

Scfp. Speak till .m<»Ttfiig, cor uo^ wt are 
heard. I ihall hearken to you with a^gi^at 
deal of {Heafure, without iatonij^ting jmh 
mdeft I fee it iieeeflEiry.' ^ 

B0^. I coi^e^uie, th^t tlir firlt liinail 
law the fight, was in a flaughter^ouiSb ^at 
Smlki \Uqw^ .wbeiice Xihould. oonclyid^, 

B 3: (was 
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(was It not for that which I ihall acqaamf 

you wkli pr€fefttly)\that I was defcended 

from fome of thofe maftiffs which are trained 

-^p by the fons of noife and confiifion, com- 

' monly called biitchers : The firft matter 1 

- had, was one Nicholas the Flat^nofed^ a lufty 
young feflowy -as' deceitftil and choleric as 
the reft of his iMother butchers-, this fame 

- Nich'oki^' taught me and my felldw puppies 
• to^ nm^af buUsi, and catch them by the ears ; 

at which maxim I ibon became very expert. 
Scip. 1 do not wonder at it^ Berganfa^ for 
as we aye naturally prone to illj we quickly 
;.Iearn4opra6Hfe-it. .. 

Berg. What would you- hdve faid, Scipis^ 
j'if youh^d-fe^h what I (awin- Ae flaughter- 
^ ho^fe, stod the extravagant tlwngs whidh 
' are tranlkftcd there ? In the firft place, you 
muft look upon all that are employed there- 
:'mvfrOnt the leaft to the greateft, as a fet of * 
op€o|4tt extremely wicked, having no cor- 
"ifcisnGe'^of-'religioft, nor any regai'd for the 
' king, or his laws, the greateft wlK>re-mafteis, . 
' «nd th« moft btood-^rfty men alive : But 
:* nol^Hig attoniflied ine more, nor feemed to 
^m%^ mof€t ikoDking, than to lee th^fe butch- 
ers make no more of killiftg O'Chriftiati, than 
Tif tlky were flicking a- bull. If was rarely 
a dby pafled without fray^ and fcttood-fheJ, 

and tomctimeS' not without murders v '^^y 
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sSl vaiuc themfelves en being valiant, btrt 
their courage is no more than a brutal fury, 
and yet there is not oiie of them who has 
not his guardian angel, in the monaftery of 
San Franci/coj to whom he offers up, on cer- 
tain days, fome part of the meat he fteals* 

Sicip. Friend Berganfiiy if you are as long 
in relating the qualities and occupations of 
all your mafters^ as you have been about 
this, we ought to pray to heaven to grant 
tis the gift of ^eech for a year^ at leaft, 
and even then, I fear, that at the rate you 
go on, yoa would not have told half your 
ftory : And I ^11 caution you of one thing, 
which you Ihall fee a proof of, when I re- 
late my adventures ; and that is, that fome 
relations have a peculiar graee naturally in 
themfelves,. others in die manner of teUing 
them; i mean, that there are ibme which 
pleafe, though they are told vdthout imy 
f»-eamUeorflou]d(hing of words; others there 
are, which muft be fet off with the moft 
elegant terms, and die voice and geftures 
adapted tadiem ;- and by thefe means^ftories 
which arc of themfelves dull aad. infipid, 
become lively and entertaining;- and forget 
not to make uie of thiscautioa in what you 
have to'fky moiie;. 

j?^.IwiU(&xfo>.if Lanraldc^ aldibugh 

Ibe- 
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I beficve it will be a very difficuk taflc for 
me to forbear. 

Seip* Whatever you do, bridk yotjir 
tongue; for the want of this precaution, is- 
the caufe of the great mifchiefs of humaa 
life. 

Berg. \ fay then, that my mafter taught 
me to cany a basket i& my mouth, and to^ 
defend it from aoy one ^iriio attempted ta 
take it from me ; he likewife taueht me to 
know his miftrels's houie, and by this means 
ikved her the trouble of fending her fervant 
. to the ilaughter-houfe, for I always carried 
her early in the morning, what he ftc^ in 
the night. 

As I W8S oftcc goiiig TOT diligendy at 
break of day to carry fomedung to her, I 
heard ibmebody call me by my name out 
ef a window: I iDoked up, and faw a very 
^'beamifiiLyoungAvnman; Illoptiilitde: She 
came down to the door, .and calkd me 
again ; I went to iier, as if it were to fee 
what fhe wanted, which was npthb^ more 
than to tAx from me what I carried in my 
baiket, ^and put an okl patten in its ftead. 
Having t^en away what ihe wanted, Ihe^ 
&id. Go and t/^Ntdulas the Fkt-miA^^pmv 
mafter, that he ffaould not truft to anmals, . 
and remiiid.'h2m.<xf.thc old proverb^ P&n- 
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der a wolf^ tM it he hut of an hairy and that 
of bis forehead. I could cafily have taken 
it from her ^ain, but I would not, becaufe 
1 was unwilling to defile her white and de- 
licate hands, with my dirty and bloody 
mouth. 

Scip. You did very well; it being the 
prerogative of beauty to command relpeft. 

Berg. Yes, yes, I was mighty refpedtfnl 
indeed, and I was highly rewarded for it 
too, as you fhall hear prelently ; I returned 
to my mailer with nothing but my patten^ 
he thought that I returned fooner than ufu- 
al, and feeing the patten, guefs*d what tridc 
had been put upon me, upon which, this 
bloody man begun to fwear moftr horridly^ 
and pulling out his long knife, flruck at me 
with fo much fury, that if I had not flip*d 
afide, you would never have heard this re- 
lation, nor many others, which I intend to 
tell you : I fet feet to the ground, and fcam- 
pered away as faft as my legs could carry 
me through the fields that are behind St. 
Bernardo^ not taking any particular road, 
but guided wholly by fortune; that night 
I lay in the open air, and the next by good 
luck, I met with a flock of fheep -, as foon 
as I faw them, I thought I had found the 
center of my happinefs and repofe, think- 
ing the. care and guard of the flocks to He 

thfe 
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the proper and natural employment of dogs^ 
and which may be redconed a great and 
])oble virtue, as it confifts in protecting and 
defending the hiunbk and weak from the 
proud and powerful -, no fboner had one of 
the three Ihepherds, who kept the flock, 
fcen me, but he called me, and I, who de- 
fired nothing more, went to him, hanging 
down my head, and wagging my tail, he 
itroaked me, opened my mouth, and ipit in 
it, he examined my jaws, &und the marks 
e£ my age, and iaid to the other ihepherds^ 
that I had all the marks of a dog of a good 
breed ; juft at this inftant came the mailier 
of the flock, mounted on a grey mare, and 
armied with a lance and target, that he 
ieesned mere like a knightrerrapt, than a 
mafter of a flock ; he alked the/ fhepherd, 
what dog is that, he looks like a good one?^ 
Yow worlhip may be aflured of that, an- 
iwered the fliepherd, for I have examined 
him nicely, and there is not one mark in 
him but promi&s well j he came here juft 
now, and I know not whofe he is, but I 
am fure he does not bebog to any of the 
flocks hereabouts: Since it is fo, replied he, 
let them put him on immediately the collar 
of Leonziltoy the dog that died, and give 
him the fame allowance as the refl, and 
make much of him^ that he may take a 

liking 
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liking to the flock, and continue in it ; fay- 
ing this, he went away, and the fhepherd 
immediately piit about my neck, a collar 
full of fteel points, having firft given mc 
in a trough, a great quantity of bread foak'd 
in milk ^ he likewife named me, calling me 
Barzino. I was very well pleafed with my 
fecond mafter, and my new office, and was 
very diligent and careful in watching the 
flock, without ever ftirring from it, except 
in the heat of the day, which I paflM either 
under the Ihade of fbme tree, or elfe of fome 
hill or rock, or upon the banks of fome ri- 
vulet, that gently glided through that place ; 
.and thefe vacant hours were not wholly un- 
employed, for I ipent them in calling to 
mind feveral thirigs, and more particularly- 
in reflefting on the ftrangc life I kad in jJie 
ilaughter-houfe, and that which my mafter 
and Ml thofe lead, who, like him, ar^ flavC3 
to the; extravagant, and never-fatisfi^d de- 
fires of tJieir miftrefles: O how many things- 
could I tell you now, which I learned m 
die fchdol of this butcher-lady! but I fhal! 
riot nftntion them, Idft you ftiould think me 
a cehforious pratter. 

Scip. Having heaid what u famous poet 
-among the andents faid, viz. That it ijsas a 
difficult thinjT tof&tbtnr liiriting Satires, I vnH 
alk)W yoa to point out faults, but not to 

injure 
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injure or wound the charafter of any one, 
by the thing hmted at; for that fatire is not 
good or commendable which hurts any one, 
though it may make many laugh ; and if 
you can pleafe without that, I Siall think 
you very difcreet. 

Berg. I Ihall take your advice, and will 
wait with great impatience, till the time 
comes for you to relate your adventures, by 
which I (hall know the faults I have com- 
mitted, in relating mine, and may amend 
them ; for I imagine, yours will be related 
in fuch a manner, that they may pleafe, and 
inftruft at the fame time. But to purfue 
the thread of my Itory, I fay, that in thofe 
quiet and unfrequented places where I pafs'd ^ 
the heats of the day, among many other 
things, I reflefted, that what I had heard 
iay of the Jives of Ihepherds, could not be 
true, at leaft of thofe which I fometimes 
heard my miftrefs reading of, in books which, 
treated wholly of Ihepherds and Ihepherd- 
cfles, relating how they pafled their whole 
lives in finging and playing on pipes, flutes^ 
and other fine mufical inftruments; 1 ufed 
to ftay to hear her read, and flie read how 
the Ihepherd jlmfrifo fung divinely Iweet 
the phrafes of the peerlels Belifardaj and 
that there was not a tree in all the moun- 
tains of Arcadia^ under which he had not 
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fat down to fing, from the time ^hat the 
fun arofe in the arms of Aurora^ till he fet 
in thofe of Thetis \ and even after the dufky 
night had jpread her gloomy wings over the 
face of the earthy he did not ceafe his me- 
lodious ftrains, and mournfiil complaints ; 
Ihe read how the fhepherd Elicia^ more en- 
amoured than couragious, did not keep 
within bounds, but forgetful of his own 
amours and flocks, intermeddled with other 
people's bufiriefs, concerning the delpair of 
Sir em y and the grief of Diana \ the Author 
faid, that he gave thanks to heaven ; and 
the fage Felicia^ who by the means of her 
inchanted water, unraveled that heap of in- 
tricacies, and laid open that labyrinth of 
difficulties ; I called to mind feveral other 
books of that fort which I had heard read \ 
but they were not worth thinking of. 

Scip.Tdkt my advice, Berganfa^ cenfure, 
fting, and go on, and let your intention be 
good, although your tongue may be a little 
too free. 

Berg. In thefe matters, the tongue never 
exceeds proper bounds, unlefs the intention 
is firft bad : But if by chance, through ne- 
gligence or malice, I Ihould cenfure any 
thing, I fhall only fay as the fool faid. Let 
i>m take the cap^ who thinks it fits him. 

C Scip. 
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$€ip. If you are difcreet, or would endea^ 
your to be ,fo, you will never fay any thing 
which you muft afterwards be obliged to 
^xcufe : But proceed in your ftory — 

Berg. I fay then, that all thefe refledlions 
which I have mentioned, and many more, 
jnade me fee the different lives and employ- 
ments my Ihepherds, and all in that place 
* Jead, from thofe. which I had heard read 
of in thefe books j for if mine fung, it was 
not in melodious ftrains, but See^fee^ the wolf 
someSy and fuch-like, a^nd this not to be the 
found of pipes or flutes, but to that of two 
crooks ftuck together, or elfe of a pair of 
ihappers which they held between their fin- 
gers-, their voices were not fi^e and delicate, 
nor ravifhingly fweet, but hoarfe and unr- 
jtuneful, that either alqne, or in concert, 
they feemed rathe;- to cry and grunt like 
hogs, thantofmg. Thev pafled the greateft 
part of the day in picking their fleas, or 
mending their fhoes; there were no fuch 
names .^impngfl; them as AnmlUsy Chloe^ 
Galatea^ PhiUis^ or Diatuh nor were there 
any AdoUs\Sy Endim&n\ Pbilorefs, or Sire- 
pbon\ nothing was heard amongft them but 
'Roger J Harry, and Dicki from whence I 
conclude, what I think all ought to believe, 
wz. That all thpfe books are mere chima^- 
rj»s of the brain, and written only for the 

enter- 
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elfe to do, and contain not the leaft truth 
in them ; otherwife there would have beeiv 
fome finall remains among my fliepherds, 
0f that moft happy life, and of thole plea- 
fant meadows, Ipacious woods, facrcd moun- 
tains, beautiful gardens, lympid brooks, and 
cryftal fountains; and or thofe chafte, and 
foft amorous expreflions, in this place, 
would have been a Ihepherd in defpair ; in 
another, a Ihepherefs j there, one would have 
been playing on his pipe j and here, another 
on his oaten reed. 

Scip. Enough, enough, Berganfa^ ftop your 
digreffions, and go on with your ftory. 

Berg. I thank you friend, Scipio^ for had 
• not you checked me, I was fo warm in dif- 
\ courie, that before I had flopped, I Ihould 
* have faid enough of thofe who had deceiv- 
ed me fo much, to have filled a volume. 
But the time will come, when I fhall be 
able to tell you the whole in better words, 
and with more judgment. 

Scip. Look at your feet, Berganfa^ and 
you will fpoil all, I mean, that you (hould 
confider that you are an irrational animal, 
and if you now Ihew , any figns of reafon, 
we have already both of us agreed, that it 
is fupcr-natural, and that fuch a thing was 
never feen or heard of before. 

C 2 ^^rg. 
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Berg. I fhoxild think fo too, if I was' lii 
my former ignorance ; but now I have re- 
collefted what I fhould haye told you at the 
beginning of our difcoi:rfe, I am fo far from 
wondering that I fpeak, that I ihall be 
more aftonifhed when I ceafe to fpeak. 

Sap. Cannot you tell me now, what you 
have recoUeded ? 

Berg, It is concerning a certain adventure 
which pafled between me and a famous 
witch, the difciple of Camacha of Montitla. 

Scip. Tell it now, I befeech you, before 
you proceed any further in the account of 
your life. 

Berg. I fliall not do it indeed, till its pro- 
per time J have patience, and give ear to 
my adventures in their natural order, and 
they will afford you the greater pleafure,, 
unlefs you want to know the middle before 
the beginning.. 

Scip. Be brief, and tell what you will, 
and how you will. 

Berg. I fay then, that I liked very welt 
my employment of guarding the flocks, 
reckoning that I earned my bread by . my 
labour, and the fweat of my brow,, and 
that idlenefs, the root and mother of alt 
evil,' would not Ipoil me, for if I was idle 
in the day-time, yet I flept not a wink at 
night, the waives aflaulting and alarming 

lis 
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US v^ry often; and fcarcely had the (hep* 
herds faid to me, T0 the wdfy Barzino, but 
I run before the other dogs, to the place 
they pointed out to me, where the wolf 
was ; I nin through the vallies, fearched 
the mountain^ diligently, entered into the 
thickeft parts of the woods, leaped the 
ditches, crofscd the roads, and in the morn- 
ing returned to the flock, (without having 
found the wolf, or even fo much as the 
track .t)f himX panting, wearied^ torn by 
the buflies, and my feet pricked with the 
thorns. I commonly found in the flock,, 
either a lamb or a fheep killed, and half 
eaten by the wolf : I was in defpair to fc? 
of what litde fervice my great care and di- 
ligence was. The mafter of the flock came^ 
the Ibepherds went out: to receive him with 
the (kins of the dead fheep: tic blamed tha 
fliepherds for their negligence, and ordered 
the dogs to be beaten for their idlenefs; we 
was cudgeled heardly, and; the fliepherds 
were chided. After this, being feverely 
chafl:ifed without any fault, and ifijiding that 
my diligence^ nimblenefs and, courage, avai-* 
led nothing to take the wolf, I deterhijned 
to change my method^ and infl^ad of going 
out to feek him, as I ufedto do^ I was re- 
folved to keep near the flock, for fmce the 
wolf came there, it would be the likelicfl; 
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place to catch him : every week they alarmecf 
us, and in the darkeft night, I could fee the 
wolves, from whom it was impoflible ' for 
the flock* to defend themfelvesr I lay dowir 
behind a btifh, my fellow dogs paffed for- 
wards, and from hence I obferved, and faw 
two (hepherds lay hold of one of the befb 
fheep in the fold, and kill and tear it in 
ftich a mannerj that in the morning it ap- 
peared indeed, as if the wolf had been its- 
executioner. I was aftonifhed, and remained' 
as it 'were diunder-^ftruck fome time, when: 
I faw that the, fhepherds were the wolves, 
and that thofe who had the guard of it, 
tore the flock to pieces. They immediately 
acquainted their mafter with the havock 
the wolf had made, and gave him the (kin, 
and part of the ftelh, but the greateft and 
bed part they eat themfelves. The mailer 
fcoldedthem again, and the dogs were like- 
wife beaten : I would fain have faid that it 
was not the wolf, which deflrroyed the flock 
in that manner, but alas! I could notlpeak. 
All this filled me with aftonifhment and 
trouble. God help me, faid I to myfelf^ 
who can remedy this evil? Who will be 
able to tell that the defenders offend, that 
the centinels fleep, that thofe- who are trufted 
rob, and thofe who are for your guard killyou ? 
Sci^^ You fay very well Bcrganfa^ for 
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there is no greater nor more xrafty thief^ 
than the domeftic one^ and there^e more 
mifcarrjr of thofe who are ready to truft every 
one, than of thofe who are wary and circum- 
fpeft J but the mifchief is, that it is impoP 
fible for people to five in the world without 
trufting one another ; but let this reft where 
it was, for I would not be taken for a preach- 
er; therefore go on with your ftory. 

Berg. I was determined to leave this em- 
ployment, although I liked it fo well, and 
to feek out fome other, where at leaft I 
fhould not be puniihed for doing good, if 
I was not rewarded. 1 returned to Sevilky 
and got into the fervice of a very rich 
merchiant. 

Scip. What method did you take to get 
you this new mafter, for now a-days, it is 
a very difficult talk for a man of worth to 
find him a mafter, for our earthly mafters 
are very different from our heavenly one ? 
Thcfe before they receive any one into their 
fervice, enquire ftriftly whether he is of a 
good family^, prove his abilities, examine 
his comelinefe of perfon, and will even 
know whether he has good cloaths or no. 
But with God, the pooreft is accounted as 
the richcft, the moft hiunble^ as the bcft 
defcended ; and he requires no more in any 
one, than ar fincere ddire toferve him, to 
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receive his pay, which he gives with fo 
^ liberal a hand, that it exceeds our utmoft 
expectations. 

Berg.Thk is preaching indeed, my friend,, 
Scipiff. 

Scip. I think fo too^ and therefore I will 
have done. Concerning what you aiked 
me, by what means I got this new matter ? 
I make no anfwer, that humility,, as you 
know, is the bafis and foundation of alt 
virtues, arid without it there is nothing that 
deferves the name •, fo it removes all ob- 
ftruftions,, and overcomes all difficulticSt. 
and is always, in the end, attended witJt 
fuccefs ; it makes our enemies our friends; 
it allays the choler of the angry, and foftens- 
the arrogance of the proud ; it is the mo- 
ther of modelty, and the fifter of good^ 
nature; even vice, when accompanied with 
this, appears not fo odious, for its mildneis 
and gentlenejfe, may be faid to throw a veil 
over the crimes of the vicious, and hide 
the deformity of them : I made ufe then of 
this virtue^ when. I intended to be received 
intoiany houfe, having firft confidered well,, 
whether it was a houfe that would receive,, 
and could maintain a great dog, I imme^- 
diately went to the gate,^and when any 
ftranger, as I thought, came in, I barked 
at huini but when the. maiter of the houfe 
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£rame, I hung down my head, and wagping 
my tail, went to Mm, and hcked his feet. 
If they-^beat me away, I endured it pari- 
cndy, and even fawned upon, him that 
ftruck me ; fo that feeing my perfeverance 
and good-nature, no one could find in his* 
heart to beat mc a fecond time. Having 
played this game once or twice, I was re- 
ceived into the houfe, where I was always 
very diligent, and quickly gained the love 
of every one. I was feldom turned away, 
though I oftentimes ufcd to tsikt French leave, 
or, in other words, run away. 

Scip. In the fame manner as you have 
mentioned, I got my mafters, and it feems 
as if we read each others thoughts. 

Berg. If I am not deceived, I know how 
we came to agree in thefe things, and I will 
tell you in its proper order, as I have al- 
ready promifed : But now give ear to what 
happened to me — after I had left the flock 
in the keeping of thefe rafcals, I returned 
to Seville, , as I have already laid, which iff 
the fupport of the poor, and the fhelter of 
the delpifed, and not only thofe of an infe- 
rior rank are contained within it, but its 
grandeur, and extent is fo great, that even 
the rich and great ones are obfcured, and,^ 
as it were, loft in it. I went up to the 
gate of a great houfe belonging to a merch^- 
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aiit, I made: my ufual applications, and was 
fobn received into it, where they kept me 
tied behind the gate in the day-time, and 
let me loofe at night ; and on my part^- I 
was very diligent and watchful, barking at 
ftrangers, and growling at thofe I was not 
acquainted with ; I kept awake all night, 
taking, my rounds about the court-yards, 
and going upon the terrafles, keeping ftxidt 
watch on every fide of my matter's and tb^ 
neighbours houfes : my mafter was fo well 
pleafed with my good feryice, that he or- 
dered them to treat me well, and to give 
me a quantity of bread, and the bones 
which were carried away, br flunff from his 
table, and the remains that were left ia 
the kitchen, for all which I Ihewed myfelf 
very thankful, leaping about with the 
jgreateft Joy imaginable, whenever I faw 
my mafter, efpecially when he returned 
home, after he had been out ibme time : 
and fo great were the figns of joy I gave, 
and fo many the leaps, that my mafter gave 
orders I Ihouki be untied, and go loofe 
both day. and night: as (oou as I was un- 
untied, I ran to my mafter, and round him 
feveral times, b^t without daring to lay my 
paws on him, calling to mind the fable of 
-^fop, When thi afs was fo. much an afs^ that 
be wQuU n^s fawn upon his mafi&Ty in th^ 
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fame manner as a favourite lap-dog ufed to do^ 
and was heartily cudgelled for ins fains. This 
fable, inmyopinion, was defigned to Ihew, 
that what is agreeable and becoming in one 
man, may not be fo in another, and that 
every one ought to live and aft according 
to their proifeffion and quality: Let the 
tufFoon deal about his jefts; the ftroller 
play tricks, and vault in the air •, the fcul- 
lion bray like an als ; and the man of a 
lower clafs, imitate the finging of birds, 
and the different geftures and adfUons of ani- 
mals and men ; but let not the man of rank 
and fortune, ever concern himfelf with 
thefe things, for though he may arrive to 
the greateft degree of excelleiKy in them, 
yet it will not redound in the leaft to his 
honour or credit. 

Scip. Enough, Berganfa^ go on, for I 
-tinderftand you. 

Berg. Would to God, that thdfe upon 
whofe account I mention this, would un- 
derftand me as well as you do, for I know 
not what good qualities I have myfelf ; but 
it gives me the greateft pain to fee a gen* 
tleman of fortune afting the part of a jug- 
gler, and highly valuing himfdf, becaufe 
he can play the cups and balls, and that he 
furp^ffes every one in dancing the chacona* 
I knew a gentleman^ who thought he had 
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performed a noble aftion, in havings at the 
requeft of a fexton, cut out thirry-two 
flowers in paper, to be placed on a monu- 
ment ove the black cloth ; and he made 
fo great an account of thefe cut papers, 
that he carried all his friends to fee them, 
with as much oftentation and pleafure, as if 
he was cariying them to fee the colours and 
Ipoils of enemies, that were hung up over 
the fepulchres of his anceftors. But to re- 
turn to my ftory, I fay, the merchant, my 
mafter, liad two fons, one about twelve 
years of age, the other fourte^Vwh6 ftudied 
grammar in the Jefuits college ; they ufed 
to go thither with great pomp, on horfe- 
back, if it was fair, or in a coach, if it 
rained, attended by their tutor, and follow- 
ed by two or three pages, who carried 
their books, and that which they call their 
Vade-mecum^ or theme-book : Seeing theni 
go with fo much pomp and grandeur, 
made me take notice of, and refleft on the 
great plainnefs with which their father went 
to the exchange to tranfaft bufinefs, for he 
never carried any fervant with him but one 
blacky and if ever he rode out, it was on a 
little mule, which made a very fliabby ap- 
pearance. 

Scip. You muft know, Berganfa^ that it 
is the cuftom and temper of the merchants 
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of Sevilk'i^ and likewife of other great ci- 
ties, to fliew their grandeur and riches, not 
in themfel^tes, but in the peribns of their 
fons, fo that the merchants are greater in 
their fliadows than in themfelves : And as 
they fcldom concern themfelves with any 
thing but their mercantile affairs, they ufe 
no pomp, but go after a plain and decent • 
naanner: As they are ambitious to appear^ 
great, and think their riches avail nothing, 
iinlefs Ihewn to the eyes of the public, fo 
they bring up their fons in as much pomp 
and grandeur, and caufe the fame refpe<5t 
tQ be paid them, as if they were the fons . 
of fonie prince •, and there are fome who 
purchafe them titles, and the honour to 
wear that mark on their breaft, which • 
makes fo great diftinftion between the nobi- 
lity and common people. 

Berg. It is ambition indeed, but it may 
be reckoned a generous one, to endeavour * 
to better our condition, if it is done with- 
out injuftite or oppreffion. 

Scip. But ambition feldom or never pb-^ 
tains its end, without hurting fomebody^ 

Berg. We have already . fai|l, that we , 
muft not calumniate, 

Scip. You fay true, and therefore I ca- 
lumniate no more. 
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Birg. JSim liind what I have often heard 
fiud^ to be true, viz. a malicious detrador will 
caliunniaoe a dozen families, and fcandalize 
twenty good> men ; and if any one reproves 
him for what he has faid, he will aniwer, 
chat he meant no harm ; and if he has iaid 
any, he did not do it with defign ; and if 
he had thought it would have given <^ence 
to any one, he would not havt iaid it : In 
good truth, Scipic^ he ought to know much, 
and have a great deal of patience, who 
would*' converfe two hours together, witiv- 
out railing at one or anoth^ ; for I fee in 
my&lf, who am a brute animal, that at 
every four lentences I ipeak, malicious 
and ill-natured words come in my mouth as 
faft' as flies about wine : Wherefore, I fay 
again, what I hav^ faid* before, that- we de- 
rive a tendency to do, and fpeak ill, froqi 
our firft parents, and fuck it in with our 
milk, which is cvidendy enough fecn ; for 
fcarce has the infant got his arms looie 
from thelwaithing bands, but it lifts up his 
hand to rev«ng^ himfelf of any one whom 
he thinks has offended him ; and almoft 
the firit word he ipeaks plain, is to call his 
nurfe, or mother, whore'. 

Scif. You lay true^ and I confefs my 
fault, but I hope you will excufe me, fince 
I have excufed you to manyj and from 
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hence fbrwards let us rail no more, htt go 
on with your ftory, which you broke oflf 
when you w as relating the pomp with which 
your matter's fon» went to the Jefuits^ col- 
lege. 

Berg. I agree to that at all hazards ; for 
though I think it a very difficult thing to 
leave off railing, I think to make i\fe of 
fome fuch remedy as I have heard fay a great 
iwearer made ufe of, who, repent ng of his 
bad cuft<»n, every t-me he fwore after- 
wards, gave himfelf a pinch on the arm, or 
kiffed the ground, as a punilhment for his 
&ult I but yet with all that, they fay, he 
could not forbear fwearing : So I, every 
time, go contrary to- the advice you have 
^iven me, and contrary to my own refolu- 
tton, not to rail : I will bite the tip of my 
tongue, till it ma^ pain me, that I may 
avoid doin^ it agam. 

Scip. This is fijch a remedy, that if you 
make ufe of it, I exped you will bite fo 
often, that you will at laft bite your tongue 
off, and that indeed will be the way to pre- 
vent your railing. 

Berg. I will ufe my utmoft endeavour, 
and leave the reft to heaven j and fo I pur- 
fue the thread of my ftory. One day my 
mailer's ions happened to leave their theme- 
book in the jcourt-yard, where I chanced 
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to be at that time*,' and as I Had been 
taught by my firft mailer, the butcher, to 
carry a balket in my mouth, I laid hold of 
' the theme-book, and went after them, re- 
folving not to let it go, till I came to the 
Ichool; every thing happened to me as I 
wilhed, for my mailers feeing me come 
after them, with their book in my mouth, 
bid one of their pages take it from me, but 
1 was not in the humour to let him, but 
carried it into the fchool, which caufcd a 
great laughter in all the fcholars. I went to 
the eldeft of my mailers, and gave it into 
his hands, with a very good grace, as I 
thought, and fet myfelf down at the fchool- 
door •, my mailers were very well pleafed 

• that I ihould cany their book for them, 
which I did very willingly, and by this 
means led the life of a king ; for I lived 
entirely at my eafe, becaufe the fcholars 
ufed to divert themfelves with me ; and I 
made myfelf fo familiar with them, that 
they uled to put their hands in my mouth, 

• and even the moll of them w^ould venture 
to get upon my bacJc : They threw their 
caps or hats, and I fetched them again with 
great dexterity, and Ihewed that I did it 
with a great deal of pleafure. They gave 

• me to eat whatever they could get ; and 

• were- highly delighted wheft they had any 
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nuts, to fee me crack them like n inonk^t 
leaving the ihells^ and eating the kernels : 
Xhere ivas one, who to make proof of my 
abilities, hrou^ me in a hankerchief, a 
great quantity of fallad, which I eat as if I 
had been a chriftian. It was now winter, 
at which time rolls and butter in a morn- 
ing are very common at SeviBe^ with which 
I was likewlle feafled, ii> that man thaa 
two antonio's were ekher pawned or fold 
every day for my breakfaib In a word, I 
lived a fchoWs life, without either hunger 
or the itch, which is the onfy thing want-^ 
ing to make it encirtly s^reeabk *, for wa* 
it not for the itch, and a hungry belly, twa 
inlepai;able companions of fchool43oys, there 
would be no ftate of life afibrd more fatif*^ 
i^j^oa oc diverfion^ becauie, here virtue 
and pleaiure go hand in hand together^ 
and our youth is Ipent^ ibme times in learch- 
ing out the paths of wifdbm, and at other 
times, in innocent pleafures and diverfion^» 
But at laft, as my ul fortune would have it,, 
the mailers took it in their heads, that their 
icholars did not employ the half hour thert 
is between lejSbns, in k)oking over their 
books, but in playing with me ; and there^ 
fore tiiey ordered them to bring me no more 
to icboQl ; they obeyed, and returned jrie 
to my old poll, behind the gatc^ and mt 
;. • D 3 old 
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dd m^er forgetting the Kbcrty he had 
given me before, of going loofe both day 
and night, now confined ray neck to the 
chain, and my body cd a little mat, which 
they laid behind the gate. Aif. ! my friend 
Scipio^ did you but know how ftiocking it 
is to £^1 from a happy and agreeable ftate 
of life to- a . painful and miferable one i 
Whea misfortunes rowl in upon us with a 
full current, and without any^ intervals, of 
' cafe, they either quickly bring on death, 
and put an end to all- our pains, .or .the con* 
ftancy of them, inures and accuftoms us to 
bear, them, which makes the fharpeft af^ 
fliftions feem lighter, and more tolerable ; 
but wh«n from an unhappy and diftreffed 
condition, all of a fudden, and without fo 
much as expefting it, one is - raifed to ,a 
proiperous and agreeable* Hate, and foon 
after reduced to our former, condition, the 
pains and misfortiiheswe have gone through, 
are fo piercing, that life itfelf grows a bur- 
den : I fay then, that I was forced to take 
up with my dog6 commons again *, and the 
bones which, a black belonging to the houfe 
threw me, and even thefe were tithed by 
two boar-cats, who, as they were lobfe^ 
G0\ild eafily take whatever fell* not within 
the reach of my chain. Brother Scipio'j 
icar me with, patience, philofop^ize a littk^ 
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fo may heaven grant you all your defires % 
for, if I Ihould omit to mention fome 
things which happened to me, at that time, 
which I have this moment recollefted, I be* 
lieve my hiftory would not be compleat, 
nor of any advantage. 

Scip. Take care^ Bergan/a, that this in*^ 
clination, which you lay you have juft 
now to ph lolbphize, be not the tempta^ 
tion of the devil j for flander has no better 
veil to difguife and conceal its wicked in*- 
mentions;, than^for the-flanderer tathink, that 
all he fays are the fentences of philofophers^ 
and that to Ipcak ill of any one, is only a 
friendly rebuke j and to lay open the faults 
of another, a commendable zeal. And if 
you fearch and enquire into the life of any 
oi^of thefe flanderers, you will find it full 
of vices and infolcnce ; and having pro- 
mifed this, I permit you. to philofophize as 
much as you will. ♦ 

Berg. You may be j^ffured', Sdpio^ I fhafl 
not rail at any one, becaufe I am deter- 
mined againft it. And fo to proceed in my 
ftory ; I fay, that I was idle the whole dayi, 
and* idlenefs is^the mother of thoughts, I 
employed myfelf in calling to mind feverJd 
£^//» fentences, which I ftill remembtfad^ 
out of many which I had heard, when I 
went to the fchool along with, my maftera, 
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$nd I iinagined my unerftandiii^ ibmewhat 
improved by them, and reiblved, as though 
I had been abk to fpeak* to make ufe of 
diem on proper occafions* but not in the 
fame manner as fome ignorant pedants do> 
who, in all forts of conversation, intermix 
with almoft every fentence little fcraps of 
LaUHf making thofe believe who do not 
underftand it, that they are great fcholars, 
when they fcarce know how to decLne a 
fioun, or conjugate a verb. 

Sap. I look upon this a lefs fault* than 
that which ibme of thole who really under^- 
ftand Lafin^ are guilty of, who often are {o 
indifcrcet, that if they talk with ever fo in* 
dificrent a perfon, throw out their Laii» 
fcntences like water. 

Berg. From this we are to infer, ths^he 
h guilty of as great a faulf who fpeak'^jLj* 
tin before thole who are ignorant of it, as 
he who pretcndft to fpeak it, when he does 
not imderftand it himfeif. 

S£^. I can likcwile t^ jou another 
thing, which is, tliere are fom^,*who though 
they aregreat lMt$mfi;$^^ytt are great afics. 

Berg. W ho can make' the leaft doubt of 
that ? For it is evident enough, feeing that 
in the time of t Le Romans^ when they all 
fyo^ic Lctin^ bfeng their mbther-tonpue^ 
riiere wexe lome blockheads amongft tiiCm, 
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whom the peaking of Lalin did not cxenfe 
.from being fools. 

Scip. To know how to hold one's peace 
in our mother- tongue, and how to fpeak in 
Latin^ one has^ need of much difcrerion, 
Berganfa. 

Berg. You fey true, for a foolifh faying 
may as well be fpoke in Latin as in our 
native tongue, and I have feen, not only 
once, but many times, learned fools, and 
dull grammarians ; and thoie that under- 
flood nothing but their mother- tongue, fo 
ftriped with their threads of iMtin^ that 
they were enough to tire out the patience 
of every one. 

Scip. But let us leave this fubjeft, and 
begin your philofophickl reafonings you 
juff^now Ipokc of. 

Berg. I have already done fo 5 thefe arc 
them which I have juft now fihifhed* 

Scip. What do you mean ? 

Berg. I mean thofe about LatiniftSy &c 
which I began, and you made an end of. 

Scip. Do you call cenfuring other peqDles 
aftions phitofopbifing ? So it is : But, Ber- 
ganfa^ you may canonize, if you will, the 
curled plague of detraction, and give it 
what name you pleafe ; but I am fxire, it 
will give us the name of cynicks, that isi, 
of fiiarling dogs*^ and therefore I beg ybw 
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will hold your peace, and go on with your 
ftory. 

Bti^. How muft I go on if I hold my 
peace? 

Scif. I mean, that you fhould tell it with- 
out fo many digreflions. 

Berg. I fay then, that dame fortune, not 
contented with having taken me from my 
ftudies, and from the jovial and pleaiant 
life I paiTed in them, and with having 
<lra^[ed me to my old poft again behind 
the gate, nor with having changed my com- 
mons from the liberahty with which the 
fchoiars fuppfied me, to the fcanty morfels 
which the negro gave me, refolvcd to dit 
torb diat litue eafe and quteme& which I 
iliU enjoyed ; for you may hold it as a cef* 
tainty, ScipiOj that misfortunes follow the 
unfortunate, and find him out, though he 
hides himfelf in the remoteil comers of the 
earth : A negro woman, who lived in the 
feme houfe with me, happened to fall in love 
with a l>lack, one of her fcllow-fervants, 
who lay in the porch, which is between the 
outward and inward gat^ behind which I 
was tied ; they had not any of^portunities to 
come together, unlds in die night, juid for 
that purpofe they had either ftolen the keys, 
or got falfe ones ; and fo almoft every night 
the negro woman came doim» andftopping 
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mj mouth vnth a piece of meat, or cfaeeie, 
opened the door to the black, which fhe 
might eaiily do, having bribed me to hold 
my tongue, which (he purchaied at th^ ex<- 
pence ^ feveral things which ihe ftole for 
me ; for fome days me bribes of this ihe 
Uadc corrupted my honefty, I being afraid, 
that if it was not for thefe, my fide^ would 
be fo pinched up by my ihort commons, 
that from a mamff I fhould dwindle into a 
greyhound : But at laft, ftirred up by my 
natural good di^fition, I was retolved to 
do my duty to my maftcx, fince I received 
Jiis pay, and eat hi& bread; which is what 
not only faithful d(^s, but all who are in 
the capacity of Servants, ought to do. 

Stip. This may be called phil<^(^hy in*, 
deed, Berganfa! for theie are yfiit and true 
maxims ; and therefore go on. ■ ■ . ■■■» 

Berg. But firft tell me, I befcech yqu, if 
^ucan, what the word philofophy means ? 
foi:> though I name it fo often, I know, not 
what it is ; I only imagine it is a good thing. 

Scip^ I will tell you in a few wcwxis: 
TUs appellation is compounded q£. tm^ 
Gr^i»L words, which are, Pbilos ^x^Ssphiai- 
PJbilcs fignifies love, aod Sophia knowledge^, 
fo that phdlofi^hy fignifies love of know- 
kdgej and !a philofofaforc^ lov^r of know^. 
led^. 

' Berg. 
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Berg. You are extreamly wife, Scipio^ 
who the Devil taught you Greek ? 

Scip. In good truth, Berganfay you are 
very fimpk, in making fo great account of 
this, for thefe are things which every fchool- 
boy, even thofe in the loweft forms are ac- 
quainted with ; and there are likewife Ibme 
who pretend to talk Greeks as well as Latin^ 
who know nothing of either. 

Berg. This is what I fay, and I would 
have all fuch put into a prefs, and the juice 
of all their knowledge fqueezed out of 
them by main force, that they might not 
go about deceiving people with the tinfel of 
their fcraps of Greek and falfe Laiitiy as the 
Portuguefe <k) with the negroes m.Guinea. 

Scip. Berganfay you ought to bite your 
tongue now, according to your agreement; 
for we have been doing nothing all this 
while, but cenfliring peoples aftions. 

Berg. You fay true ; but I am not ob- 
liged to do as I have heard faid a certain 
^yrian^ by name Cboronas, did -, who made 
a law, which inflifted death on any one 
who came armed into the council-houfe ; 
but forgetting this law himfelf, he came 
one day into the council, with his fword 
girt upon his thigh ; fome of his friends 
advifed him of it, and he recoUefting the 
punifhmcnt inflided upon it by the law, 

drew 
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drew his fword in a moment, and run it in- 
to his breaft, and fo was the. firft who made 
the law, and the iirft who broke it, and 
underwent the penalty of it. What I faid 
was not to lay a law upon me, but only a 
bare promife, that I would bite my tongue, 
whenever I cenfured any thing v and now-a- 
days fuch things are not fo ftrifitly obferved, 
as formerly ; for to-day a law is made, and 
to-morrow it is broken, bscaufe perhaps 
it fuits not with our conveniency to keep it -, 
and in one moment we promife to amend 
our faults, and the he5ct fall into greater ; 
it is one thing, to commend good laws and 
regulations, and another to fubmit ourfelves 
to them ; in a word, faying and doing are 
two things ; let the devil bite himfelf if he 
will, for me, for I am not fuch a fool as to 
bite my own felf, nor praftife things upon 
a mat, where there is no one fees me, who 
may applaud my heroic a6tion3. 

Scip, I find by this, Berganfa^ that if you 
were a man, you would be a hypocrite, and 
that all your deeds would be only in out- 
ward appearance, done in the eyes of the 
world, . and covered with the cloak of vir- 
tue, that you might gain the praife of good 
men, as in general all hypocrites endea- 
vour to do. 
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Berg: I know not what I fhould do tlien, 
I am only ffcnfible what I ' fliall do now, 
which is, that r will not bite . my tongue, 
having fo many things to fay, that I know 
not how nor when I fhali be able to finilh 
them; and more fo, feeing I am afraid, 
leftatthfe break of day t)iirfpeech fhould be 
taken from us again, and then we mufb re- 
main in the dark, as to all thcfe things, 

Scip. Heaven ^ill be more kind to us, I 
hope; do you only follow clofcly the thread 
of your ftory, and do' not gO'T)Ut of your 
high road for the feke of thefe unneceflary 
digreffions,' ancl then, as long as your ftory 
is, you fooh* will finifb it. 

Berg. I fay.thenj thatfeeingthe impu- 
dence, thefts, and dilhohefty of the blacks, I 
was refolved, as a good fervant, to hinder it 
as much as lay in rny power: The negro 
woman came down, as I have already told 
you, to divert'herfelf with the blasck, ima- 
gining that' the pieces of meat, bread,- and 
cheefe, which me threw me, would . ftop 
my mouth: Bribes and gifts avail much, 
Scipio. 

Scip. Much'indeed ; butno n:iore of your 
digreffionsi but go on with your ftory. . / 

Berg. I remember, that when I ftudied, 
I heard the mafter mention a Latin proverb, 

which 
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which I , think . they call an adage, which 
faid, Habet bovemin lingua. 

Scip. O!; in what an ill hour have you 
brought in your La^Wy have you fo foon 
forgcit what we laid a little while ago, ag^nft 
thole who intemuxed fcraps of Latin ; when 
they were difcourfing in their nniother- 
tongue ? 

Berg. But this Latin comes very apropos -, 
for you muft know, that the Athenians had 
amongft. their other coins a piece of m :- 
ney ftaniped with the figive; of an ox -, 
and when any judge, for, the fake of a 
bribe, had.pafled feiitence in any affair, 
con traty to Tight .reafon. and jqftice, they 
ufed to fay ^. Hehasm fix upon biS: tongue. 

Sc^^ . But I -do^ not. fee how., you apply 
this? 

. j5^^. No! why, it is: plain enough -, for 

if the bribes,, of the n^gro wppjan .could 

make me dumb- m^ny d^iys,, that I neithea: 

.would, nor dared to bark, when fhe. came 

.down to fee her beloved blacki I have .rea- 

fon to fay bribes are very powerful/ 

, Scip, I haye.alreJidy.ailf^^ercd. you, that 

they are fo ; . and if it was not for making a 

« long digreffioai, I could prove, by a thou- 

fand c:5E<ampJ^, the gre^t force of bribes ; 

bjfit perhaps. I Ihall tell it you, if heaven 
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grants me time, opportunity and ipcech, 
to relate to you my adventures. 

Berg. May God grant you what you de- 
fire; but give attention to me. At laft, my 
good difpofition and refolution overcame 
the corrupting bribes of the negro woman^ 
who coming down one very dark night, to 
her ufual diverfion, I went up clofe to her 
without barking, that I might not difturb the 
eople in the houfe, and in a moment tore 
er fhifr quite to pieces, and tore out a 
piece of her thigh, a jeft, which was fuffi- 
cient tomake her keep her room eight days in 
earneft, pretending I know not what dif- 
order to her matters : As foon as (he was 
well, fhe came down again one night, and 
I renewed the fray again, and without bite- 
ing, fcratched all her body, as if I had been 
carding a blanket : We had aH our batdes 
to ourfelves, and I always came off conque- 
ror, and the negro womaii fl»pped from 
her defign, very much out of humour : 
But my poor carcafe fufFered fevetely for 
her anger, and the marks of her difplea^ 
'fure might be feen pretty plainly upon me \ 
ftie left off giving me my ufual allowance^ 
•fo that my backbone began to ftare, and 
you might eafily have counted all my ribs : 
But with all this, although they k^pt me 
from eating, they could not keep me from 
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barking; and, therefore the negro woman, 
to make an end of me, brought me one 
day a fpung^, fried in butter : I refufed to 
eat it> kjn.OY^;%g rf>? iU qvialities . of it, and 
that it w^ wprfe.than crooked pins, be- 
caufe it ftick« faft in the ftomach, and 
never comes out again, without Ipfs of 
life. And . tjiinking it was impoffible for 
ir\e to pKffarye myfclf long from the fnares 
ol^.fuch bitter enemies, I thought it was my 
beft way to get. far enough from them, or, 
ifl other words, if I found an opportunity, 
tp run away. By goocf luck, I got loofe 
one day, ^nd without bidding adieu to any 
one in the houie^ I ran into the ftreet ; and 
fcarcely had I gone one hundred paces, but 
I niejt the ai^uazil, who, 1 told you at the 
fcjeginning of my ftory„ was a great crony of 
.my mafter Nicbdai the Flat-nos^d\ he 
knew me as foon as he faw me„ although I 
was nothing but (kin and bones, anii.c^led 
ipebymyname; I likewife knew him, and 
at his calling pie went tp him with my ufual 
cpniplimenrs and carefles ; he caught hold 
of; ine by my neck, and faid, to his two 
catchpoles, * This is a fierce and coura- 
geous dog, able tp defend us on any occa- 
.fion i I- know hjn> very well, for Le be- 
longed once to an intimate friend of mine, 
' let us carry him home with us/ The catch- 
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doles were very well plealed, andCiid, that 
if I was a dog of courage, I fliould be of 
great Service to them all. They would have 
Rid hold of me to have carried me> but my 
mafter told them^ that there was rio'occa- 
iion for it, for I would follow them of my 
dim accord, becaufe I knew him. I* for- 
got to tell you, that a gipfey took from mc 
the collar of fteel points, which- 1 had on 
when I ran away, and left the flock, and 
thkt' in Seville I went without any ; but thfe 
alguazil immediately put me on a collar 
Ihidded with brafe. Riefleft now a little, 
Scipio^ how fortune has turned her wheel 
about •, yefterday I faw myfelf a ftudcnt, 
^nd to-day you fee me acatchpole. 

Scip. This is the way of the world, and 
I think you have no great occafion now to 
complain fo highly of the changes of for- 
tune ; for I fee no great difference there is.' 
between having a butcher or acatchpole 
for ones mafter. I have no patience to 
hear the complaints which fome men m^c 
againft fortime, when thfe greateft height 
of grandeur they ever could pretend to, was 
only the hopes and expectations of becom- 
ing a lady's gentleman ; with what bitter 
curies do they load her, and witK hoW ma- 
ilv reproaches will they revile her; and for no l^^ 
other reafonj^ but that the people who hear 

them 
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thcaih miay think they have fell from a high 
and ppctfperous condition^ to the poor and 
miferablt^ onie they* ate in at prefent. 

5ef^ Ywateinthe right; but to pro- 
ceed wkh my- ftory. I fiy, that thealgua- 
zil was »very- ifttimate with an attorney; they 
both kept company with two women of the 
town^ who had little beauty, but a great 
d<al of aflurance, and of that fubtilty and 
wheedling art which whores are common- 
ly expert in : They fifhed on fhore with 
both net and hook, as the faying is ; they 
drelfed themfelves in fuch a manner, that 
by the pip you might know what the card 
was, and in the twinkling of an eye one 
might fee they were ladies of pleafure. 
They were always upon the hunt after fo- 
reigners; and when the \B^/^rrf^^^y fleet ar- 
rived at'Cadiz^nd Seville^ then was the timx 
they brought grift to their mill^ not leav- 
ing oneFrwr/&w^» unattacked; When any 
one whofe pockets were well lined, and 
wHo' was- unacquainted with their fubtilties, 
fell intoh the hands of thefc fine ladies, 
they* immediately informed the alguaaii, 
and' the attorney, what houfe they went to ; 
and'when they were in bed together, they 
fuihed in tipon them, and apprehended 
^m aswhore-maftersf but they never car- 
ried- them to prifon, becaufe foreigners a.1- 

ways 
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^ays paid a fum of mpney to h^ ricj o^fycik 
a troublefoijie. affain It happened j them 
that CoiindreSj for that was the name oi; my 
n^after's lady, hpdc^jd a Frmckunc^y who 
agreed to fup^ and fpend the night. Wi]th)hej: 
at her lodgings .; (he exp^fted this wpuld 
have teen. a birave fifh, and . iiwnedi4t;ely 
gave the rod to my mafter, that he ^igli 
play him -, . a^d . fgarcely we/?, they i^dr^- 
fed when th,<^ . alguazil, the aitoi^^ey,^ two 
catchpoles, and I> mfhed in..upan>thein. 
The lovers, were in a terrible f^ight/j the al- 
giiazil cried vp the heinoufnefe of, thejyr 
crime, and ordered, then^ to drefs them- 
felves im^iediately,, that hje -might carry 
them to prifon ; the Fr^chmap was -almoft 
. f€;ared oHt of his , wit^ ; and the, attorn,ey, 
good man, out of me;:e charity and .pity, 
was mediator/, and by the fo^ce,of his. tf^ 
treaties reduced his pMnilhmeiit to the fiQall 
trifle of o|ily^ one. J^undred riak/ . Td^e 
Fr^nqbrmn afl^d: for, a pair of. leatheyr 
breeches, which he ,h^ laid- Qn a-^chaif at 
the bedjs feet, wherein. h^, ha4 i©i?ney, to 
purchafe his liberty;, but the breecjies 
<;ould not be foiuid afiy where \ and good 
r^afon why, for as fi;K)n as L came into the 
chamber, I fnuffed i^ip a delicatp fmell of 
b^cpn, which wais very refrefhing to me j I 
dilcoy^rcd frpni whence it proceeded, b|y 
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my nofe^ and found it was in one of the 
breeches pockets, I mean, I found therein 
a piece of rare gammon of bacon •, and , 
that I might feaft upon it the better, and 
pull it out withoiit being heard, I dragged 
the breeches into the ftreet, and there took 
•my fill of the bacon, without being dif- 
turbed, and made an excellent repaft. 
When I returned into the chamber again, I 
found the poor Frembman bawling out as 
lemd as lie could, in broken Spanifi>^ but fo 
thac he might be underftood, they fliould 
give iiim his breeches, and that he had in 
them fifty crowns in gold. The attorney 
thought either Cotindres^ or the catchpoles 
had ftolerthem ; the alguazil thought the 
lame : He called them afide, they all de- 
nied-it^- and gave themfelves to the devil, 
:if they knew^any thing about the breeches. 
I jS^ngwhat confufion and hurly-burly they 
■were' in, -i^an asfaft as I could to the ftreet, 
wfecre I had kft the breeches, thinking* to 
have brought them again, finceit was only 
thfe bacons and not the money, I wanted -, 
but -I found' myfelf as much to feek aa 
they were ^ for fome lucky perfoa pafling 
by/ had< already picked them up* . As the 
a^ua^H faw xhtFremhman had no money 
t6- bribe him, he- raved like a madman, 
aftd^iEhought to pump out. of the mifti'efs of 
1.. : the 
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the houfey what he could not get out of the 
Frenchman •, he ordered her to be. called 
up, and fhe came half naked ; when fbe 
heard the Frenchman fwearing. and. bewail- 
ing his fate, fhe faw CoUndres crying. in Jicp 
jQiift ; the attorney in an angry nic^ j the 
alguazil in afurious pafiion ; and the catch- 
poles dripping the room of every thing 
they could lay hands on •, fbe did not: half 
like this: The alguazil, without any. com- 
pliments,, ordered her to^drds hcr^f Wh- 
mediately, and come iatong. with him. to 
prifon, bec^\ife flie fqffcared.raen and j wo- 
men of bad repute to , rendezvous in her 
hiQufe; Nqw. it.fwa§ the /port began, and 
their noife. and b^wUng inGreafed,'and thek 
xonfufiqn wa^ greater than before y foTuthie 
landlady i cried, out, Mr> alguaziU andMjr. 
lawyc^Ty pl£»y none of \ your tricks . witH 
me, I befe^ch ypu, for 1 feie thiough them 
aU^ no, no, put npn^ of , your cheats .up- 
on me, but be quiet, and go about- .your 
bufinefej and Godrsgo. with lyou,-, if not) it 
will be non^ of nvy faulty if 1 2 turn .the 
houfe topfy'turvy,, and difqovar ,tbe,wk4>le 
myftery of^ this affair 5 fpr I very Widl knqw 
; who my lady Col^ndj^^s is^andl Wn<X% that itis 
many moi>ths that,mi|..alg^a9;il ha^; bei^n 
hprr.bully i ai^d. youh^dz-beft not.^prayctoe 
- roc. to e^^pUia myfejf anyiurth^r 5 but re- 
turn 
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lAjtn the' gentleman his money, that we 
ihay all be friends again, and not lofe our 
good name; for I would* have you to 
know, I am a woman of credit and reputa- 
tion t I have a hulband who has (God be 
praifed) an inftrument to prove his genti- 
lity, drawn up in full form, with the feals 
annexed thereto •, and I exercife my func- 
tion with' a good charaAer, and without 
pfejiidice to any one. I have the copy of 
my hufband's inftrument of gentility, nail- 
ed lup, where every body may fee it ; and 
therefore fling none of your fcandals upon 
mcj for by my faith I know how to clear 
rayfelf : It is likely indeed, a woman of 
&n6: honour, asl I am, fhould permit wo- 
men to bring in ftrange men< if fhe knew 
it; but they have the keys ' of their own 
apartments, and laiiinotfo quick-fighted, 
that -I can fee through feven walb. My 
mafters were quite thunder-ftruck- to hear 
the long : harangue of the landlady, and 
to fee how Ihe read them rhe whole hiftory 
of thieir lives ; but as they faw, there was 
no man whom they could get any money 
of j except it was of her, th^y perfifted in 
carrying her to prifon : She complained 
aloud to heaven of the irijiiftice they did 
her in her hulband's abfence, who was fo 
principal a gentleman. - The Frenchman 
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roared out for his fifty crowns : The carch- 
poles perfiftcd obltinately, that they had 
never feen the breeches, and faid, God 
forbid they fhould ever be guilty of any 
fuch thing:. The attorney prefled the al- 
giiazil privately, that he fliDuld fearch Co^ 
Undresj for that he fuipeded flie muft have 
the fifty crowns, it being her ufual cuftom 
to dive into the private fobs and pockets of 
thofe who fell into her clutches : She faid, 
that the Frenchman was drunk, and what he 
faid about the money was all a lie: In 
fhort, there was nothing but noife and con- 
fufion, crying and bawling, curfing and 
fwearing, and there was no pacifying them, 
nor would they have been till now, had not 
the civilmagiftrate of the night, at that very 
inftant, entered the tAatnber, who going 
his rounds through that quarter of the 
city, their noife and cries brought him 
hither : He alked what was the occkfion of 
this difturbance ? The landlady anfwered 
him in a few words ; ftie told him who the 
nymph Colindres was, who by this time 
had got her cloaths on ; fhe declared the 
great familiarity there was between her and 
the alguazil ; jfhe difcovered all their fharp- 
ing tricks, and their ways of robbing gen- 
tlemen; flie excufed herfelf, faying, that 
no woman of an ill charader had ever coijie 

within 
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within her doors, by her confent •, '{he 
canonized herfelf a faint, and her hufband 
for a good and holy man, and flie bawl- 
ed out to a young girl to run and fetch 
out of the great cheft, her hufband's 
inltrument of gentility, that his wor- 
fhip might fee it -, telling him, by that 
it would be plainly feen, that the wife 
of fo honourable a hufband could not 
do fuch an ill thing •, and that if ihe kept 
a lodging houfe, it was becaufe fhe was ne- 
ceffitated to it, and heaven knew how 
much it grieved her ; and that fhe had 
ngtuch rather, if fhe could, get her liveli- 
hood any other way, than by following 
that employment. The magiftrate, quite 
tired with her long tale^ and her prefum- 
ing fo much on her hufband's gentility, 
faid to her. Good madam, I do not at all 
doubt that your hufband has his inflru- 
ment of gentility, fince you tell n"ie he is a 
gentleman inn-keeper. And with much 
honoui;, anfwered the landlady ; and what 
family is .there in the world, let it be never 
fo good, that has not fome blemifh \n it ? 
What I fay to yovi^ madam, anfwered the 
magiflrate;, is, that you drefs yourfelf 
quickly, for you mufl come along with mc 
to prifon ; which news flruck the poor 
landlady to the grotmd •, fhe tore her fac^ 
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T/ith her nails, and feat forth piercii^g 
cries -, but notwitMlanding all this, the fe* 
vere magiftrate was not at all foftened, but 
carried them all to prifon -, namely, the 
Frenchman J Colindr^Sy and the landlady: I 
afterwards learned, that the FrenchmoH loft 
his fifty crowns, and even more, they fay, 
for they made him pay cofts ; the land- 
lady paid as much j and Cvlindres, who 
had friends in court, came off fcot-free : 
And the fame day they releafed her, flie 
caught a failor, whom Ihe made pay for 
the Frenchman^ by the* fame trick df in- 
fbrnrling the alguaziL Thus you fee, Sep- 
jp/V, how many and how great iriifchiels 
were bccaEoned by my gkitedny* 
• Sap. Rather fay, the knavery of your 
mafter. 

Berg. But give attention a little, for 
thefe were not ail the tricks he had, al- 
though it grieves me to fpeak ill of algua-^ 
zils and iawy«'S. ' '■ 

Scip. But- j|)eakiti^ ill of one, does' fiot 
include all*, * arc -there- not* fdfrte hdneft 
ones amongft them, wto^will hot concern 
themfelves but with' a good caiife ?• They 
do not all fpin out their fuits tx) the length 
of feven years, or * more; and take <fees of 
both parties, nor do they all tak^^ more 
than their dues, • arid inteai^edd5e and fo- 
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nrent diiputes in families, tx> make them- 
felvcs empkryment ; neither are they all in 
confederacy *w^th the judge, ias the old fay- 
ing has it. Do you trim my beards and I'll 
trim your for Hop : In the fame manner there 
are alguazils, who do not aflbciate them- 
felves with rafcally fellows and fharpers ^ 
nor do they all keep miftreflcs, as your ma- 
tter did, by Whofe help they may cheat 
people ; there are fome of them gentle- 
men by biith, and of gentleman-like dif- 
pofiti^ns; they are not all fiich bluftering, 
infolent, ill-bred, mean-fpirited v/retches, as 
thofe who go about to the inns meafuring 
foneigners fwords, and if they find themi 
but att hair's-bTeaclth longer than the due 
fize, they bring the owners of them into 
tfoublc 'j neither do they all ptetend to 
takfe XJp and releafe people, arid be botli 
judge and advocate, jult when they have a 
mind. 

Btrg. My mafter foared higher than all 
this/ and went ano^h^r way to work; he 
pfetendied^td be mijghty v^lianti, and to exe- 
cute dangerous arrefts ; but upheld his re- 
pu€a;tiidrt for vaiour, wirfu)Ut hazardihg'his 
patfc^, tho* his purfe Was forced to bleed!^ 
for it. One day he attacked fix noted 
biHv^^s under the gate Xeroz, without the 
a^S^ranee-of any one, neither coifld I-be of 
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any fervicc to him, my mouth being muz- 
zeled (for he ufed to keep me fo iii the 
day-time, and took it off at night) I was, 
quite aftoniihed to fee his boldnefs, bravery 
and refolution V for he made no more of the 
fwords of thefe fix ruffians, than if they 
had befen ofier twigs. It was indeed matter 
of wonder to fee with what agrlity he at- 
tacked ' them„ the thrufts he made, and 
with what fwiftnefs he turned his eye 
about on every fide, and what a ftrift guard 
he kept,, that they might not furround 
him. In a word, he was looked upon by 
me, and all who behekl the fray, as a fe- 
cond Don ^ixcle, having drove his ene- 
mies? from the gate of Xeroz to the col- 
lege of RoderigOy which* is more than a 
hundred paces. He left them there, and 
returned to gather up the fpoils of the 
battle, which were three fcabbards, and 
immediately went and fhewed them to the 
civil magiftrate, who at that time, if I 
miftake not, was, the civilian Sarmienfo de 
Valladdres. The people flared at my mafter 
as he went along tne flreets, pointing to 
him, as much as to fay, Tliere goes the va- 
liant man, who had the courage to com- 
bat alone with the very flower of the bra- 
voes of Andaluzia. lyiy mafler fpent the 
reft of the day in going up and down the 

city 
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city tb Bitvr himfclf ; and the night came 
tipon us in the ftrect called Triana^ near 
tnc powdcr-ihitt. My mafter having pried 
about, tQ fee if no one obfetvfcd him', he 
went into a houfe, and I after him. We 
found in the court-yard all thofe giants, (as 
I may very vrell call them) who before 
had made the fray, without either cloaks 
or Iwords 5 and one of rhem, whom I 
judged to be the landlord, held in one 
hand a jug' erf wine, and in the other a . 
large goblet, which he filled up to the 
brim with generous and fparkling wine,, 
and drank to all the company. As foon as 
they faw my mafter, they ran to him with 
open arms, they all drank to him, and he 
pledged them ; he would eVeti have done 
it to as many more, being a good-natured 
foul,, and one who would not quarrel with 
his friend for a fmall matter. Should I at- 
tempt to relate every thing that was treated 
of there, in what manner they fupped, the 
fr^ys which, thfey recounted, the thefts the/ 
related, the ladies - which . were thought 
qxialified^fbr thieir efnployhient, , and thofe 
wiiich were rejeftedj the praifes which 
they gave oile another, the abfent bullies 
which werfc mentioned, the flourifhing of 
their hands^ gnd the fihe words tliey mad^ 
ufe of,' and' feftly, 'this odd'Wgui^e of 'thg 
landlord, , to wiiom they all paid . refpeft, 

E 3, as 
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as to a mailer or father, I fhould brios- 
myfelf into a labyrinth, from whence X 
could not get out agaia when I had a mind* 
In a word, I found out at laft^ that the 
mafter of the houfe, whofe name was A&— 
nipodio., , was one who harboured thieves, 
and bravoes, and that my matter's terrible 
fray had been firft concerted amongfl: them,, 
as likewife their running away, and leav- 
ing their fcabbards ; for which my raaftcr 
paid down a fum of money, and Ukewife 
the expence of their fupper,. which wa^ 
concluded about break of day,, to the fatif- 
faction of them all. Juft before they: 

. broke up, they gave iniormatipn. to . m;^, 
mafter of aftrange buUyAvhawas juft com^ 
into the city, and whom, as he was more 
valiant than flienifeives, they informed 
againft, . out: of mere, fpite.. My. mafter 
took him: the next night in bed,^.and he 
chofe the.nght time,, for if he, had beea 
drefs'd, I f^w by his. mien, he^ would not 
have been fo eafily taken. By this aftion,. 
which followed juft upon the herfs of the 
fray, the fame of my cpwardly, mafter was 
togmenjteda' for he was naturally more 

"^ faint- hearted* and fearful than a hare^ 
beii^ only one of your pot-valiant 
peojd^SL;, andwhatever.he got by his oiEcej^ 
or iniprmations, went .down the channel of 
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las vakmr, or, in other words. Was fpenc 
in good eating and drinking. Butihave pa- 
tience, and give ear to an ad^^nture which 
happened to him, and which I fhall telU 
without adding ori diniiniihing one. word 
from the real truth of it. 

Two thieves ftole a. very good horfe in 
Antequera^ ^hejr brought him to Seville^ and 
made ufe of,, in my opinion, a cunning and 
wittjv flxatagpm to fell him without danger: 
they went and put up. at two different inns, 
when one of them went to the magiftrate, 
and made, information that Pedra de Lofada 
owed, him four, hundred ri^ls, which he 
had lent him,, as appeared by a note figned 
with, hisir own. hand,, which he produced. 
The magiftrate ordered that thi&r fame 
Z^^tf ihould acknowledge the note, and 
that if he did acknowledge it> they ihould 
either take from him fome pledge of as 
great value, ox elfe put him in prifon. 
This affair happened to fall to. my mafter 
and the. attorney his frieni The thief 
carried them to the inn where, the other, 
lodged, and he immediately acknowledged 
his hand, confcfled the debt, aod. configned 
the horfe as a. pledge, for the payment of 
it; which being feen by my mafler, he 
liked him fo . well, that he was very de- 
lirousof haying him, JUid marked .him^for 

* his 
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his oWft, if lie flloaJd li2[Jlp^ tft'fei fold; 
The tfei^f let the ni^t ^WWl^^ Jbf laii^lfor 
the j^iy^hent of tl» fi*)tf^'da})ter arid -the 
horfcw^s-p^tii^ itof filfe-at^fh^ ihn, ahd was 
knocked 4c?wn at fiTe-^iMdS^ed rials, to one 
whom my mafter had pHVately 6rdered to 
buy it. Tile hotfe worth' half as much 
again as he gave ferity but a14 thfef-fe wisii not 
much cortipaiiy in th^ ihti, no body bid 
higher; lb dfte of the thi^Vefe Wcovettd the 
debt^^whieh was nfeVef : due 40 him, and the 
other an acquittance^ which he had no need 
of^ and my mafter remained in pofleflion of 
the horie. The thieves imiliedia^ly de- 
camped ; and. two days afterwaJrdiS, my 
mafber- having new bxirnifhed up the furni- 
ture,' ^d got every tHirig that was wanting 
to the tK>rfe, appeared upon him in the mar- 
ket piaOe of Sttn Francifio, tt\dfc prouH -and 
ftately than a clown in his holyday cl&iths. 
His friends <:oftgratcilated him a dioufand 
times on his' good Bai^ain^ affirming '^aft 
it was as well worth art huftdted eiM ttfty 
d'lKats, as aii e^g a^' rfiafav6di;- ^nd he 
making the horfe Jirance'and traper abput, 
i£titd his oWn tragt^dy on the theatre of the 
above-mentioned market-place.'. W|lile he 
Ivas wheeling and prarrcihg about in this 
mahner^ two men who looked like gehtle- 
jji^n, 'feeing very-wel^'dfefsM, canie up to 
■ ' hixn> 
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him, and one, of them cried out. Surely 
this is my horfe, which was ftolen from me 
a few days ago in Antequera. All thofc who 
were with him, which were four fervan'ts, 
confirmed what he faid, and that it was 
the very horfe that had been ftolen from 
him ; with this, my matter was thunder- 
ftruck ; the owner of the horfe made great 
complaints, and gave fuch good proofs 
that it was his, that fentence was pafled in 
his favour, and my mafter difpoflefled of 

. the horfe. The comical trick of the thieves, 
in making ufe of the hands of juftice it- 
felf to fell what they had ftolen, was talked 
of all about the city ; and almoft every one 
was well pleafed that my mafter*s greedi^ 
nefs bad at lafi burft the bag with mier*craif^ 
ming it. But his misfortunes did not ftop 

- here ; for that very fame night, the civil 
magiftrate going upon the patrol through 
the ftreet, having had information given 
him, that there were fome robbers in the 
quarter of St. Jutian ; juft as we came to a 

* crofs-way, they efpied a man running by, 

and at this very moment, the ma^rate 

taking me by my collar, wxd clappmj^ me 

on the back, cried. To the ibkfj Gavilan, 

to the thief: I, who was quite provoked, 

and my patience wearied out, by the iharp- 

ing and bafe tricks of my imfter^ < that I 

might 



( S8 ) 

triig^iie execute fully Mr. imagiftfatc's or- 
dcrs> irtimediately fell upon rhy mafter, 
find without his being d;blc"to hclphinrielf^ 
I flung him to the ground, and ir they had 
nor taken me off, I fliould have taken more 
than a four-foH vengeance on him. The 
catchpofes would have beaten me, and even 
have knocked me oa the head, had not 
Mn magiftratc faid,. in a hiagifterial tone. 
Lei m me .tmch bm^ for the dag did what I 
irdertd bm. But hoveeyer,. feeing. theJr in- 
dignation, r, mth'out taking leave of any 
one, got through a little hole in the 'town- 
Wail into the fields, a^d before day-break 
found myfeif in Mayrena^ a town about 
four leagues from Seville. My good luck 
would hasvt it fp^ that I found therein a 
company iof : foidiers, who I heard fay were 
going CO embaik at Cartbn^ena^: There were 
amongft them four bidlicrs, who wiere great 
cronies- of my matter^ and one of, them was 
a dnimmei^; who had been before a catch- 
pote, and ^as a -gf eat* 7cig'gltet-,'-as dnim- 
mct-s cbmOTonly are i TMy / all: k«ew me, 
atid theyali fpoteeio m©, ^d alked me 
where my m^flBf. wftfi^as ifrf had teen able 
Mhaw:ki>i5^©lietftbettii Bui hewho^teok 
the mx^ notice of me wasrlhe^drtimmer, 
and fb rderermineJd mlteywiidKiiitfl, if he 
wo^d ]txm!t^i ^d p^ foitow hihf^wifkher^ 
- ' -^ foevcr 
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foever he went, though it ftould be into 
Ilaly or Flanders ; becaufc 1 am of opinion, 
that althoijgh the proverb fays. He that goes 
to Rome a fool^ will return a fool^ yet the 
vifiting divers countries, and the converfing 
with difiercnt nations and peopk, may make 
a mat! wife, 

Sdp. You fay ri^t ; for I remember to 
have heard one oi my maftecs, who was a 
great fcholar, fay, that a famous Greeks call- 
•ed Uh^es^ had the reputation of being a 
very wife man, for only having travelled 
through many countries, and converfed 
with dififerent people of various nations ; 
therefore I commend the refolution you 
took, to go where-ever they fhould carry 
you. 

Ber^. The drummer, to fet off his jug- 
gling tricks to the better advantage, taught 
me to dance to the fouxid of a drum, and 
to play fev^^al other monkey tricks, very 
much above die capacity of any other dog 
but myfelf : T!ie time of their commiflion 
being almoft expired, they began to march 
by flioft ftages : By good kick we had no 
commiflary to t^ftrain us •, the captain was 
a young man, but a very valiant gentle- 
man- j as for oiw enfign, it was not long 
fmce he "left the court, and the public 

feafts J 
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fbofts ; and our ferjeant was a good-natured 
foul, and one who was the diverfion of all 
companies : But the misfortune was, our 
company was full of prating bullies, who 
committed infolencies in the towns, through 
which we took our rout, Which octafioned 
curies to be poured on his head, who did 
not deferve them. It is the unhappinefe of 
a: good prince, to be blamed by his people 
for the faults of his officers, becaufe fome 
are the plagues of others, without any fault 
of the prince ; for although he was ever fo 
delirous, and fhould ufe his utmofl endea- 
vours, he would not be able to remedy 
thefe evils •, becaufe war is really a fcourge, 
and will always carry with it fonciething of 
roughnefs and feverity, and be attended 
with many inconveniencies. In fhort, in. 
lefs than fifteen days, by means of my quick 
apprehenfion and readinefs to learn, with 
the diligence of him Wfeom I chofe for my 
patron, I knew how to dance, when I was 
bid to do it, f# the kipg of France^ and 
not to wag a fo0t^;for the tavern woman : 
He taught me tb; curvet and prance like a 
Neapolitan horfe, . a|>d to go round like a 
mule in a mill, with other fuchlike things ; 
that if I had no^found by experience, that 
I had fufficient ^^lities to perform them, I 

fhould 
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ftould have been doubtful whether it was 
not fome devil in the fhape of a dog, who 
performed all thefe things. 

My matter gave me the title of the Wife 
jPvg •, and we no fooner arrived at ^y of 
our quarters, but he went through the 
whole town, beating his drum," and giving 
notice to all perfons, who had the curiolity 
to come and fee the wonderful qualities, and 
furprifing performances of the fpyi Dogj- 
that they were fhewn in fuch a houfe, or 
fuch an hofpital^ at the price of eight or 
four maravedies a-piece, according to the 
largenefs or fmallnefs of the town. My . 
m^er made fo eloquent an harangue on my 
noble qualifications, that there was not one 
perfon in the town, who did not come to 
fee me ; and every body went home again 
ftruck with aftonifhment, and very well 
pleafed with my performances. My mafter 
tHtimphed in his great gains, and main- 
tained fix of his comrades like fo many 
kings. Covetoufnefs and envy incited in 
theie nTffi,ans a great defire to fteal me, and 
tfcey fought an opportunity to^ do it j far 
many are in love with, and greedy of gain, 
only that they may fpend it in good eating ' 
and drinldng. This makes fo many, who 
go about in Sjl>aiH with puppet-lhows, and 
Others felKng pins and buHads, that the 

' G whole 
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whble ftock, though they fliould fell it all, 
would not be fufficient to keep them one 
day 5 and beTidcs, both the one and the 
dther are never out of the cook-fhops, and 
the public-houfes, all the year round ; from 
when I conceive, that their drunkennefs and 
gluttony muft be fupported by fome other 
means, than the profits of their relpeftivc 
trades. They are all of them a vagabond 
ufelefs fct of people, who fuck iii wine 
like a Ipunge, and are great devourers of 
bread. 

Scip. No more, Berganfa^ let us not re-: 
turn to our old trade again, but go on witK 
your ftory, for the night wears away, and I 
would not have any part of your ftory un- 
told at break of day. 

Berg. Give attention then : As it is an 
cafy thing to make improvements and ad- 
ditions to things once invented, my matter 
feeing how well I could imitate a Neapolitan 
courfer, made me a houfing of gilt leather, 
and a fmall faddle, which he put on my 
back \ he made likewife a little figure of a 
man, with a lance in his hand, as they have 
when they ride at the ring -, he mounted 
the little gentleman on my back, taught 
me to run dexteroufly at a ring, which he 
placed between two fticks j and the day I 
was to run at it, he gave notice, that the 
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Wife Dog would run at the ring that day, 
and perform many other new and Wifing 
tricks, fuch as had never been feen before, 
which, as they fay, I performed with great 
dexterity, that I might not make my maftef 
a liar. We arrived, at length, by our fet 
ftages, to Montilla^ 2l town belonging to 
that famous and good chriflian the marquis 
of Priego^ lord ot the houfe of Jguilar and 
Mmiilla. They quartered my mailer in an 
ho^ital, according to his defire ; he imme- 
diately made his ufual proclamation, and as 
Fame blew before, to carry the news of the 
furprifing qualities and wonderful perform- 
Imces of the Wife Dogj in lefs than an hour, 
the yard was full of people. My mafter 
was overjoyed to fee what a plentiful har- 
veft he had, and Ihewed that day, feveral 
tricks more than ufual. My firft perform- 
ance, was leaping through a hoop feveral 
iimes, and in a different manner : He made 
tife of the ufual words, to Conjure mcj and 
<^hen he held down a little wand, which he 
held in his hand, was a fign for me to jump 5 
and when he held it up, for me to ftand 
fkill : The firft word of command he gave 
me that day, (which was one of the moft 
memorable of my whole life) was. Come 
my brave lad Gavilan, leap for tfiat old 
man who you know blacks. his whifkers 
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every morning, to make himfetf look young i 
and if not for him, leap for the pomp and 
grandeur of the new-made countefs Fimpi^* 
tieJa^ of Phfagonia^ who is always talking 
of her quality, though befor^^ her hu(band 
married her, ihe was but a cook-maid« Do 
you not like the word of command, Ca'vu 
Ian ? Leap then for the batchelar P^/ilas^ 
who figned himfeif a .mftftei; of arts, with- 
out having taken any degree \ O, you arc 
lazy, I believe, why don*t you leap ? Bm I 
gue^ what you would be at ; leap then foe 
tl^ wine of Efquivia^^ 5^^^y famous with 
that of the royal city, St< Martin an4 RH^ 
davia: He held 4own bis wand, and | 
jumped up. He immediate^ turned a)bou| 
to the people, and (aid with « loud voic^ 
Do not think, moft noble and illuih-ious- 
audience, that it is only a few trifliijg things 
this dog knows. 1 have taught him twenty* 
four tlurigs, the leafl of which, it i$ worth 
going thirty leagues to ^e^ : He can ilance 
a faraband, and the chacona, better . thaft 
even the inventors of them^ he can drink 
three pints of wine, without leavhig a drop | 
he fin^s fol^ fa, mi^ ia^ as weU as any parifb 
clerk m the kingdom ri all thefe thui«[s,.and 
many* more, too tedious to mention, you 
fliall iee freih proofs of, every day, whik 
our C9mpany flays here i and now' one 
^ ' more 
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more leap of this HTtfe D^y and then w6 
(hall entertain you T^ith his other perform** 
ances. 

With this, he kept in fulpcnce the minda 
of his moft noble audience, as he called 
them, and inflamed them mth a vehemenc 
defire of feeing all my fine performances: 
And turning about to me, he &id. Come 
Gavilan^ repeat once more, what you per- 
formed juft now, for the fake of that fa- 
mous witch, who they fay lives in this place. 
iScarcely had he fpoke thefe words^ when an 
old woman of about threefcore, who be-i 
longed to the hofpiral, fet up a l6ud cry^ 
bawling out. Thou knavifh impofbor, and 
prating moimtebank, thou fon of a i^riioref 
who QoSi thou call a witch, for there is. 
never a one in this place ? If thou meaneil 
the famous tiitth Camacba^ fhe has long 
fince paid fol: all her offences, and is now,; 
God only knows where : Biit if thou mean* 
eil me, faucy buffoon, know I neither am^ 
nor ever have been a wit^h^ and if you 
have heard fo, you have beenfalfely ia^r 
formed. — ^AU the world knows the penaodff 
I do, not for my witchcrafts, for 1 ncvet^. 
pra^ifed any; wt the. many o^er fins, 
tvluch, a^ a fin&l wo^ian I have commit- 
ed: Ami therefore thou kaavi& pipery get 

G 3 thee 



( 66 ) 

tftre ^6m out of the faoipital, or dfe by 
my faich) I fiiail make you mend your ptec. 
With this, Ihe fct up fuch a fcolding, and 
rung &tch a peal in my wadket^s eais, that he 
^as almoib feared oi:rt of liis wits ; in fmt^ 
fht wtMidki not {nfkr hitn by any means to 
go on with his ihow. My mafter was not 
at ail difpteafed with this hurly^-burly, be« 
eaufe lie had got the money into his pocket, 
and fet ^part for another day and another 
hbfpitsd, the rcinaJning part of my perform'- 
atices. The people went away cdrfing^ the 
aid wottian, calling her hot onfy a witch, buo 
an old bearded ibrcereis. But howe\rer, we 
ftaid in the hofpital that night ; «ad the oH 
womste meeting me aloiie in die court-yard, 
£udto me^ Do i fee diee, my 6mMmfielf 
Have i at laft t&e )iappineis ta behold thee^ 
my fon ? Hearing this, I lift up my head, 
and looked jftedfafUy :at her wot a good 
whiie, whiclt Ae ieeii^, nn to ttse wtfih 
i/auh in her eyes, iand tlu-owwigJker arih» 
si^iQuc my neck, woiddfsua have ki^d mt^ 
if I would i&ave let lier$ btit I ioatiiii^ 
ifcevexy tiioiigiitfl «f it, would aet |»emxit 
her.'- - .<:.•. * . ^ - ' I 

. &;^ Youdidivtlt; :fiirUwilicfeaj^e«f ^ 
iut«iDdtpisn]ihtne«^tola&,.<^ ^ 
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Bo'g. What I am gcMUg tor tcil you, I 
(houid have told you at the beginning of 
fnj Story j andfotvie fhould have been Id^ 
{dlonifiied at hearing ourfelves fpeak ; for 
you mufl know, the old woman faid to me^ 
Fdlow mCf my ion Monthly and I .will fliew 
you whicre my chamber is •, contrive to meet 
me there ^ne this night ; I will kave the 
door open for you, for know, I have many 
thingis to jacqtiaint you with concerning 
your li£g, whkh it imports you much to 
foe informed of. I held down my head, ia 
token of obedience, hy which Ihe was 
thoroughly confirmed in her i>elie£,. tiut 
I was the dog Montiel wht>m £ic ibiught 

I for, as file afterwards told me. I remained 
fjttite amazed and perplexed^ expe<%ing 
bight with the greateft impatience, t^ fee 
where thi^ myftoy oir proAgy of the old 
VMMf s words to me. would end ; and as I 
foard them &y ffac was a witch,, i:e3cpeAt- 
td to fee and hear great thii^ from hen 
At hift the long-wilhed for moment came^ 
^at i faw Qiyfeif in lier chamber^ which' 
was a Httle dark cell ; there was fiO rother 
Jieht lA Jt» but iiRhi£ ^e f uac glknnlerings 

[ tl^ ^B€»rtfaen^iamp'fiibrdlid» When 1 went 
in» the idA woman inas fitflag^^oa: it Uttlr 
•choft^ ibinnng the fm% &e immediatdy 

. taled ito.teiitt; acd witfaotit %i»king ^ 
. '\ ' word. 
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Word, began to embrace me again^ and I 
was forced to be upon the watcn, that (he 
might not kifs me. The firft words fhe 
broke filence with, were, I always trufted 
heaven, that before thefe eyes were dofed 
in eternal night, I ihould behold thee, my 
fon^ and now that I have feen thee, let 
death come and free me from thiis trouble- 
fome life : You mull know my Ion, that 
in this city lived the moft famous witch that 
ever was in the "world, whom they called Ca- 
nuicba deMontiUa. She was (o expert in her 
enchantments, that neither the EriS^s^ 
Circe'Sj Medae^s^ or any othtrs of thole, of 
whom! I have heard fay hifVories are fiill, 
were to compare to her. Shd xrould con- 
geal the clouds whenever ihe had a mind, 
covering therewith the faee of the fun ^ and 
when ihe pleafed, flie could make the 
'mof{ cloudy and tempeftpous iky becMfie 
clear and ferene. She trahfoorted men in 
the twinkliug of an eye, from the moft 
diftant countries, and had a wonderful 
cure for thofe virgins who had been. negli- 
gent in guarding their honour. She : con- 
cealed »e faults of widows infuch • n^ 
Iter, that though diey were wantoiv yet 
they were accounted modeft. She parted 
ihofe that were married, and tmimir^iktmr 
Ibevcr ihe pkafed. In Z)«t«i^^ ihe^l^ 
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frefh roies in her garden, and in JanUaiy 
Ihe cut wheat. To make watcr-creiTe* 
grow in a tray, or to (hew any perfon thai 
was required, either alive or dead,. in a 
looking'glafs or in a baibn of Water, wa$ 
accounted but a trifle by her* She is faid 
to have transfcMined men into beaits, and 
that ihe really nxade ufe of a feKtOA fix 
years, under the form of an a£», vrhich I 
have never been able to compfeheiid howi 
it is done* For thstt which » faid of thoib 
ancient enchamrefiefi, who transformed men 
into hQ9&s^ the moft learned men f^, thal^ 
it waft nothing eljfe) 4>ut fh«t €hry# li^itbr 
the^ grejs^ beauty 4md aUoreoiejits^ clrewift 
men to be dee]% in loye wkh them» and 
iub^e&ed them in fuch anianner, making 
them fubferyient to all their waatkKi defirea^ 
that they were more like beafts thaA loeiw 
But uk . yoii, my fon, experience (hews mfr 
^- contrary, xor I know that thou art • 
ma% though I iee thee in the likened, ^ ti 
dog> unleis this isefFeded by whajt they 
^^^G^cif^io t^^„ which m^es oi^ thiitt 
appear ^t another^ : J^et th^t be as it wilC 
what gr>eves mf is^ that neither I nor thy* 
mother, for we tir?re difciples of the gQocJ 
Camcif^ €?r€r arrived to fuch a degr^is: ti 
per^^^n in this art, s^ flie hetfe£r ; h<>t 

becauie n^ had not ca|>aciticss tuod tficb^a* 
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dons to learn, for we had rather too much 
than too little of thefe ; but becaufc of her 
inalice and envy, for (he would never com- 
municate to us the more hidden fecrets of 
her art, but referved them to herfdf. 
Your mother, fbn, was called Montiela^ 
and, after Camacba^ was very famous ; my 
name is Canmzares^ and if I am not fo wife 
as thofe two, yet at leaft I have as good 
defires as the beft of them. It is true, 
that even Camacba herfelf did not furpafi 
your mother in courage, for ihe would 
draw a^ circle, 'and fliut herfelf up in it, 
with a whole lesion of devils: For my 
part, I muft confefs I was always a litde 
iS^arful, and contented myfelf with conjur- 
ing up half a legion. But with reverence 
be it fpoken of them both, in refpeft of 
that which concerns the mixing and pre- 
ferving- the ointments, with which we a- 
Aoint ourfelves, I will not yield to either of 
diem, nor to any who at this day are pro- 
ficients in the fame art. But you mwft 
know, my fon, that as I have feen, and fee 
daily, that life, which runs upon the fwift 
wings of time, comes to an end at laft, I 
have refolved to leave all the crimes of 
witchcraft, and have contented myfelf 
.i^ith only being a forcerefs, which is a very 
difficult vice to for(^ke ^ your mother did 

< . the 
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the fame, flic forfook a arcat many vices, 
and did a great many good deeds in this life -^ 
but Ihe at laft died a forcerefs ; flie did not 
die of any infirmity, but of grief, which 
Camacba her miilrefs was the caufe of, either 
out of Ipite, which fhe conceived againft 
her, becaufe {he was grown almoft as great 
a proficient in our art as herfelf, or elfe trom. 
Uyixm other private grudge, or litde pique 
of jealouiy, which I could never thorough- 
ly fift out 5 for your mother being with 
child, and the hour of her delivery being 
come, Camacka was her midwife, who re- 
ceived into her hands what your mother 
brought forth ; and ihe immediately {hew- 
ed her, that {he had been delivered of two 
little puppies ^ and as {bon as {he faw them 
flie cried out. Good heavens ! what malice 
and villainy is here ? Neverthelefs, fiOitv 
Montieky I am thy friend, and will conceal 
this delivery ; do you but take care to re- 
cover yotu* {Irength and health again, and 
be a{rureci your difgrace fhall remain buried 
in oblivion* Let not. this adventure give 
you any uneadncfs, for you are fcnfible that 
I kaow wdl enough, that you have been 
coRcemed with no other a long time, but . 
your friend Roderigo the porter •, and there- ' 
fore your being delivered of thefe dogs, * 
proceeds from fome other caufe, and xon- * 
. , tains 
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uins fome myftcry m it. Ymir mother and 
I, who was prefent all the while, ^'ere 
quite aftoniiSied at this ftrange adventure. 
Camaeha weiit out and carried away^ the 
whelps ; I ftaid with your modier, to afHft 
her in what fhe wanted, who could* not be- 
lieve what had happened to her; fometime 
afterwards Camaeha drawing nigh her end, 
and being in die laft moinents of her life, 
flie called your mother, and toid her how 
ihe had transformed her fons into dogs, to 
i:evenge hcrfetf for an old grudge which 
Ihe owed her 5 biK that flie Ihould not be 
troubled at it, for they would return to 
their firft fhape and condition, when it was 
- ' Icatt eicpefted ; but that it could not be till 
they had fcen with their own eyes, the fol- 
lowing prcdidion accomplilhcd : 

Let thii renmntrMnce /olue reli^ nffmrd^ 

To human Jbafs thefil be again nfi^r^d^ 

When they Jhalljee thrpx^n graveling ta the grwnd^ 

Tho/e that ere&j ai lo/ty fines ivere found : 

And tho/e that laid io^w in ihe dup thtj hour^ 

Shall he rats' 4 uf hy thgJamB. mighty fower* 

Theft were the woid^ C^mafia fpokc to 
your mother, wijh her dying .breath, as I 
have aiBcady toljd yoiq, Your motdber took 
* thcmdow^ invrit^g, wdengxaved them 
deeply ift h§r, »c«Sfiry, M I iikarafc did 

in 
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in mine, in cafe we Ihould, by good luck, 
ever have the opportunity of acquaintine 
either of you with it ; and that I might find 
you out, I called all the dogs I faw of your 
colour, by the name of your mother-, not that 
I thought that as dogs you would know the 
name, but to fee if any of them would an- 
fwer to a n^me fp different from what dogs 
are commonly called by, and to-night, 
when I faw you perform lb many furprifing 
things, and that you was called th& IVife 
Tiog \ and likewife how you lift up your 
head, and looked at me, when I called you 
in the court-yard, I fufpefted you was the 
fon df Montiela^ and therefore, with the 
greateft pleafure, have made you acquaintr 
cd with the hiftory of your birth, and by 
what means you are to recover your former 
ihape, which I heartily wifh was as eafy as 
that which they fay the golden afs made ufe 
of, which confifted only in eating a rofe ; but 
thine depends upon other peoples aftions, 
and not on thy own. And therefore all 
thou haft to do, fon, is to recommend thv- 
felf to God, in thy private droughts, and 
wait with patience ; for thefe, I will not call 
them prophecies, but divinations, which 
will fhortly come to pafs, according to 
your wifhes -, for fmce the good Camacba 
has pronounced them, I make not the leaft. 

H doubt 
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doubt of their happening ; and you, with 
your brother, if he is alive, Ihall fee all 
thefe expeftations anfwered. What grieves 
me is, that I am fo near my end, that I 
fhall not be able to fee it. Many times I 
made account to enquire of my familiar 
fpirit, what end this adventure of yours 
ftiall have, but I never did, becaufe he 
never gives a direft anfwer to any of our 
enquiries, but couches it in dark and ob- 
fcure terms, which have feveral fignifica- 
tions -, fo that there is no depending upon 
iany anfwer which this our Icrd and mafter 
gives i for with one ,WGrd of truth, he 
mixes athoufand lies : And as far as I can 
gather by his anfwers, lie knows nothing 
of futurity for certain, but only by guefles. 
Notwithftanding all this, he fo deludes us 
witches, that although he makes a mock of 
us many times, and plays a thoufand tricks 
upon us, yet we cannot forfake him. We 
go ^ great way from hence, to fee him in a 
large field, wherein an infinite number of 
forcerers and forcerelles affemble together; 
and there he gives us fomethii>g to eat, of 
a very unpleafant tafte; and there are 
other things tranfaifted, Which, in good 
truth, I dare not tell you, becaufe they are 
foul and loathfome, and I will not' offend 
your chafte ears. Some are of opinion, 

that 



that We gd to theie feafts iti imagination 

only ; and that the deVil imprints tliereon^ 

the images of all thofe things, which we 

afterwards relate have happened to us; 

others fay not, but that we really go there 

both in body and foul ; and for riiy part, 

I hold that both thefe opinions are true, 

infomuch, that we ourfelves do not kno'V 

-when we go one way or other •, becaufe 

all that palleth with us in imagination 

only, is lo intenfely imprinted, that it is 

cxaftly the fame, as if we had aftually 

gone there in perfon. The inquifitors have 

made fome experiments of this upon fome 

of us, whom they have kept preiScd down, 

and I think they have found what I fay to 

be true. At laft, I had a mind to forfake 

this fin, and have ulcd ray endeavours to 

do it : I have betaken myfelf to this hof- 

pital, where I cure the poor, but fome of 

them die, which gives me new life, by 

what they bequeath to me, or what old 

cloaths they leave behind them, for my 

care. I pray a little in public, and mvir- 

mur much in private : It goes better with 

me by being a hypocrite, than with being 

^ open finner. The appearances of my 

p|deat good deeds, blot out from the m$- 

of thofe that know me, my former 

i^ (Hies. In a word, a hypocritical holi- 

^L, H 2 nefs 



( 76 ) 

ftefs docs no harm to any one, but to hirfi 
who pradlifes it. Son Montitl^ take this 
advice of mc, do aH the good you can ; 
but if you muft be wicked, endeavour to 
hide it much as you can. I am a for- 
cerefs, I do not deny it to you ; and that 
your mother was a witch and a forcerefs, I 
can as little deny. Nevcrthclefs, the fine 
outward appearanccfs of us both, were 
fufficient to gain us a good reputation 
with every one. Three days before ihc 
died, we had both of us been to a merry-- 
making, in one of the valleys between the 
Pyrettean mountains ; and when Ihe died, it 
was with fo much calmnefs and fercnity, 

* that eltcepting a few wry faces, which fee 
made a quarter of an hour bcfbre {he savfc 
up the ghoft, Ihe fcemcd as eafy as if fhc 
had been upon a bridal bed ftrewed with 
jBowers. The transformation' of her two 
fens broke her heart, and fhe never would, 
even at the point of death, forgive Camm^ 
€ka : I clofed her eyes, and attended her to 
her grave j and there I left her, never to 
fee her more, although I have not loft all 

• hopes of feeing her before I die, becaufe it 
is talked in the town, that fome perfons 
have feen her walking in the church-yards 
and crofs-ways in different fhapes -, and per- 
haps fome time or other I Ihall meet hed; 

and 
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and I will alk her, if fhe would have m« 
do any thing to unburthen her confcience. 
Every thing the old woman faid to me, in 
praife of her, who flie told me was my mor 
the -, was as a fpear which pierced me to 
die heart, an(d I had a great mind to fill 
upon her, and tear her to pieces i but I did , 
not do it, becaufe I was unwilling death 
ihauld feize her in fo unprepared and fmful 
a condition. Finally, fhe told me, tha^t 
ihe defigned to anoint herfelf that night* to 
go to one of their ufual noAurnal meet- 
ings, and that whilft Ihe was there, file in- 
tended to enquire of her familiar, a little 
of what was to befal me.* I would have 
afked, if I could have fpoke,. what thofe 
ointments- were, which ihe mentioned,. 
and it feems, that fhe read my thoughts, 
fince fhe anfwercd, (as if I had afl^ed her J 
what I wanted to be informed of, in thefe 
words: This ointment,, with which wx; 
witches anoint ourfelves, is made up of th^ 
.juices of herbs, of an extreme cold na- 
ture, and not (as it is commonly faid to be) 
of the blood ^ of thofe infants which w^ 
ftrangle. Here you may likewife alk me, 
what pleafure and profit tJ^e devil has b/ 
making us kill thefe harmlefs creatures, 
fince he knows, that being baptized* . they 
arereceived into heaven, a^ being innocenr, 
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and without fin ; and that he hlmfelf fuf- 
fers an additional torm<rnt by every chri* 
ftian foul that cfcapes him ? To which I can 
give you no other anfwer, but what the 
proverb fays, which is. That be puts mt 
%oih bis oivn tyes^ to put cut me $f his ene- 
w^s : I mean, the cxccffive grief he pierces 
the parents with, by killing their ehildrem 
And that which concerns him moil, is td 
make us commit, at every ftcp, fo cruel 
imd diabolical a crime ; and all this God 
^rmits, for the fins of men ; for without 
his permiflion, I have feen by experience, 
that the devil cannot hurt fo much as an 
ant ; and this is'fo true, that having asked 
him one time to deftroy my enemy's vine, 
he made anlwer^ that he could not fo 
much as touch a leaf of it, becaufe God 
would riot permit him: By which thou 
maydft know, when thou art a man, that 
all the misfortunes that happen to nation^, 
kingddms, cities, and towns, fuddeh 
deaths, ihipwrecks, titid contagious dif-> 
tempers, in a word, all the ills which 
we call accidents, proceed from the hand 
^ of the Mofi High, and are permitted by 
his will ; but that our fins aiid wicked ac- 
tions proceed entirely from ourfelves. God 
is finiefs, from whence we may infer,* that 
we are the authors of fin, forming it fe 

thought. 
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thought, word, and deed ; God permitting 
it 1.11 for our o&nces, as I have before 
iaid. You will fiiy now, fon, if you un- 
derstand what I am faying, who hath made 
meactivine^ and you will perhaps fay with- 
in yourfelf. Body of this old whore, why 
don't flie leave off being a ibrcerefs, and 
return to God, fince (he knows, that he is 
tnore ready to pardon fuis^ than to permit 
them? To this Imakeanlwer, (as if you 
had reiiUy aflced me) that a habit of fin* 
iiing, becomes in time a iecond nature; 
and this oi forcery becomes as dear and 
nec^Suy to us, as our very flefh and blood % 
and lb ftupides the ibuL that it even €ool8 
and benumbs its faith, from whence arifes 
a foi^tfulnefs of ititHf, and it neither re- 
Membefs ^e terrors with which God threa- 
tens it, nor the glory to which he invites 
it ; and) in fine^ as it is a fin which con- 
fifts in fenfual plea&ires, it deadens and 
'ftupifies att dur lactSties, not permitting 
-them to perform their proj>er offices as they 
ought \ and fb the ib\Jl ren^aining ufeleis, 
difordered, and flothfuS^ romhot raife its 
confideration, if it wout<t,' to any good 
thought) tod fuffering itfelf to be iwal- 
lowed up in the profound abyfs of its 

mifery, it cannot raife itfelf to God. ^I 

have one of thefe fools which 1 have de- 

fcribcd 
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fcribcd to you, I fee it» and know it well •, 
but as fenfiial pleasure hath fettered my 
will, I have always been> and always (kail 
be wicked. 

But let us kave this, and talk a little 
about the ointments, which I fay arc id 
cxtrepiely cold, that when we anoint our- 
felves with them, they deprive us of. all 
our fenfes, and we remain ftrctched upon 
the ground naked, and tihen it is, they fey, 
that every thing which feems to Us, to be 
really tranfadfeH,. pafles only in our iiBagir 
nation.. .Othi^ times, having made an end 
of aAoiwing .oQrfelves, we are transformedi 
as we: think, into cocks, owls, or crowsi 
and m this fhape we go. to the place ^here 
.our mafter experts us, and there we come 
to our firft fhape again, and "partake of 
pleafures which I fhall pals over in filence, 
becaufe they are.fuch,. that it even gives 
me pain to call them back to rncmprys, 
and my tongue flies- back with horror 
from relating them •,. and yet notwith- 
ftanding .all this, i am a forcerefs, and I 
cover with the cloak of hypocrify, all my 
faults. It is true,, t-hat if fome. efteem and 
honour me as a good woman^ there are not 
wanting niany, who tell njie -of the ijnarbs 
which the fury of a choleric judge imprint- 
ed on us ;. who,, in former ti'me^,-. h^yioig 

fonie 
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foriie a^cufatiofi againft me, and your ma- 
ther, delivered us up to the hangman to 
execute his anger upon us, who, not being 
fee* d, ufed his full power and rigour upon 
cur flioulders. But this is pailed, as all 
things paft away, flipping out of the me- 
mory ; and people being tired with talk- 
ing always of one thing, new events mak- 
ing us forget the old. I live in this hofpi- 
tal, and in outward appearance am very 
good ; I am riot ib old, but I may live a 
year' longer, althou^ I am now feventy^* 
fire ; and ik>w I cannot faft for my great 
age, nor pray for the fwimmings in my 
head, nor go any more pilgrimages, be- 
caufe of the fecUenefs of my legs, and 
cannot give alms, becaufe I am poor^ 
nor even think well, becauie I delist iit 
doing ill ; with all this I know that God is 
good and merciful. But enough of this^ 
let us have no more of this talk, for in 
good truth it makes me fad : but come^ 
my fbn, and you fhall fee me anoint my« 
Scifj for a fat fow is better than a lean one^ 
and it is good to make hay while the fua 
ihijties, and not to moum when w6 may 
lau^fa : I mean, that although the pleafures 
which the Devil gives us are ibmctimes 
real, and fometimes ima^nary only ; ne^ 
vertfaclefs they feem pleasures to us, and 

the 
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the delight is much greater in imagination 
than enjoyment •, although in true pleafures 
it ought to be to the C6ntrar)% Having 
thus finifhcd her long talc, fhe rofe up, 
and taking the lamp, went into another 
room, lefs than the former ; I followed 
her, diftrafted by a thoufand different 
thoughts, and ftruck with aftonilhment at 
what I had heard, and what I expefted to 
fee ; Cannizares hung the lamp upon the 
wall, and haftily undreffed herfelr to her 
fhift ; and taking out of a corner a glazed 
pot, fhe put her hand in it, and muttering 
between her teeth, anointed herfelf from 
the fole of her foot, to the crown of her 
head, which was auite bare-, before fhe 
had made an end of anointing herfelf, fhe 
told me, that whether her body fhould re- 
main without life or motion in the cham- 
ber, or fhould vanifh out of it, that I 
fhould not be frightened, but ftay there till 
mornins; bccaufc I fhould know fomc 
news or what adventures I fhould flill run 
through, before I regained my firfl fhape. 
I let her know, by bowing down my head, 
that I would obey her ; and with this fhe 
made an end of anointing herfelf, and rc- 
' mained flretched on the ground as if flic 
hiad .been dead ; I plit my mouth to her*s, 
and found fhe did not breathe in the kafl. 

I will 
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I will confefs the truth to you, Scipio^ 
that I was terribly affrighted to fee myfclf 
fhut up in that little chamber, with that 
ftran^ figure before my eyes, which I will 
defcribe to youi the beft I am able. It 
was about feven foot long, the whole was 
an anatomy of bones, covered with a 
black hairy (kin i her breafts feemed like 
two empty bladders, dry and wrinkled ; 
her lips black, her teeth clofcd, her nofe 
crooked, her eyes ftarted out of their foc- 
kets, her head bald, her cheeks were funk 
in, her throat narrow. In a word, every 
part of her was poffefled by the Devil ; 
I fet myfelf to examine her attentively, 
but fear foon took pofleffion of me, rcr 
flefting on the ugly fight of her body, 
and the worfe employment of her foul. I 
would have bit her, to fee whether fhe 
would come to herfelf again, but I could 
not find any part about her, but what was 
fo loathfome, that I could not find m my 
heart to touch it. However, I laid hold 
of her heel, and dragged her into the court- 
yard ; but fpr all this fhe gave no figns of 
her being fenfible of it. There, with look- 
ing at the fky^ and feeing myfclf in a wide 
place, my fear left me -, at leaft it was mo- 
derated in fuch a manner, that I had the 
courage to ftay to fee how this horrible 
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fcenc would end. In the mean time, I alk- 
ed myfelf. Who has made this wicked old 
woman fo difcrect, and yet fo wicked ? 
From whence does flic know what misfor- 
tunes are accidents, and what proceed 
from our own fms ? By what means does 
file underftand and fpeak fo much of God, 
and yet deals fo much with the devil? 
How can fhe fin fo much, when ihc can m 
no ways plead ignorance ? In thefe medi- 
tations the night flipcd away, and the day 
approached, which found us in the midft 
of the court-yard ; flic not come to her- 
felf, and I fitting on my legs near her, at- 
tentively beholding her frightfiil and foul 
alpeft. Xhe people of the hofpital came, 
and feeing this fight, fome cried out, Alas ! 
the holy Qinnizares is dead, fee to what a 
weak and disfigured condition her peni- 
tence and faftiings reduced her; others 
more confiderate felt her pulfe, and per- 
ceiving it to beat, found Ihe was not dead, 
from whence they conceived Ihe was in a 
trance ; others faid. This old whore m\ift 
without doubt be a forcerefs, and is now 
anointed, for the faints are never in fuch 
unfeemly raptures, and fhe has always, 

•amongft thofe that know her, had more 
the reputation of a forcerefs, than a faint. 
There were fome fo curious, that they 
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vr&it up to her, and ftuck pins in her flcfli, 
&ixr\ head to foot v but all this did not a- 
]0^.^kethb found deeper, nor did ihe come 
to herfelf ag^n, till feven o'clock the next 
morning ;. and as Ihe felt herfelf pricked 
by thCw pins, bit by the heels, bruifed with 
the dragging her out of the chamber, and 
in the .prcfence of fo many people, who 
ftdod looking at her; fhe immediately be- 
lieved, and very rightly too, that I had 
been the author of her dilgrace ; and fo 
running to me, and laying both her hands 
on n\y throat, fhe endeavoured to throttle 
mck crying out,'0 ungrateful, ignorant, 
antl.maKcious villain ! is this the reward I 
dcderve for the g6od fervices I have done 
your mother^ and thofe which I intended 
to have done you ? Seeing myfelf in dan- 
ger (^lofing my life,* in the claws of this 
furious harpy, I fnapped at her, and catch- 
iiig;hQld oc her old wrinkled flcin, I drag- 
ged her all about the court-yard, Ihe bawl- 
ing out^ that they (hould deliver her from 
the teeth of the evil fpirit. Hearing thcfe 
words of the wicked old woman, the great- 
^ft part of them believed, that I was one 
Qf thofe daemons who have a continual 
grudge a^nft good chriftians, and fome 
run to throw holy water upon me •, others, 
did not dare to come near me j others cried 
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(Hit they fliould exorcife me ; die oid wo- 
man muttered, aild I kept fall hold ^ the 
confiifion grew greater and greater; and 
ray matter, whom the noiie haid brought 
hither, raved like a madman, hearing them 
fay, that I was a devil come out of hett i 
others who did not underftand exxxd&as^ 
laid hold of thtiee or four eudgek, with 
which they begun to escordSt my loins Ibi* 
me, in a ver^ difagreeable maimer ; I c^d 
not like the jeft, and fo let go the old wo^ 
man, and in three leaps got into the ftreet ; 
and in a few more out of the tx>wn, fol- 
lowed by an infinite number <^ boys at my 
heels, crying out as loud as they could^ 
Get out of the way, make mom, for the 
ff^ife Dog is run mad j othei^ cried. He is 
not mad, but it is the devil in the fhape 
of a dog. I got o«t of -the town horribly 
bruifed, great numbers following me, who 
undoubtedly believed I was a devil, as vrtlt 
for the things they had feen me perform, 
as for the words the okJ woman fpoke 
when ihe^woke out of her accUifed fleep. 
I run away fo fad, and made foch haifte m 

fetting out of their fight, th^ they thought 
had V2miflied away like a devil ; in fix 
hours I went twelve le^ues, at the end 
of which^ I came to the quarters of fome 
^ipfies, which was in a field near Granada^ 

I ftopcd 
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I ftoped here a little, and becaufe foma 
of the gipfies knew me to be the IVife Dog^ 
they received me with no little pleafure,. 
and hid me in a cave, that I might not 
be found, if I was fought for, witn an in- 
tention, as I afterwards learned, of getting 
money by me, as the drummer my ma- 
tter had done. Twenty days I continued 
with them, in which I examined their life 
and manners, which being pretty remark- 
able, I cai^not omit giving you an account 
of ihem. 

Seip. Before you proceed any farther^ 
Berganfay it will be better that we (top a 
Ifttk) at what the forcerefs told you, and 
examine if th^ great lie, to which you give 
credit, can poffibly be true. Confider, Ber- 
ganfa^ it would be the greateft folly to be- 
lipve that Camacba ever changed men in- 
to beafts, and that the fexton ferved her 
fb many years, as they fey, in the Ihape of 
an afs. All thefe tMngs, and die like, 
are only lies, or the deceits of the devil ; 
and if it feems to us now, that we have 
feme underftanding, and are capable of 
neaiboing, being reaJly dogs, or under the 
form of them, we have akeady faid, that 
it is a wonderful and ftrange thing, and 
what was never feen before. Would you 
be convinced more fully, confider on what 

I z trifling 
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tjpMg things, and filly -joints Camacha 
1 ^cpur recovering ( ur firft fhapc again 
^ei^ded 5 and thofe which you think prc- 
^{(fcies, are only foolifli ftories, and old 
\Mmei^s ' mles ; fuch as thofe concerning 
the hohfe wk^ut a head, and the enchant- 
edijWani'j^ which, the Ibng winter 
nights are. ^flcd away at the fire iide ; for 
if they had* been any other, they would 
have been accdmpliftied before now, unlefe 
k is that her words, are to be taken in a 
ii:Xi(t^ which I have heard fay, is called al- 
legorical, • which fenfe:does hot fignify what 
the words literally mean, but rome . other 
thing, which although it is differeilt, has 
fome analogy to them, and fo to fey r 
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Let th is cenicmbrance fcarie relief a/Tofid; 
. To-bumartjhapc fhey 4 Ipeagain r^x^jOr'd,^ ' .. 

. Vi hen th ey Ihal I fee tljr^ wp grpvling to th c gitnjnd, 
^hofe that ere£l, as lofty pines were found :' 
And thofe that laid lew imhe duft this hpur^ 

, Shall be rais d up by the fame mighty power. 

Taking it irf the ftnfe which I have Tncn-4 
tJoned, ic» fe^ffjs to- me, to tigfti^i thaf- 
we fhall recover our firft ftiape again, when 
wje Ihall fcethofc, who were yefterday on 
tht higheft Ippkcs (rf fortune's wheel, tp- 
day caft down, and ti^nopled uilder foot 
by misfortunes, and held in little a<?it(Aint ' 

by 
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by thoft vha moft efteemed them. And 
in the fame manner, when we fhall fee 
others who two hours ago hiul no other 
portion . in this world, but only to fill upf 
a vacant place, and increafe the number 
of its inhabitants, and now they are raii^ 
ed to fuch towering heists of fortune, 
that we liiie fight of them ; and if before, 
they could not be feen for their* littleneis 
and obfcurity, now we cannot reach them 
for their greamels and exalted, ipkndor:: 
and if oiw putting on the form you fpeak- 
of, had comifted m this, we have already 
fcen it,, and we fee it at every ftep y froms 
whence. I conceive, that: the. verfcs of Ctf-r- 
macba are not to be taken^ in* an alleg9rical 
fenie,. but: a-^ literal- one,, and^our remedy 
confiifts as little in this, fincerwe have feen* 
many: times what they fignify,, and yet wa 
areasmuch ddgsas earer,.asyoumayfeeKo' - 
that CamacBa. vfos' a f alfe dccdytr^Camizares ' 
a lying, prating gofiip, and Motacila a fiUy^ 
malicious b6ldain,withrefped.belt ^ken^ 
if jfhe. really is the mother of \is both^ <^' 
5;ouF-$ only 5. for I will: not: have, her for , * 
my mother: I fay then, that the liter^ '^ 
and: true meaning is a game of mne^pioi^ . 
wherein with ready, diligence^ they throw 
down tbofe which are ilanding, aJCKl ikt up 
thoie which, are i^Xkxu anC-tluS b^ t&' 
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hand of one who is able to doit. Confider 
then, if in the* ccurfc of our life we have 
ever feen them play at nine-pins, and if 
ire have feen them,^ accdrding to this, we 
ftould have*beett changed into men. 
'- Berg, Town you arein the right, Scipid!, 
and that you are wifer than I thou^t^ for % 
and from what you have faid, I begin to 
think and believe, that aH we have been 
doing hitherto, and yrhat we are t3o?ngnow; 
IS a dream, and that' wt ^e ' reaHy; tiQ^s: 
But however, let tis enjoy as nrndi as*Ve 
can,' this gift of ^eech, which we havt?, 
and this fe great pre-eminence, of being 
capable to difcouric according to reaicn -, 
and therefoi^. do not be tired with hearing 
fre relate what happened to me imongft 
tfe^pfies wholiid me. in the cave.. - ' 
' Stip, I hearten to you willingly, * to ob^ 
Kge you to give attention to me, when I 
relate tp you,, if heayen pleafes-, the-jjdv 
ventures of my ^ifc.^^^^ ' ^' .^ - 

' SerZ' r employe^'Yihyftlf while 'I was 
^th'l^e gipfies,to,^i^^ their, fly '^kSs 
and deceits,' by ^^CiiHehf' they impofedvipoii 
Jjeople J the greaf inifchiefs they did, and 
jrffi^ thefts which the gipfies of both fexes 
pnftife, ^cm^dmoft the' very moment 
they have off A'eir bhrikets and sre afclett 
TUti iibot^r YbtrfetTwiai z multitude ihcti 

* • • ^ IS 
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IS of them dilperfed tFiFOUghoiit all parts of 
Spain ; but they all know, and keep cor- 
rdpondehce with one another,- and carry 
on a trade by exchanging their thefts r 
They pay greater obedience than they do 
to the&r fewftil king, to one' whtorti they 
ftile the cotmt, who, with all his fucceflbrs, 
goes by the fiTnzfnt oi - MaldoHada \ not 
becaufe they are any ways defcended from 
that noble family, but- becaufe a page be-< 
lonjging^ to a gentlen^n of that name be- 
cami^enamoured' With a gipfy, who would 
not grant him ^her love, imlefe . he made 
himfclf a gipfy,- and married hef: The 
page did fy^ and he pUafed the other gip- 
fies fo muck, that they mide'Wm their 
kin^, and' pdiJ him 'bl>edifencfe a$"fuchi 
aiiM,^vafi Ja' token of their •VaffllsJg^ ifhey 
alow Ktm a part ^f 'all they fteal; whert 
it is * of any vake. ^ THey employ thenli 
felves, to give colotir to their idlenefs, iff 
working things in iroh^, tod ft) you "wiff 
always fee them' ^tting^foftli tb f*le^i irf 
the ftreets^\and • highway^i ^ineertr, -fife}^ 
pierceri, /hammers, and foch 4ike -triflei- 
which they likewife nfiakc ufe df themfelyes^ 
to\ execute their robberies': The women 
are* thrown midwives, ; and in - this they 
havfe 'tlife' 'advantage of* ^ our wom^n; that 
they britng^foctH theiaf^births mtathe^^d 
, »•> without 



without cod: or charge *, they waih their 
young children with cold water a& foon 
as they are born ; and from that time to 
the day of i^eir deachy they are hardened 
and inured to bear the inclemencies and 
rigours of the different feafons, Co that 
they are nimble and briik, and are great 
runners, vaultcrs and dancers. They al- 
ways marry amongft themfelves,. that their 
cheating tricks and frauds may not conieta 
be known to any but thoie of their fraterni* 
ty : When they aflc alms^ they get it more byr 
their jefts and cunning lieSr,. than their de« 
YOtions; and under pretence that dier^ 
is no ope will truii them^. they get into no 
fervice, but give th^infelves .up tq an idle 
laay life : And ieldom> or myer jhave h 
feeft, if I remember aright, a^y.g^^fy re* 
ceiying the communioi^ at the foot of the 
altar, dthough I have go^e many time$ 
into the chwche&ix Their thou^ts are 
frholly employed in contriving how the; 
fb^ f heat people, and where they fliaJl 
ileal : They relate their thefu to on^ ano* 
ther,, and in Mrhat manner, they eSe&ed 
them : One day a gipfy related to the„ others^ 
before me, a trick, that he had put upon a^ 
countryman; which was, that tlve ^pfy 
bad an als with a Ihort tail, and on the uttlt: 
bareLfiump of his tail^*he ingra&ed a falie 

one, 



one, that was very fiill of ^hair, Which was fo 
well fet on, that it feemed as if it was his 
Own natural one : He brought it into the 
market place, and a countryman bought 
it of him for ten ducats ; as foon ' as^ he 
fold it, and received thi- inbncy, he told 
the countryman, that if he had a mind to 
buy the brother of it, who was every bit as 
good, he would fell it him a better penny- 
worth. The countryman bid him go and 
leech it, and that he would purchafe it of 
him, and in the mean while he would carry 
that which he had bought to his 'lodgings/ 
Irhe countrj^man went his way, the gipfy* 
followed* him, and by fome mearis or 
other, the ffipfy had the dexterity to 
fteal the afs^^onl. the cbUhtrymarf, *hoin 
he ^had fold: it- to 5 and inntt^cSttely 
hc-to<ik off the 'ftam-taii, land i^ 'him', 
only his own bare ftump : He changed the 
pannel and halter, and was bold enough^ 
to go and feek out the countryman, 'that 
he nriight fell it ' him a fecond time j he' 
fourtd hini befbre he had* mil&d the firlt 
ifs, ^ttsfd' after a few words,' he bought** 
the fecOnd. ' He^ went to his lodgings to * 
pay the' money, where he found the firft 
afs miOing ; and 'although it was very uri- 
I likely, ^'y^ 'he'iiifpeared the gipfjT* b^d' 
ftolc ktitoni Kim^ - attd rrfufed «« jiay^him 5- 
. ^j the 
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the gipfy run 6ut for witnefles, mi 
brougi^ in thofc who had received the duty 
for the firft ofsi aiid they fwore, that the 
gipfy had. fold the countryman an afs 
with a very lar^e and buihy %d^\^ very 
4iff6rent from this . f^cond one ^^rhich he 
iiold him* Befides all this, there wa$ an 
^ua^il prefent, who efpoufed the caufe 
of the g^pfy with fo much earneftnefs, that 
the countryman wajs obliged to pay for the 
afs fwice over. They related a great 
Qiany :0<;bef theft$^ and all or the great- 
^ft pftrt af thep^ were of beafts, in fteal- 
ifig of which they arc very expert, an4 
make it their chief employment. In a 
yrord, they are a very wicik^ fet of peo- 
ple ; and ^thiQiagh m4fiy and very wife 
jiidgie^ have endea^voiif ed tQ rfibmx tHeni} 
yet th^y are not ia the leaft amended. At 
the eiwi of twenty days» they Iwl a nund 
to carry me to Mht^s^ for which purpofe, 
we were obliged to pafe through Granad^f 
where the company to wi^ich the drum- 
mer my Tpi3^r belonged, . wa» at that; time 
quartered : As the gipfies h^d infomiation 
of it, they kept me locked tjp in a cham- 
ber belonging to the inn where they lay j I 
heard them mention the reafon of it^ and 
did not much like the inteiKiod jo^ey, 
^ £> I was v^v^dtQ get lodfe, if I 

could, 
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€xnAij and aftermuids put it in eacecutionu 
/in gcung out cf Gran^da^ I came to an or- 
dkard belonging to a Afb^r, who reeded 
me with a good wifi, and I ftayed wi& a 
better, thinking that he would want me for 
niching eUe but to guard his cMrchard, an 
employment) in my <^inion, of lefs trouble 
foA l^u^, ^alA diat tOf guttrc&ig the flock ^ 
. 9u»d as there Was^iia Heed to ft^md Wrang- 
ling 2hcKX W^ges, the Mdor eftfily foltnd a 
fervamtwhom h/t might tommand, and I a 
mafter to feire ( I flayed with him above 
a mK)nth, not becaufe I liked my way of 
file fb w^U, biit on <tccount of the plelUure 
(f I tcmttived^ ii^ if^marking dnd finding out 
the lifib my itialter led, a^ by this means^ 
that of all the Mfors in Spain) O how 
many ftraiijge things could I tell you, Sei- 
fio^ of this Mdcrifii ct^Vf^ if I was not 
afraid we Ihould not be able to make an 
end irf th^m thefc t^ wefeks ; and if I was 
to be particular, I fliould not eren finifh 
diem in two months. fMy ftialler beh^g a 
mi^rabk covetous wretch, as all of that 
breed are, he fed me with btead made of 
fluliet, and with little bits and fcraps which 
was his own Co9¥fmou &>od^ Biit kind hea- 
ven enabled me to bear this bardfhip, by ai 
tery ftrange accid^nt^ as you ftiaB hear-, 
eyery morning, «s ibon as the day began" 

to 
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to break,' aryadng man w:hQ fccifecd t6bea 
itudenti. cafiDQ &i^dl&t.4o^%a wnderoiip of 
tliQ many. |!)an;egrato*e( . jtr^ - rfiat t^rtrc fa 
jtha^ipjate^.he w4$ dreflfed.iRb^si which 
•by long'Wtjat", fead : chs^nged. colour, and 
lqbk<?da little' thijead-baRe 5 He ."^ras- always 
very biify in.ivTitihg jb fi .p^kctrbook, and 
eJ^e^rj? -:j»9^n todfjth*^^,:: jbfe ftwcjc . his fore- 
h^4.iyiffe.t&P pli^.^f . his,.bands;^'jand bit 
jjis fiay^,-lft^king: Bpjft^cyafttyv/tor^he fky j 
g Apr tint^3 he was Jfo, - wirapt . .in ' thought, 
that he neither ftirred hand or foot, nor 
eyen.bis eye-lids, fo j great were his rap- 
Wre§..: Qrie Vira^rJ-wentrneftrhi^, .without 
his. p|?rcei^iitg ^^r> Lh^^rcJ: him-nnniser 
fpm^thiflg ; l^itWQ^;?! ,hk t^thi and' after 
((Hi^ paufe, ,he cried out idicjud,-: Thanks 
to my lufckyift^ts, this is the beftrftanza 
I ever made in my whole life ! and writ- 
ing it down asfaft.^s h^^cpuldin iu3 htx>k, 
hj?.^ef^ed.to .t^'J^hly*cieUghted:^5A it •, 
ah ; which made f me.ifco|iJ9^ure> tljat this 
happy -; mm\ mi^ : ne^ds . br. a., po^t. I 
fawped upon.hirn with my yfual {rarefies, 
tOr affure him ,of my* tam^ne^-, -I threw 
myfe^f at hh if^ apd. be being affiled . of 
Joayd geotlenfii 'by, this.. mark of;.rc^e<a, 
purfued hjs, thought^,, and began to* ierarch 
his., hj^adj,, and /to jbc^ .in. ;hi^ high -*:flQwn 
raptures ^4^)/ and to write as before, 
c. ^ When 
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While he was thus employed, there came 
a gay well drefied young man into the 
orchard, with fome papers in his hand, 
in which he read from time to time ; he 
came to the other, and faid to him. Have 
you finiihed the firfl z£tf I have juit 
now finifhed it, anfwered the poet, the 
moft happily that can be imagined* In 
what manner ? alked the other. After this 
manner, anfwered the poet; his holine& 
the pope appears cloathed in his pontifical 
habits, with twelve cardinab all drefied in 
purple i for when the event, which is the 
fub^ef): of my comedy happened, there 
was a Mutaiio Caparum^ and the cardinals 
did not go drefied in red, but purple; 
and therefore it is highly neceflary, in or- 
der to keep a due proprictv, that thefe my 
cardinals fiiould be cloatned in purple; 
and this is a matter of great impc^tance to 
the comedy ; I cannot be miftaken in this 
point, becaule I have read ovtx the whole 
book of the Roman ceremonies, only that 
I might be in the right, as to thefe habits. 
But where the devil do you think, replied 
the other, we can get purple dreflcs for 
twelve cardinals ? Get them you muft, 
anfwered the poet, though you go to R^tm 
for them ; for if you take only one away 
of thefe, I will give you my comedy fpr no- 

K thing. 
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thing* Body a£ me ! mv& thi& grand and 
magnificent appt^axaace \» lo&l Ima^e 
tQ yaurfelf what, a fine flicw bis boUjodk 
the pc^e will make on th^ ftage^ fuixound'- 
ed withi twehrje grave cardixuH^ asudthc 
other attendants which he muft necei&riiy 
have withj him v by- heaven ! it will he 
onfe of the grahdeft: aixl moit magnificeAfi 
feedes, that .has. evec been &en, in : corned y, 
not excepting, that called the Nefigay^ writ- 
tin by harofa. By this. I was fully afiur-^ 
ed the one was apoet, and the othei; a^play- 
er. C^hit player advifcd.thejpoet to clip oS- 
a^few of'dieir emin^ncesy it he would, ijtot 
make the comedy impofilMa to be.a&ed: 
Xo whidi the poet^replied, that thqyjntght ^ 
thank hux>, that hq h^'not isrought in the 
whole conclave, to. gKace the . moiibrable. 
aAion ^hich was. the fiibjedbof-hismofl: 
ingenious and \^ell^a)ntrived comedy. The 
a£bor laughed at' this^ and left; him to. his 
employment, to return to. hisL own, w^hich 
was to ftudy a part in- a new comedy; ^ Tha 
poet having >wrote« fi>me more, flahza's of* 
his m^i^ificent comedy, pulled out of his 
ptocket, with greaf gravity and delibera^ 
tion, jfbme broken pieces of bmad, aaad a- 
bbut twenty r^ns|as I think ; fbria,Itfaoagh 
r counted them, yet I am in doubt if there 
were fo oiany or. no, bcca^ife ther^ were 

fome 
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fdfxie cnims ojf bread mixt with them: 
He feparated, and blowed a^vay the cnimfe, 
and eat the raifins one by one, and I believe 
he even eat the ftalks, for I few him fling 
kiothing away, he would fain have eateh 
too, {for his appetite feemed in no wife to 
be fully fatisfied) the broken pieces of 
bread, which being coloured by the nafp 
of his pocket, looked as if they were 
mouldy, but they were fo hard, that tho* 
he emdeavotrr ed to foftcn them by chewing, 
libt oiily once, but feveral times, yet he 
was hbt abte tA mafter them -, all which re- 
d<oUrtded to my profit, for he flung them 
to int^ fayittg. Here, take them^ and much 

^ good may thfcy do thee. 

Gobd god^ ! cti^d I, within myfelf, is 
this, 1«4iich this poet gives me, the Ne5fAr 
-0f AitihrBfia^ which they fey the gods, and 
his patron Apolh live upon in heaven. In 

. a word, the poverty and Wretchednefs of 
the poets, is generally Very great \ how- 
ever, my neceflity was. greater, fmce it 
obliged me to eat what he flung away. All 
the time he was compofing his comedy, he 
nevef miffed coming to the orchard, nor 
did 1 want for cf ufts of bread, for he di- 
vided, them with me very liberally, and we 

^<ufed to go together, after Our repaft, to the 

^' weB, where we both quenched our thirft, as 

K a great 
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great as two mbnarchs, I laying down and 
lapping, and he making ufe of one of the 
pots which was faftened to the wheel/ Bup 
the poet having finifhed hisi comedy, caf^e 

. no more to the orchard ; and hunger prcf- 
fed me ib much, that I was refolved to leave 
the Moor^ and go. into the city to feek fome 
better fortune i for as the proyerb fays. 
He finds it mt at lafty who often removes bis 
quarters.J Juft as I entered the city, I met 
my poet; as foon as he faw me, he came to 
me with open arms, imd I went to bin), 
feeming to be ovegoyed that I had nict 
with him. He immediately begun to pull 
out pieces of bread, a little tenderer dian 
thofe he ufed to bring with him to the or- 

: chard, and delivered them. up to my jaws, 
without chewing them in his own, a favour 
whi(:h fatisfied my hunger, with ^ uncom- 
mon pleafure. . He went through the city, 
I followed him, relplving to have hinii for 

- my mafter, if he woukl receive me, ima- 
gining I could keep my camp from ftar- 

; ving, by what was overplus in his fortrefe,; 
for. there is no better, nor ^more laftiiig 

' ptirfe than charity and generofity, wbofe 
liberal hands are never poor. And there- 
fore I don*t agree with that proverb, which 
fa;ys, Mas da el duro^ que el defnudo \ The 

' ^^gi^^'A ^^ kard'hearted imn^ ihe^ more tkm 
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the poor man \ as if the covetoBs aiid hard* 
hearted man gave as much as the gene- 
rous poor man, who gives his good wilhei 
and defires, when he has nothing clfe to 
beflow. /After walking fome time we flop- 
ped at the hotift of the rtiaftet of a 6om- 
pariy of players, ^ho, to the beft of my 
tcmenArancc, was caked Anguh : <Ct\itit 
was a ntimerous audience aflembled to hear 
tny maftcr^s comedy ; but in the middle of 
th^firft jmS:, they went 6ut 6ne by one, 
and two by two, till at laft thj m after and 
I made up hii whole audience./ As for the 
* comedy, it wis fuch a one, that although 
I was but an aft, in refpeft of thefe poeticaSi 
matter^i yet I myfelf thought that SataH 
himfelf had compofed it, for the total ruih 
and perditioA of the poet, who already b8- 
gull to fwallow his fpittle, • beholding thfc 
folitude in which the audience had, left 
him • and perhaps his fore-boding Ibul 
pre^ged the dire diigrace, ifv^hicli alt^ad^ 
thfeatefted him; which \^as, that* air 'thfe 
ai^^, wh6 wdrri ab6ve twelve ih number*, 
carhe ih together, and without laying a 
wotd, laid hofii 'of my poet, and if it haft 
tk* been that the mafter in^fpofed', aftii 
pacified therrt*' a little by -his- aiAhofit^,. 
joined -with prayei-s "and iiArfeatfci, " t^ey 
wotiW^ without doubt, haVt? toSSd Kmy^h 

K 3 ablan- 



( 10^ ) 

a blanket* I remained quite thundec-ilriick 
with this event ^ the mailer out of hutnour, 
the players merry, and the poet in a pet, 
who with, a great deal of patience, ald^ojigb 
the ferenity of his countenance feen\ed : Pi 
be a little ruffled, took up his ccmedyi 
and putting it ia his bolbm, muttered be- 
tween his teeth ; //. is not good to throw 
pearls befi^efwine •, and with this he walked 
out with much gravity and calmne&.. For 
my pajt, I was quite out of countenance^ 
and I neither could, nor would follow him; 
and I hit the risht nail on the head^ for 
the mafter of the players careifed me fo 
much, that it obliged me to ftay with him^ 
and. in lefs than a: months. I became a prinr 
cipal aft or,, and a great favourite • or the 
town, in the interludes and. pantomime 
entertainment^. ( They mu^^zellcd me, and 
taught me to attack on the. ftag^ any one 
they had a mind ; fo that,^ as the interr 
hides are commonly, concluded with cudr 
gels» iiiL. our company tbeyi were conr 
€luded>, by letting me on,, and I threw 
down, and trampled, under foot, all: tha( 
came ui my w^]^ with which I made fools 
lav^h^ and bspught much gain to my qi^ 
fter. Q Scipio / how many things : could I 
wthxt to. yo% which I iaw and. remark- 
ed Vk thi$9, dad two other companies, qf 

come- 
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comedf^is,. whom I lived with fome time ? 
but it being impoillble to reduce it to sr 
&ccin£t and concife narration^ I muft leave 
iC; for another day^ if we ihould be fo 
' happy as to have another day's, conference 
together. You fee how- long my difcourfe 
has been $. ymi have feen likewife, ho^r 
many and different adventures I have run 
through ;: my long travels, and the many 
maAers I have had ; but all yoy have heard, 
is nothing in comparifon ta what I could 
relate to you, concerning what I remarked 
among this fet of peo|de, vts. their me-- 
thod of proceeding, dbcir way of Hfe, their 
cuftoms, their employments,, their labour^ 
their idlend&, their ignorance^ and their 
Wit; witK an infinite number of other 
things I could tell of ; thofe whofe bufineis 
is to prompt,, and' thofe who get among 
the audience to receive what is aifled, with 
j9iouts ot applaufe^, and the tricks they 
make ufe of to deceive their audience ; the 
greateft part of whom are cxtreipcly fond 
of ftrange appearances, and wonderful me-. 
tamorphofes. ^ 

Stip.l very weH conceive, Berganfa:,yfhB,t' 
a large field lies^ open to you for difcourfe ^^ 
and I an^ of opinion, that you ftiould leayc . 
this for a particular difcourfe by itleUf, an4. 
for an. opportunity when, we fhall beJn no 
fear, of being difturbed. Berg. 
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Berg. Let it be fo, tnd gire attsentbn. 
I came with a company of aAors to this 
city of Falkdolidj where they gave me a 
woQnd in an interlvKde, whith had like td 
have jcoft me my liib* I.couid Mt rcwflg^ 
myfelf then^ bccaulb I was tmifezeltedy and 
afterwards in cold blood I would not, fot 
a. deliberate revenge argues crudity^ cow- 
ardice, and a* wicked heart. . But I ff^s^ 
tired of this empiioyment^ not beoatilb vSiere 
was mlich trouble br labour in it|^ bttt^be- 
caufe I fafw a great many things id it, 
which required both cqrreftion and amend - 
ment J and as I could only iee, but not 
remedy them, I thought it beft to get but 
of the fight of them, and/fo I became 
very religious all of a fuddai, as thofe do 
who forlake' their vices, when they can no 
longer follow them; which makes good 
the old proverb, // is better late tbim never. 
I &y then; that feeing you one night car- 
rying a lantern before th«^ig0od MAl$dii^ 
1 looked upon you as orfe fa:Hlttenfcd-%kh 
your condition, . an(J|;^u(Wy ^d hoBly env- 
ployed ; and ftirr^d^tip by a comnfieHd^l^ 
emulation, I determined to folldw your 
fteps; and with this laudable intention, I 
ran before Mabudes^ who immedifeitely ctefe 
me for your companion, and brought m^ 
CO this hofpitai. '^hat has happened to me 

- fince 
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finCe I have been here, is not fo inconfide- 
rable, but it will take ibme time to relate? 
cfpecially the difcourfe I heard between 
four fick men, whom their hard fate, and 
wretched poverty, had brought into this 
hoipital, who lay all in one room. Permit 
me to relate it, for it will not take up 
much time, and comes in very aprcpos. 

Scip. I give you leave ; but be as conciie 
as you can, for I believe the day is not far 
oiF. 

Bm;' In the four beds at the end of 
this infirmary, were^poet, an alchymift, 
a mathematician, and one of thofe people 
whom they call projeftors. 

Scip. I remember to have feen thefe good 
people. 

Ber;g*^ I fey then, that in one of the hot* 
teft days of laft fummer, the windows be« 
ing ihut clofe, I was almoft ftiflied, and 
lay ynder one of the beds, fucking in 
greedy what little air there was. ^The 
poet began to bewail bitterly his hard for- 
tune ; and the mathematician afking him 
what he complained of, he made arUwer^ 
of hi9 cruel and niggardly fortune. And 
have I. not fufficient reaibn to complain, 
added he, fince having obferved the rule 
which Horace lays down in his Jrt of Poe-- 
/7,-that xiQ work ihould conxc to thq light, 

tiU 



till ten ytoxa lifter its fiHl osApofiiig : And 
I havte ^ne which I hav^ ismployted twenty 
years on, and it is tvw&bre fince I finiihed 
it, a W(n-k great iti the fiAjed, admirable 
and <new in the ihv^ncion, lofty m the 
verfe, entertainifig ifi the epifodes, kn^rvel- 
lous ill the divifibn^ for the bediming 
anfwers to the middle and ^nd, fo that they 
romp^fe a fiiblime, fonorous, heroic, and 
delightful pc^tti V si^<i yet ftotwitfaftfti^iAg 
all this, I cannot find a prince, or any great 
IDa» to dtdteate it «d^ I ^an a pittce, 
mho Is wife ^nd lesirfted, Vhmi wd mag^ 
nanimous : So miferable are the timi^^ and 
fuch a depraved age is this t>f our^ ! Of 
What does the poem titat f ^ed the dchy* 
mift. It treats, anfwered the poet, rf trhil 
itrchbiihop Tfirpin oittitted, in * his hifiory 
of king Artbtn- of Engbmd^ tbgethet wi^ x 
fupplement, containing the life of St. ^rid^ 
and all this in heroics, ^rtm rhimt^ and 
part blank, but all in ihort itietfe i I lay, 
in fhort metre, com^o&d'^ w^vtn fub- 
ftantives, withoiat admitdAg any dWe verb. 
For my part, anf^r^ the aldiyihift, 1 
tinderftand but little ^f |)deiiy, ^U)d ther6 
fore camtot fufficiofitly judgfs of ihi hafti 

fate 

♦ K. ft. f ftii pofrjh i^ hcfcitfiiifce t:itibteii6! kt Lon* 
iba, with fomc alterations, by Sir R. B. 
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fate jtou complain, of ; bvH: though it was 
much grcfjtejr tfean it is, it would not be 
equal to mine i . which is, that it waj^ f<>r 
yf?im of fomo great m^n to fupport me, 
2f\d give me the n^ceflfary mat^erials which, 
the fcieace of ajchymy requires, that I 
am npt now rodliog in gold, and richer 
thfto citt>er MSias of Cr^fus. Have you 
experipnoed, , fenoi; ^i^^j/?^ faid the ma- 
themjutician^ the polTibility of e^ttaftifig 
fil^erer fipom other metals ? I have not as 
yet, anfwered the- alchymift, extraftqd, a«y, 
but L verily- know, it may be done ; and in 
lcf& thaa twd. months, I fhaU have perfeft- 
cdi the philofopher*s ftone, with which 
you may turn into gold ai>d filveri the 
very Itonesjthemfelves. Ifou have both of 
you. highly exaggerafe.d your, misfortunes^ 
faid ite mattematician ; and yet one has 
codx^pofed. ajar, excelie^^t poem, and only 
vsantsja^gneatmaa to. di^licate itto; and 
the other 'waQts but littl^< of. finding! out- 
the phjloibpher'siftone: But wh^t ihall I 
fay of mine,. wJiich fo far exceeds your*s, 
that I havje not any thing to- fupport my felf 
with ? Two and twenty ysears I have beea. 
employed in findiiig out the loogtti^e, and 
here I take it, and tliexe I lQaiiire'it,..aQid 
imagining! oftentimes, that I hatve ioixnd 
it, and. that it cai^not poffihLy. elcape me^ 

when 
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when I do not in the leaft fufpeft it, I find ^ 
myfclf as far to feck as evcr^ which fills 
me with furprize and afboniihment ; it is 
the fame with the fquare of the circle,' 
which I have come fo nigh finding out, 
that I know not, nor can imagine why I 
have it not at this time in my pocket ; and 
fo my pain is like that of Tantahs^ who is 
near the fruit, and dies with hun^r, and 
in the water, and yet perifhes virim thirft. 
Sometimes I think I have hit iipon the 
tr\7th, and at other times find myielf fofar 
from it, that I am forced to climb up 
again the mountain, which I have juft 
come down, with the rock of my labours 
upon my back, like another Sijypbus. 

The projc&or had kept filence till now, 
and here he broke it, with thefe words ; 
For my part, I renounce from henceforth 
all diofe employments, which neither main- 
tAin, nor even give the pofleflbrs of them 
bread to eat. ~ I, gentlemen, am a pro- 
jeftor, and have, at different times, laid 
before his majefty feveral different fchemes, 
all which would, if put in execution, be 
very much to his advant^e, without any 
prejudice to his kingdom ; and i have juft 
now drawn up a petition, wherein I hum- 
bly befcech him to appoint fbme proper 
perfons, to whom I may commimicate a 

new 
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new Tclieme, that I have drawn up, which 
is fuch a.one, that it will pajr all the debts 
of the ftate, and^replenifti his coffers. But 
by thcifuccefs I have had with my other 
petitions, makes me judge that this like-, 
wife will be rejefted : But that you may 
not think me a madman, gentlemen, al- 
though my icheme by this means may be- 
come public, yet I will communicate it to 
you i it is, to petition the affembly of 
the ftates, to ena<5t a law, that all his 
inajefty*s fubjefts, from the age of four- 
teen to feventy, be obliged once a month, 
to confine themfclves to bread and wa- 
ter, and this to be on a certain appoint-* 
ed day ; and that all the money which 
would have been expended that day in 
fniit, flefti, fifh, wine, eggs, pulfe, €s?r. 
be given to his mjgefty, without defraud- 
ing him df -a farthing, of which every one 
Ihould take his oath ; and by this means^ 
in twenty years time, all the dc^bts of the na- 
tion would be paid : For if I have computed 
^ight, there are in Spirinj more than three 
millioiis of people within the limits of the 
above-mentioned age, befides infirm old 
people who are above, or thofe that are un^ 
der Tt, and no one <rf' thefe three millions 
can fpend lefs than a ryal and a half a 
d^> and this at ^ very moderate eomputa 5 

L tion- 
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tion ; but will fay only one ryal, for k 
cannot well be lefs; and do you think, 
gentlemen^ it would be a fmall matter, for 
the king, to have three millions of ryals, 
jevery month, winnowed, as it were, from 
all incumbrances ? And this would be ra- 
ther an advantage, than a lofs to the fallers, 
fmce by fafting they would pleafe heaven, 
as well as ferve the king ; and there might 
be fome too, to whom fafting- might be 
coliveBient for their health's fake. This 
is a projcft quite free from duft and ftraw, 
and might be colle<Sted by the curates of 
the parifhes, without the charge of oifH- 
cers, who are the ruin of the ftate. They 
all laughed at the projedl and the pro- 
je<5tor, and he, in the fame manner, laughed 
at their follies ; and for my part, I was 
filled with admiration, at what I heard 
them fay, and to iee that fuch men moft 
<:ommonly die in an hoipital. 

Scip* You are in the right, Berganfa \ have 
you any thing further to fay ? 

Berg^ Only two things more, with which 
I fhall conclude. My matter going one 
night to afk ^ms in the houfe of the cor- 
regidor of this city, we fonmd him idone, 
and I th ought it a good opportunity to ac- 
quaint him with what I had heard an old 
man, w ho is a patient in this hofpital fay, 

con- 
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concerning the means to prevent the fad 
ruin which idle young girls come to, who 
by not getting into fcrvicc^ fjdl into divers 
ills, and at laft are obliged to go into the 
hofpitals : I fay then, that being wiUing* 
tell him, I raifed my voice, thinking that 
I had the gift of fpcech ; but inl^ead of 
pronouncing articulate founds,^! barked in 
fo loud a note, that the corfegidor bemg 
difgufted at it, called out to his fervants- 
to drive me out of the hall with a good 
cudgel *, and a lacquey, who cande running 
at the call of his matter, (it would have 
been better for me had he been a little deaf 
juft at that time) laid hold of a piece o£ 
wood, which was the firft thing that came 
to his hand, and fo batted my ribs with it, 
that I carry the marks of thofe blows up- 
on me, even at this day, 

Scip. And do you complain of this, Ber^ 
ganfa ? 

Berg. Have I not reafon to complain, 
when I feel the fmart of them yet, as I have ^ 
already faid, and that I think my gbodan- 
tenti(Ki did not'deferve fixch a rewaM f 

Scip. Why look you, Berganfa^ no one 
mutt intermeddle where he is not called- 
upon, nor concern himfelf in what does not 
belong to him. Befides, you mutt conG-^ 
der, that the advice of the poor is never 

L 2 taken, 
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taken, although it be never fo good j nor 
muft the poor man have the prefumption 
to counfcl the great, and thofe who think 
they know every thing : Wifdom . and 
knowledge in the poor pian. is obfcured, 
for poverty and wretchednefe are fhadows 
and clouds which darken it ;► and if by 
chance it difcovers itfelf^ it is looked up- 
on as foolilhnefs, and is treated with con- 
tempt. 

Berg. You are in the right, .and I fhall 
for the future take warning by what I have 
already fuffered, and follovT yogf advice 
In the fame mannef I went the other night, 
into the houfe of a lady of diftiiiftion,: who 
had in her arms a little diminutive kp- 
dog, fo fmall, tliiat ihe might h^iv^-Wd Mm' 
in her bofom, vho> as foon be, faw me,, 
leaped out of the arms of his lady^ v\m at. 
me, barking furiouily, and ib g^^e^ was his 
infolence, as to bite me by the leg. I 
beheld him with anger> but reftfained it 
out of refpeft to his lady, and faid with- 
in myfelf. Thou little bafe animd, if I 
Ihould catch thee in the ftrcet, I would, 
cither take no notice of thee, or eUe I would 
tear thee in pieces : I reflefted upon this, 
that even cowards and daftards are bold 
and infolent, when they are in favour vrith . 
great meiii and are the moft forward to in- 

fuh 
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fult thofe that are in every refpeft better 

men than themfelves. 

Scip, We fee a plain proof of the truth o£ 
what you foy, in fome little pitiful fellows, 
who under the (hadow of their mailers, 
dare to be infolent. But if by chance, 
death, or any other accident deprives them 
of their fupport, by throwing down the tree 
^n which they proped themfelves, then it 
is plainly feen how little courage they have ; 
for, in fine^; all their good qualifications 
are no more than what they borrow from 
tlieir matters and proteftors ; but tnie vir- 
tue and a good underftanding, are always 
the fame, naked, or cloathed, alone, or in- 
company: k is true, that it may fufFer 
Ibmetimes m the efteem of people,, but its 
true and real value is never leflened. And 
here let us end this difcourfe, for the light' 
which comes through thefe chinks, fhews 
that thfe day is far advanced, and at night, 
if we are not deprived of this great bene- 
fit of Ipeecb,^. it will be my turn to relate 
to. you my adventures. 

Berg. Agreed, and be fure to keep our 
appointment. 
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Cortado and Rincon. 
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T a certain mn, near the end o£ 
thole large and fertile plains of u^/- 

_ cadiay as we go from Cqjiile to jifh 

dalufia^ in one of the notteft days in fum- 
mer, there chanced to meet together two 
boys, about fourteen or fifteen years di 
age, neitherof, them could exceed feveiv- . 
teen, both of a good countenance, but in 
a very ragged and ihabby condition*, they 
had no clo^s on, their l^eeches were of 
linen, thqif ifcockings were fuch as nature 
gave •, they were indeed fomething: betto: 
Siod, for one of them had a- pair of ihoes 
made of rufhes, though, it is true, they 
were none of the bell, and thofe of the 
other had a rtiultipHcity of hoks in them, 
and the foles quite worn away ; one of them 
had on a green cap like a huntfman^ the 
other an old hat without a hatband, low 
in the crowh, and broad enough m the 
brinis for an umbrello^ Hurts they had 
none, for they had but half a one betwixt 
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them, or, in other words, one X)f them had 
a piece of a fhirt,. which juft .caxercd^his 
fhouldcrs and breaft, and that was fb black, 
that one would have fworn it had not been 
waflied fince, the days of JViwi > as for the 
other, he had none at all, nor any pockets, 
but he feemed to have a littte bundle in 
his bofom, which (as it afterwards appear- 
ed) contained nothing but a neckrband or 
two, which had* no need of being ftarjcfied,. 
for thejr were ftarched* enough with gteafej 
there were . carefully wrapt up in them, 
fome cards of an oval figure, the corners 
of them being worn out by frequent ufe; 
they were both of them fun-burnt, ' their 
nails as long as eaglets claws, aftd their 
hands not very clean ; one of th^m had an 
old dagger, by his fide,' and the other a 
yellow-handled knife, fuch as is ufed by 
butchers ; they both went out to cool them- 
felves in- the porch before .the' inn, and fit- 
ting down fronting each other, the eldeft 
faid to the youngeft. Pray ydiing' gentle- 
man, what IS your country and. whither 
are you bound ? My country, replied the 
youngeft, I do not know, neither do I 
know which way I am travelling. Why, 
truly, faid the -elder, I do hot fuppofe your 
worfiip came from Heaven, iieitfter* is this 
a jdacc for you to take .up your^flfeode in j 

' • ' and 
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and tterefore you will be obliged to go far- 
ther. It is very true, aniwered the youngeft ; 
but I told you true in what I faid,. becaufe 
the place I. was bom in, is not. minej noi? 
have I any thing more there, than a father 
that docs not own me, and a mother-in- 
law, who . indeed treats me like a fon-in- 
law, and the road where I travel, is where 
fortune leads, and where I find any body 
that will give me what is neceflary to pafs' 
through this mifenable Ufe j there will be 
the end of 107 jcwrney. And pray. Sir,' 
faid tie eldeft, .Was you brought up to Juiy 
bufinefs^ The other replied,, t know none,, 
biu: tiuit lean ruh as &fl as a har^ and leap; 
liloe a .deer,, and handle a pair of fci(&r^ 
admiraU^r^melli All this is veiiy good and^ 
poQ&tafale,rfa^ the eldeft,- becaufe fome 
ftxton. oir another will ghwr you the A[^ 
Sainir oEkting^ if you catXi cut him out die' 
paper flowers for the monuments on Holy 
^burfd^. You miflxake me, Sir, replied^ 
the youngeft,. ray catling is?, not of that- 
kind; htut that as n^ father, by the good- 
nefi p[ heaven, was a taylor and hofier,- 
he learnt me to cut out buikins, which 
are, as you well know, a fort of ftock- 
ings without feet \ and truly, I might long 
bdfbienow have been a mafter taylor, had 
not my niggardly fortune thruft me up ii> 

a corner. 
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a corner. All thcfe things, faid the eldeft,' 
I reckon of worthy and I have always heard 
fay, that the greateft. genius's lie moft 
concealed; however, you. are ftill young 
enough to mend your fortune ; but, tf I am 
not deceived^ you have yet greater abilities, 
which you do not care to difcover. That 
I have, faid the youngeft, but they are not 
for every one to know, as you have well 
obferved. To which the eldeft replied. 
But I can aflure you, I am one of the fe- 
creteft young men that you will find in 
many miles, and to oblige you to difcover 
your greatefl fecrets, I will tell you mine 
firft ; for I imagine there is fome myftery 
in our coming together after thU mianner $ 
and it is my bcKefi wefhall remain true 
frknds to each othe/, a^ : brig as we five. 
I, Sir, was born in Fiwij/nifl, a.'well-known 

place, and very famous for the gceat num- 
ber of travellers, which ire continually paf- 
fing through it : My name is Pedra^Rin- 
cm^ my father is a gentleman, for he is a 
minifter of the holy, crufadc^ that ij, he 
is one who publifhes the P/5p^s bulb ^ for 
fome time I affifted him in this office, and 
learned it fo well, that I would not turn 
my back on any body in the bufinefs. But 
one day taking a greater aBS^ion to the 
money arifing from the profits of the bulfe, 

than 
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than to the bulls themfelves, I laid hold 
of a bag, and made the beft of my way 
with it to Madrid^ where with the many 
opportunities I had of fpending my mo- 
ney, I foon drew out the very intrails of 
my bag. 

He that had the charge of the money, 
came after me, and apprehended me, and 
I had but little favour fhewn me -, although 
it is tree, the judges pitying my youth, 
contented themfelves with ordering me to 
be tyed up, and to be a little fly-fiapp'd, 
and that I fhould be banifh'd from the 
court for four years : I bore my fufferings 
with patience, Ihriigg'd up my fhoulders, 
and went into banilhinent with fo much 
halbe, that I had no time to look for a 
horfe ;, I took along with me what I 
thought moft ncceflary, and amongft the 
reft, this pack of cards, (and now I called 
to mind the old faying. He carries bis all 
en bis back) for with thcfe I have gained 
my living ajt all the public houfes and 
inns between Madrid and this place, play- 
ing at one and thirty; and though. Sir, 
they are dirty and tsorn, they are of won- 
demil fervice to thofe who vmderftand 
them, for they ihall never cut^ without 
leaving an ace at bottom, which: is one 
good point towards eleven, with whicK 

advan* 



advantage, thirty-one being the game, he 
fwceps all the money into his poem : Be- 
fides this, I know fome flight tricks at 
cards and hazard, fo that as you are very 
dexterous, and a thorough mafter of the 
art of cutting of buflcins, I am every bit 
as expert in the fcicrice of cheating people, 
and therefore I am in no fear of ftarving j 
for though I come but to a ihiall cottage, 
there are always fome who hatve a mind to 
pafe away time by playing a little, and of 
this we may now try the eacperiment our- 
felves *y let us fprcad the nets, ^ and we fliall 
fee if none of thcfe birds, the carriers, will 
fall into them ; which is as much as to fay, 
you tind I will platy together at one and 
thirty, as if it was in earneft, perhaps fome 
body may make the third, and he IhaU be 
fure to be the firft.to Teave his money be- 
liind him. ;With ^U tny iicart, faid the 
other, and I take ^ as a very great favour, 
you have given nrje* this Account of your 
life, which his laid *fuch an obligatiion 
upon mc, that I ifliall now .make you ac- 
quainted with mine ^ which take as fol- 
lows. I was bom in a pitiful little place, 
between Salamanca and Medina del Camps 
my father ;is )a taylor, ihe inftru(Sted me per- 
fe^y in his bufmefs, and made mc a com- 

pleat matter gf the fhcers •, but I being a 
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peifon of great ingenuity, did not ftop 
here, but thinking two profeffions better 
than one, fell to cutting of purfes, and 
being foon tired of fo fmall a village, 
which was in no wife large enough for my 
abilities to excrcife themfelves in, and not 
caring to fuffer any longer the cruelty with 
which my ftep-mother treated me, I packed 
up my alls^ bid adieu to the village, and 
went to Toledo to exercife my bufineis, in 
which place I afted wonders, for there was 
no pocket fo private that my fingers did 
not vifit, or fciffars cut, although they 
were guarded by Argus's eyes ; and in the 
four months that I continued in that city, 
I was never once taken, nor obliged to 
leap -walls, nor purfued by the catchpoles, 
nor blown by any cuckold of them all ; 
though it is true, a roguifh fpy had given 
notice of my great abilities to a juftice of 
the peace, who being afFefted with my 
great parts, had a great mind to fee me ; 
but I being of an humble difpofition, did 
not care to make fo free with fuch grave 
perfonages, for which rcafon I would not 
w;^it on him ; therefore went out of the 
city with fo much fpeed, th^t I had not 
time to provide myfelf with a horfe or 
mule, or to put fo much as a fingle far- 
thing in my pockets, nor look t)uc fon zt 
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return coach, or cart at leaft Welt, fays 
Rincon^ we will rub out all that, for now 
we know one another, we have no need to 
talk any more of our noble birth or qua- 
lity, nor to take ftate upon us, but let us 
confels we have not either of us a farthing 
in our pockets, nor yet Ihoes to our feet. 
It is even fo, anfwered Diego Ccrtado^ (for 
fo the little one was called) and fince our 
friendftiip, Mr. Rincotiy as you fay, muft 
be perpetual, let us begin it with folemn 
and praife-worthy ceremonies. And (o 
Diego Cortado getting up, embraced Rinccn, 
and Rincon him, with great marks of af- 
feftion, and immediately they fet down to 
play at one and thirty with the afore-men- 
tioned cards, free indeed from dull and 
ftraw, but not from greafe and deceit ; and 
in a few deals Cortado cut the ace as dex- 
teroufly as his mailer Rincon. In the mean 
time came a carrier out of the inn to cool 
himfelf in the porch, and afked leave to 
make a third ; they took him in with a 
good will, and in lefs than half an hour, 
they won twelve * ryals and eleven -j- ma- 
ravedis, which ftabbed him twelve times 
to the heart, and gave him eleven thou- 
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fand vexations. The carrier believing, as 

they were but boys, they would not defend 
themfelvcs, would have taken the money 
from them j but one laying his hand on 
his dagger, and the other on his butcher's 
knife, gave him fo much employment, 
that had not his companions run to his 
afliftancc, without doubt he had come 
poorly off. At this very nick of time, a 
company of travellers on horieback hap- 
pened to come by, who were going to dine 
at the inn of Alcalde^ which was half a 
league farther, who feeing the quarrel be- 
tween the boys and the carrier, made peace 
betwixt them, and told the boys, that in 
cafe they were going to SeviUe^ they might 
go along with them* We are going there, 
laid RincoHy and we will ferve you in what- 
foever you command 5 and without any 
more ado, they ran before the mules, lea- 
ving the carrier in vexation and trouble 
enough, and the hoftefs in admiration, at 
the cunningnefs of the young rogues, flie 
having privately overheard all their dif- 
courfe ; and when (he told the carrier that 
flie heard them fay the cards they had were 
falfe, he was ready to tear his very niufta- 
choes for anger, and would needs go after 
them to get his money again, for he faid 
it was the greateft affront and indignity, 
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that two fuch boys IhouW cheat To great a 
man as himfclf, but his companions flop- 
ped him, advifing hiin not to go, unleis 
he had a mind to publiih his own folly 
and fimplicity ; in fhort, they faid fo many 
things to him, that although they gave 
him no great comfort, however obliged 
him to defift from going after them. 

But to return to our youngfters, Cortado 
and Rincon behaved themfelves fo well to 
the travellers, that the greateft part of the 
way they were cwried behind one or other 
of them^ for although they had feveral 
opportunities of exploring the infide of the 
travellers portmantles and cloak-bags, they 
Would not make ufe of them, that they 
might not lofe fo good an opportunity oi 
going to Seville^ which place they had a 
great mihd to fee. However, having en- 
tered the city about the time of evening- 
prayer, and being juft come to the cuftom- 
houfe, where the duty upon all goods is 
paid, Ccrtado could not refrain from rip- 
ping open a portmantlc, which a French^ 
tnan^ who was one of the company, carried 
behind him ; and fo with his long knife, 
he gave it fo large and deep a wound, that 
the very entrails of it might be feen ; and 
dexteroufly drew out two good fhirts, a 
fun-dial, and a memorandum, bpok, with 
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^which, when they came to examine their 
booty, they were not at all pleafed ; and 
thinking that fince the Frenchman carried 
fo large a portmantle behind him, there 
mud needs be fomewhat in it of more 
value than thefe trifles, they had a great 
mind to return and give it another found- 
ing, but they did not do it, imagining the 
Frenchman had before now perceived the 
trick they had played him, and taken care 
of what they had left behind in the port- 
mantle. 

They had taken their leaves of thofe who 
had maintained them to this place, before 
they committed the theft -, the next day * 
they fold the (hirts in the market for old 
cloaths, which is kept without the Sand 
Gate ; they fold them for twenty ryals ; af- 
ter this they went to fee the city, admiring 
its grandeur, and the fumptuoufnefs of its 
great church, the great concourfe of peo- 
ple on the river, it being the time of load- 
ing the fleet, and there being fix gallics on 
it ; the fight of them made them figh; 
fearing their way of life would bring them 
there, one day, to end their lives. Seeing 
a great many boys running up and down 
with little baflcets, they afked what bufi- 
nefs that was, if it was laborious, and what 
gains attended it. An Jufirran boy, of 
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whom they enquired, anlwercd, that] it 
was an eafy buiinefs, and paid no duty $ 
that fome days they gained five or fix ryals, 
with which they eat and drank, and were 
as merry as kings. The two ifricnds did 
not think much amiis of this account 
which the Auftrian gave, neither did the 
bufinels difpleafe them, for they thought 
that under covert of that, they might 

Eradlife their own with more fecurity, and 
ctter fuccefs, by the oppprtunities it 
would give them of entering into houfes ; 
and therefore they immediately refoived to 
buy what was neccflary for the bufinefs, 
fince they might enter upon it without 
examination ; fo afldng the Juftrian what 
was neceflary to buy, he anfwcrcd, two 
little new bags, and each of them three 
baikets of palm, two great . and one little 
one, in which they were to put feparately,, 
the meat, fiih, and fruit, and the bread 
in the bag ; he fhewed them where they 
were fold, and they paid for all out of the 
booty they took from the Frenchman. The 
Auftrian told them, that in lefs than two 
jhours, they might take their degree in 
their new bufinefe, if they did but ufe their 
bafkets cleverly ; he advifed them to re- 
pair in the morning to the butchery, and 
the market of St. Saviour ^ on jBih-days tg 
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the fifli-market •, every evening to the 
river ; and on Thurfdays to the fair. They 
took care to get this leffon well by heart, 
and the next day early in the morning, 
they went to the market of St. Saviour ; 
they had fcarcely come into it, but the 
young lads of the fame bufinefs farround-r 
ed them, who by the flaming fine figure 
of their bags and bafkets, faw tliey were 
novices, and alked them a thoufand que- 
fUons, to which they anfwercd with a great 
deal of difcretion and modefly ; in the 
mean time there came a young man drefled 
in black, like a ftudent, and a foldier, into 
the market, who being invited by the neat-^ 
nels of their bafkets, he that looked like 
the ftudent, called Cortado^ and the fol- 
dier, Rincan : Here we are, laid both ^ 
may this be a good beginning, faid Rincon^ 
for you are the firft, Sir, that has given 
me handfeh To which the foldier replied,. 
The handfel will not be bad, becaufe I am 
in love, and am to make a treat to-day, 
for feme ladies of my miftrefs*s acquaint- 
ance. Well Sir, faid Rincon^ load nie with 
what you pleafe, for I have a willing mind, 
and am ftrong enough to carry away all in 
the market ; and if it might be of any fer* 
vice, I would lend a helping hand to cook 
it tQO, with a very good will. The fdldier 
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was well pleafed with the humour of the 
boy, and told him, if he was willing to 
fervc him, he would take him off his mean 
employment. To whicK Rincon anfwered. 
That this being the very firft day of ufing 
it, he was refolved not to leave it fo loon ; 
at leaft till he could be able to judge of 
the good and bad there was in it ; and at 
any time, that the bufinefs^he followed did 
not pleafe him, he gave him his word to 
ferve him fooner than a canon of the 
church. 

The foldier laughed at him, and loading 
him well, fliewed him his miftrefs's houfe, 
and bid him mind it well, that he might 
know it another time^ .when he wanted 
him again on the like, pccafion* Rincon 
promiled the foldier faithfolnefs and good 
ufage ; the foldier gave him three half- 
pence, and in a trig? he returned to the 
market again, that ^ tfe^ might not let flip 
any opportunity •, for: the jifiurii^n had ad- 
vifed them to be diligent, and had told 
them likewife, that when they carried any 
fmall fifh, as gudgeons, grigs, and fuch- 
like, they might take a few of them for a 
tafte •, but that this muft be done with a 
great deal of fagacity and prudence,* for 
fear of lofing their reputation and credit, 
which was of the great eft importsanee in 
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that bufinels. Although Rincon made fuch 
haftc back again,, yet he found Cortado al- 
ready returned ; Cbrtado came up to Rincmi 
and aflced how things went-, Rincon opened 
his hand, and Ihewcd him the three half- 
pence •, Cortado put his hand into his bo- 
fom, and pulled out a little purfe, which 
feemed to have been in former times of a 
yellow colour, and looked as if it was well 
filled. .Here, fays he^ .his reverence the 
fhident pakl me with this, and a penny 
befides, but do ybu take it, i%t»c^, for fear 
of what may ha^^ien \ and having given it 
to him privately % See here, feid he, is the 
ftudent returning all in a fweat, and in a 
terrible taking about his purfe. The ftu-* 
dent feeing Cortado^ afked him. If by 
chance he had feeh a purfe, with fuch and 
fuch marks, which contained fifteen crowns 
in gold, and fix ryals in filver, befides cop- 
per ; and to tell him truly, if he had Qot 
taken it while he was bargaining for pro^ 
vifions ? To which, with a flrange diffimu-i 
latioh, and without the leaft alteration or 
change of countenance, Cortado anfwered. 
All that I can fay about it is, that it would 
not have been lofl, if you had taken more 
care of it. That is very true, finner that 
I am, anfwered the fhident, for fijre enough 
had I talien more care of it, they would* 
/ not 
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not have ftolen it from mc. I fay fo too, 
replied Cortado^ but for all things there is 
a remedy, except againft death •, and that 
which you ought firft to take, it being a 
principal ingredient, is patience ; and bo 
fides this, one day comes after another, 
and it may be, in time, he that has taken 
your purfe, may repent of this horrid crime, 
and bring it you back again perfumed. 
We will pardon the perfuming of it, re- 
plied the ftudent. And Coriado went on 
thus; And more than this. Sir, there may 
be had letters of excommunication, and 
ufing diligence, which is the mother of 
good fortune, you may chance to get it 
again ; and in good truth, I would not be 
the taker of the purfe j for if you are in 
holy orders, I atc^unt it to be as great a 
crime, as if I had committed facrilege or 
inceft. You fay true, replied the grieved 
ftudent, for indeed the taker of it has com- 
mitted Ikcrilege : For although I am not 
a prieft, but only fexton to a monaflery, 
the money in the purfe was the third part 
of one or the chaplain's fallary, which 1 
received for a certain prieft, a friend of 
mine, and it is facred and bleffed rnoney. 
Much good may it do him that has it, an- 
fwcredRinconj for I would not facn his 
gains J for the day of judgment .wilJi!|gne, 
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when all things will be brought to light, 
and then it will be known who it was that 
dared to be fo bold as to take, fteal, and 
diminifh the third part of the chaplain's 
fallary ; and now we are talking of fallarics, 
pray good Mr. Sexton, what fallary may 
you have a year ? Sallary ! a pox on the 
whore your mother, replied the fexton, 
with Ibmewhat too much choler, is this a 
a time to tell what fallary I have a year ? 
Tell me, brothers, if you know any thing 
of the matter, if not fare you well ; for I 
will even fet the cryer to work. I believe 
that will not be a bad method, faid Corta- 
do \ but I would advife you. Sir, not to 
forget the marks of the purie, nor the 
quantity of the money in it, for you muft 
be very punftual in that, you muft 
not miftake a farthing, if you do, will 
never fee it again, whilft you live, and 
this you niay depend on. There is no fear 
of that, faid the fexton, for I remember 
it better than the chiming of the bells, I 
fliall not fail in the leaft tittle^of it. Whilft 
he was talking thus, he pulled out of his 
pockets a laced handkerchief, to wipe a- 
way the fweat which diftilled down his 
face, as from an alembic. C&rtado had 
no fooner feen it, but he marked it for his 
own 5 and the fexton being gone, Cortada 
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followed him, and overtook him on the 
fteps of the exchange, and calling him on 
one fide, he began to make fuch a long 
harangue, without either head or tail, talk- 
ing a great deal about the theft, the reward 
for finding the purfe, and giving fome hopes 
of feeing it again j without concluding any 
thing he had begun j fo that the poor fex- 
tonwas quite ftunned with his talk, and"^ 
he could not poflibly underftand his 
meaning, he was obliged to make him re- 
peat the fame thing two or three times. 
Ccrtado flared him full in the face, and 
never took his eyes off his ; the fexton flar- 
ed at him in the fame manner, being at- 
tentive to catch his words ; the greatnefs of 
his perplexity and flupefaftion gave Corta- 
do time to finifh his work, and he dexter- 
oufly drew the handkerchief out of his poc- 
ket, and then taking leave of him, told 
him that, in the evening he would make it 
his bufmefs to fee him again in the fame 
place, becaufe he had fome inkling of a 
boy of the fame bulinefs, and much about 
his bignefs, that was a little thieving cur, 
who had very likely taken his purfe, and 
that he would certainly find it out in a few 
days ; with which he made the poor fexton 
a litde eafy, and fb he took his leave of 
Ceriadoy who then w:cnt to Rimon^ who had 
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fcen all at a little diftance ; and a little be« 
low ftood one of the bafket-boys, who ob* 
ferved all that pafled, and how that C^Ja- 
^ had given the handkerchief to Rinam ; 
^nd coming up to them, he faid, GaUanc 
gentlemen, tell me, are ye entered or no ? 
fWe do not underftand what you rnean^! 
young gentleman, anfwered Rincon. Do 
not you underftand * Murcios f replied the 
other. We are neither of t ^eba nor J A&r* 
cia^ hid CarSado\ and if you have any thing 
more to fay, fpeak it •, if not, go in God's 
name* Do not you underftand me ? faid 
the boy. Then I muft tell you, it is as 
much as to fay. Gentlemen, are yoit 
thieves ? But I do not know why I a(k 
you this queftion ; for I fee you are fuch ; 
but how comes it to pafs, you have not 
been at Don Monipodio^s cuftom-houfe? 
Pray, gallant Sir, do thieves pay tribute in 
this country r faid Rincon. If they do not 
pay, at leaft they regifter themfelves before 
Don Monipodio^ replied the boy, who is 
their father, their mafter, and prot^dfcor; 
therefore I advife you to go with me,^ and 
pay him your obedience, otherways ndt to 
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venture to fteal witliout his mark, i£ you 
do, it will coft you dem*. I thought, laid 
Cortado^ that thieving was a bufiiiefs free 
from any tax or duty \ And that it was only 
haziding neck and Ihoulders. But fince it 
is fo, and that every country has its cuftom, 
kt us keep this, and therefore you may, if 
you pleafe, conduct us to this gentleman 
of whom you fpeak ; for according to all 
I have heard of him, I already conjefture, 
that he is well-bred and qualified, and that 
he is very capable of his bufinefs. He is," 
anfwered the young lad, fo well qualified, 
capable and dexterous, that in four ytzxsy 
that he has had the charge of being our 
head and father, there has been only four 
made their exit on the gallows, thirty rack- 
ed, and fixty-two fent to the gallies. 

After they had walked fome time, Rin- 
con faid to their guide. And pray is your 
worfliip a thief ? Yes, , ^afwered he, at 
God's and good people's fervice, although 
not the moft acquainted with the bufinefs -, 
for as yet, I a^ but in the novice year. 
To which Corti^o replied, It is fomething 
new to .me, that theigp fhould be thieves 
in the world at God's and good people's 
fervice. To which the boy anfwered, I 
do not trouble myfelf about divinity j what 
I know is, that every body ought to praife 
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God in his bufinefs, and more fo by t{^ 
particular charge Monipodo gives to ail his 
adopted, children* Without all doubt, faid 
Rincon^ it muft be a good and holy charge, 
fince it makes thieves ferve God. It is fo 
good and holy, replied the boy, that in 
our bufinefs I believe it cannot be mended. 
He has given orders, that out of what- 
ever we Ileal, we fhould charitaby give 
fome part to buy oil for the lamp of a 
certain image, which is in this city; and 
- truly we . have fecn many . great things 
, e&6ted by this good work ; tor fome .days 
fince, they thrice racked one of our bro- 
ther-hood, who had ftolen two afles ; and 
notwithftanding he was very kan, and had 
a quartan ague upon him, he fuffered the 
punifhmcnt, as if it .had been nothing, 
. witjiout .making the Icaft confeflion; and 
our fociety attribute this to their good 
devotion, becaufe his ftrength of itfelf, 
was not fufficient to undergo the firft twift 
of the rack -, and befides, this particular 
. aft. o£ devotion, pf laying by fome part of 
-our prx^ts to: defray the expence of oil in 
the aforefaid.lamp,we pray often, our rofa- 
ries being divided into portions for the 
whole week, and there are many of us 
. that will not fteal on a Friday , nor have 
any converfation on Saiurday^yfith ^ y^Or 
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man who is named Maty. Thcfe, 6id 
CcrUJo, are precious pearls indeed; but 
pray tell me. Sir, do they make any refti- 
tution, or do they any penance more than 
what has been faid ? As for reftoring any 
thing, I can fay nothing to that, replied the 
boy, becaufe it is a thing inu)ofliDle, what 
we fteal, being divided into io many parts^ 
that the firft thief cannot, if he would, re- 
atote any thing again ; and befides, there 
is none who commands us to do any iiich 
thing, for we never go to confeffion ; and 
if they get letters of excommunicatien, 
they never come to our notice, for we ne- 
ver go to church, when they are read, but 
only on the days of the jubilee, for the 
iake of the ^ain which the great concourie 
of people bnngs us. And on account of 
diefe ads of devotion, faid Cortado^ da 
thefe gentlemen fay, they lead a good and 
holy life ? And pray what harm is there ia 
it, faid the boy ? Is it not worfe to be an 
heretic, a renegade, to murder father or 
mother, or to be a folomite ? A ibdomtte, 
Sir, fzid Minconj is what you mean. The 
very fame, anlwered the boy. All is very 
bad, replied Cortad^ \ but fince* our fate 
has ordained, that we ihould enter into this 
fraternity, I beg of you to.mend your pace» 
forldxt with impatience to fee this gentle* 
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man Monipodio^ whofe virtues and noble 
qualities you have fo much enlarged up- 
on- Your dcfire Ihall be fatisfied prefent- 
ly, faid the young lad ; for from hence 
.one may fee the houfe, Pleafe gentlemen, 
to ftay at the door, and I will go in and 
ice if he is at leifure •, for there are fet hours 
in which he ^ves audience. Very. well, 
anlwered Rincon. And their guide ftepping 
a little before, entered a houfe not of a 
very good, but of a very bad appearance ; 
Rincon and Coriadv flood waiting at the 
door; he came out again prefently, and. 
called them ; they went in, and. their conr 
duftor ordered them to ftay in a little hall 
paved with tiles \ on one fide ftood a three- 
legged ftooli.,. on the other a broken- 
mouthed pitcher, and a little pot without 
a handle on the top ; in another part was 
a flag-mat i and in the middle ftood a 
iflower-pot. The two youths, attentively 
furveyed the furniture of the houfe, whilft 
Don Monipodio came down; and firiding 
he ftaid long,. Rincon m^de bold to go into 
a little room which was oa the fame floor, 
and he faw therein two fwords, two targets 
of cgrk hanging on four nails, a great cneft 
without a lid, oY any thing to cover it, 
.with three flag-naatS; laid on the- groand ; 
-QH the wall fronting the door, was palled a 
: •• ,. N -3 • pifture 
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pifture of the virgin Mary^ which was of 
the worft fort, and made her amoft hideous 
and frightilil figure; a little below that^ hung 
fl little bafket made of palm, and a little 
font fixed into the wall, from whence Rin- 
tm conjeftured, the bafket ferved for the 
poor^s box, and the other to hold holy 
water in ; and fo it was indeed, Whilft 
they were here, two yonng men dreflcd 
like ftudents, ^vho feemcd to be about 
twenty, came into the houfe ; a little while 
after that came in two balScet boys and a 
blind man -, and without fpeaking a word^ 
they began to walk up and down the hall ; 
it was not long after, when two old men 
came dreflcd in bays, with fpeftacles * on 
their nofe, which made them appear mve, 
and worthy of refpeft, with each a ftrihg 
of beads in their hands ; and after them 
came in an old woman, who, without 
ipeaking a word, went into the fide room, 
and having taken fome holy water, fell 
down on her knees before the pifture of 
the virgin Mery^ with the moft profound 
devotion j and after a long time, having 
firft kifled the earth three times, and at 
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often lifted up her hands and eyes to test- 
vcn, flie got up, put her charity into the 
baiket, and came out into the hall, among 
the reft ; in fine, in a little time, there was 
aflembkd in the hall, about fourteen per- 
fons of different garbs and employments : 
Laft of all came in two fierce looking fel- 
lows, fantaflically drefled, with large whif- 
kers, broad brim'd hats, fwinging rufls,. 
flamc-colourcd ftockings, and fwords of a 
monftrotis and frightful fize j each had a 
pair of piftols inftead of daggers, and their 
targets hangii^. to their belts; who, as 
foon as ever they came in, ftared Rincon 
and Certado full in the face, as not know- 
ing them, and wondering who they were ; 
and coming up to them, alked them if 
they belonged to the fraternity ? Rincon 
anfwcred yes, and very much their honours 
humWc fcrvants^ This happened at the 
very nick of time that Don Monipodio came 
down, long expefted, and as gladly feen 
by all that virtuous company 5 he feemed 
to be of about five or fix and forty years 
of age, tall in ftaturc, sjid of a fwarthy 
complexion, his eyes funk in his head, his 
beard black and very thick •, he came dow» 
in a cloak of bays hanging almoft to his 
feet, on which he had a pair of fhoes flip- 
flaod J his legs were covered by a large pair 
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iq£ troufers, which reached down to his 
ancles ; his hat looked like that of a pick- 
pocket, being low in the croWn, and the 
flaps hanging down over his face ; he wore 
acrofs his breaft, an old fhoulder- belt," on 
which hung a ihort broad fword ; his hands 
were fhort and hairy, his fingers thick, and 
the nails flat ; his legs were not to be feen, 
(being hid by his breeches and cloak) but 
his. feet were monfl:roufly broad, and the 

. . knuckle-bones fliicking out ; in Ihort, take 
hiiji altogether, he was the moil uncouth 
arid deformed barbarian in the world. The 
conduftor of Rimen and Cortado came down 
with them, and taking them by the hand, 
prefented them to Manipodio^ f^^ying^ Thefe 
are the two clever young men I was peak- 
ing to you of, Don Monipodio ; if your 
worfliip will pleafe to examine them, you 
^will find them worthy of entering into our 
congregation. That I will do with^a good 
will, replied Monipodio, I forgot to men- 
tion^ that as foon as ever Monipodio came 
down, every one that was waiting for him, 
at that very inftant made a profound and 
low reverence to him, except the two 
bravoes, who jufl: moved their hats, and 
immediately returned to their walk, on one 
fide the hall, and on the other Mompcdh 

^ walJked .up and ^ dpwn., , and allied thf ^ two 

youngifters 



youngftefs their bufinefs, country and psh 
rents.. 

To which Rincen anfwered. Our bufincls 
is already told by our coming before your 
wdrihip 5 our country it is not of much 
import^ce to know j our parents as little, 
fince we are not making information to re- 
ceive any habit of honour. To which 
Monipcdio anfwered. You are in the righjt 
of it, my child, and what you fay is very 
true, for it is very proper to conceal thofe 
things, becaufe if^ypur fortune fhould not 
turn out fo well as it fhould, it is not good 
to have it iet down under the clerk's hand, 
or upon record, that fuch a one, fon of 
fuch a one^ inhabivmt of fuch a place, was 
on &ch a day hanged, whipped, or the 
like, for at lead it founds ill in good mens 
ea^s i and ib ■ I fay once more, it is a good 
maxim to fay nothing of one's country, and 
to conceal firnames, although amongft 
ourfelvef^ nothing myft be concealed -, but 
now I only want lo know your names. 
Rin€^ told him his, and Cortado likewife^ 
Well then, feid Mmpdio^ from hencefordi 
I order, and it is my will and pleafure, 
that you Rincm^ be called Bictmte \ aa<i 
you Certi^^ Ccriadillo ; which are names 
fuitable to, your ages and our ordinances, 
by "which we arc obliged to enquire the 

uamca 
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names of the parents of our fraternitf, 
becaufe it is our cuftom to caufe certain 

' mafles in the year to be faid for the fouls 
of our deceafed bcnefaftors, taking out of 
what we fteal, fome part to pay thofe 

• mafles •, and thofe mafles fo faid and paid, 
they fay, are very profitable to thofe fouls •, 
and thefe we reckon our benefa&ors, the 
folicitor that defends us, the catchpole 
who gives us private intelligence, the hang- 
man that pities us, and he,- that when any 
of us is running through the flreet with 
the mob after him, crying out Stop thief. 
Stop thief, lay hold of him -, he, I fay, 
who puts himfelf between, and* oppoles 
himfelf to the violence of thofe that follow, 
faying. Let the miferable wretch alone, 
his fortune is bad enough, he will have 
chaftifement enough for his fault in thte 
other world. Our flie^mates are alfo oiir 
benefaftors, who help us ftrenuoufly at all 
times ; as alfo are our fathers and mothers, 
who bring us into the world ; and fo is the 
* notary, for if he is fuch a one as he 
fliould be, there is fcarcely any fault which 
he will reckon as a crime, nor aiiy crinie 
which will deferve correction j and for all 

thefe 

• The notary in S/>ai», is one who whqn any 
'criminal is apprehended, draws up his oiFen^fe with 
all the circumftances in form. 
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thefe which I have named, ^ our fraternity 
keeps every year its f adverfary day, with 
the greateft pomp and folemnity we are 
able. In good truth, faid Rincanefe^ (al- 
ready confirmed in this name) this is a 
work worthy of the great and profound 
g^us, which we have heard- fay fignior 
don Monifcdio is mafter of:* But our pa- 
rents are ftill living, yet if we fliould hap- 
pen to outlive them, we will immediately 
give notice of it to this moft happy media- 
ting fraternity, that thefe maffes which 
your worfhip ipeaks of, may be faid for 
their fouls, with the accuftomed pomp and 
folemnity. So it Ihall be done, replied 
Monipodio \ and calling their conduftor, he 
faid to him. Come hither Guanchek •, are 
the centinels fet } Yes, anfwered die guide, 
(for Ganchuelo was his name) there are three 
centinels on the look-out, and there is no 
fear of their taking us by furprize. Re- 
turning then to our firft purpofe,, faid Mo- 
nipodio^ I want to know, fons, what you 
are ikilled in, that I may give you bufmels 
and employment according to your incli- 
nations and abilities. Rinconete anfwered, 
I underftarid all the cheats of games, and 
know how to flip a card flily afide, and 

have 
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fctve more cunning tricks than a Neapv 
Utan. Thefe are good beginnings, anlwer- 
ed MonipadiOj though they are but mere 
trifles; but the time is coming, and we 
ihall fee it too, that having half a dozen 
leflfons built upon thefe foundations, I truft 
you will turn out a famous man in your 
bufinefs, and I even hope to fee you a 
compleat mailer: To ferve your worihip 
and the reft of the brotherhood, anfwered 
Rinconete. And you, Cortadillo^ what can 
you do? faid Monipodio. I, anfwered G?r- 
tadillo^ am (killed in flight of hand, as they 
call it, put in two, and draw five, and how 
to pick a pocket with dexterity. Do you 
know any tiling more? faid Monipodio, 
No, anfwered Ccrtadillo^ I know no more, 
to my forrow. Do not afflidt yourfelf, fon, 
replied Monipodio^ for you are come to a 
good fchool, where you will not be denied, 
nor go out again without being very much 
improved in all that is neceflary for you to 
know ; and in refpedl to your courage, 
how ftands it with you, children ? How 
fhould it be, replied Rinconete^ but very ' 
ready, and ftout enough to perform any 
entcrprize belonging to our art and bufi- 
nefs ? That's very well, replied Monipodio ; 
but what I want to know of you alfo^ is, 
that if it was needful, whether you have 

courage 
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courage enough to endure half a dozen 
rackings without opening your lips, or 
• faying, this mouth is my own ? We have • 
courage, Don MonifodU^ I warrant you, 
cried Rinconete^ for we are not fuch fools, 
but we know that what the tongue tells, 
the neck pays for ; and it is a fufficient fa- 
vour which heaven grants the bold man, 
(not to give it any other title) that it leaves 
his life or death, to depend on his own 
tongue. There is no need of any more at 
this time, faid Monipadio -, and, I fay, this 
anfwer alone convinces, obliges, perfuades, 
and forces me from this time forward to 
fet you down in the elder brotherhood, 
and that we excufe you the noviciate year. 
I am of the fame opinion, faid one of the 
bravoes, and all who were prefent, who 
had heard the whole diicourife, and con* 
firmed the fame ; and befought. Monipodio, 
that from that time he would admit them 
to enjoy the immunities and privileges 
of their fraternity, becaufe their agree- 
able afpeft, and their ready wit, defer- 
ved "it all. He anfwered, that to give 
content to all, from that very minute he 
admitted them, letting them know th^t he 
eflcemed them very much, and as a token 
thereof, they fhould not pay the quar- 
teridge for the firfl half year, out of what 

O they 
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they JDbckild ftcal, nor do any of the little 
mean offices belonging to novices, the firit 
whole year ; as carrying meflages from any 
elder brother of the fraternity to the pri- 
fon, or houfe, and the like j and that they 
Ihould be allowed to drink unmixed -^ine, 
and to make a feaft when, where, and how 
they pleafed, without afking leave of their 
head^ andfhould come in for a fhare from 
this time forward, of every thing the elder 
brotherhood Ihould fteal, like one of diem, 
and other immunities ; which were the 
greateft figns of favour^ for which they re- 
turned them thanks, in the moft obliging 
manner they were able. Whilft they were 
talking, a boy came running in cjuite oiic 
of breath,and faid,The magiftrate is coming 
this way, but he has. not his oflkers along 
with him. Do not be in a fright, fitid 
Mmipodio^ for he is n friend, and never 
comes to do us any harm ; 4feiy here, I will 
go and {peak to him : AH was hulh, fbr 
they were a little terrified, and A^bmpodio 
went to the dbor, where ht found the Am- 
giftrate, with whom he ftaid talking feme 
time, and then returned, and aiked, to* 
ifrhom fell tJie ftation^ St. Sm;iMr xo-dBy ? 
To me, faid the guide. If fo, repKfed A4b^ 
nipodid^ how comes it to pafs you did not 
inform me of the anAer-coloured purie, 

whic]i 
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which fbun4ered this morning much about 
the ikid plaee> with fifteen crowns in gold. 
Sow ryaU of filver, and I know not how 
much copper money ? True it is, faid the 
guide, that fuch a purfe was loft, but I did 
:not tajce it, neither can I imagine who has 
taken it. Come, come, no fhams with 
me, replied Mmipodio^ the purfe muft be 
brought to light, becaufe the magiftrate 
requires it, who is a friend, and does us a 
tho^iand fcrvices in a year. The yoimg 
man fwore again, that he knew nothing of 
it. And Monipodio began to be in fuch a 
furious paffion, that he looked as if Hre 
darted out of his eyes, faying, Let none 
of ypu think to jeft with me, or break 
through the leaft point of our orders \ if 
he does, it fhall coft him his life : Let the 
purfe be brought forth ; for if it is con- 
cealed to excufe paying the duties, I will 
•pay that entirely myfelf, and place the reft 
to my account ;, for be it after what man- 
ner it wilU Mr. Magiftrate muft not go 
away difpleafed. The young man began 
to fwear and curfe again, faying, he had not 
taken it, nor even fo much as fct his eyes 
upon it : ^U this did but add more fire to 
Monipodio* s »choler, and put in diforder 
the whole affembly, feeing their ftatutes 
and good ordbances were fo little regarded. 

O z , Kin- 
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.Rinconete feeing fo much diflention arrd 
confuGon amongft them, thought it would 
be the beft way to quiet it, and give la- 
tisfadlion to hfs chief, who was ready to 
burft with anger-, he ^dvifed with his 
friend Cortadilk^ and by mutual confent 
he pulled out the fexton's purfe, and faid, 
Gentlen^en, let all thefe debates and con- 
tentions ceafe, for here is the purfe, with- 
'out the leaft diminution of what Mr. Ma- 
giftrate fpeaks of, which my comrade 
Cortadilh* got to-day, together with a 
handkerchief which he took from the fame 
perfon for a blefling. Immediately Ccrta^ 
dtllo pulled out the handkerchief, arid 
Ihewed it to them all. Mompodio feeing 
this, faid. Let Cortado the Goody for by that 
name he (hall from henceforwards be 
known, keep the handkerchief, and the 
recompenfing of this fervice fhall be put to 
my account; the purfe Mn Magiftrate 
muft take with him, for it belongs to a 

• fexton, a coufm of his, and it is rcafon- 
able that we Ihould fulfil the proverb, which 

• fays. He that gives you a hen^ it is not a 
great deal if you give him a leg of it \ for 
this good magiftrate will diiBemble in our 
favour, more in one day, than it is in our 
power to recompenfe in a hundred. With 

• one cQnfent they all approved of the g^ii- 

tlemaa- 



tleman-Uke behaviour of thefe two novices, 
as alio the judgment and opinion of their 
head» who went out to give the magiftrate 
the purfe; and Cortaditto remained con- 
firmed in his fir-name of the Goody as well 
as if he had been called Don * Alonza 
Perez de Guzman the Goody who throwed 
his knife over the walls of Tarifay to cut 
off the head of his own fon. But to re-* 
turn, when Adbn^di$ came .« back, he 
brought in with him two young women, 
with their faces painted, and their breaiis 
daubed with cerufe ; they had on fhort 
veils made of fayes ; they came in with fa 
much impudence and boldne&, as fuffi- 
ciently convinced Rmconete and Cortadilloy 
•they were ladies of the town, an4 they were 
jiot deceived ; for as foon as tl>ey entered, 
they ran with open arms, the one to Chin- 
fuinazey the othi^r to Maniferroy for fo the 
two bullies were named : Maniferro was fa 
trailed, becaufe he had an iron hand in the 
Toom of another, which the hangman had 
cut off ^ they embraced the ladies with 

O 3 great 

* JhftKo P'tre% deQuxman^ about the yeso^ 1292^ 
d^nded Tarifa with the utmoft bravery againlt the 
Moorsr who becaufe he would not furrendery mur- 
dered his fpn before has face, for which he had th& 
fimame oiTbe G^od^^ hiai> which hi» fttcceflbrs- 
f^ keep up. 
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great joy, and alked if they had brangbt 
any thing with them to wet their throats ? 
That fliall not bewanting^ my dexterous 
one, anfwered one they Q?Mtd .Gananchfoj 
it will not be long ere Salvatello thy boy 
will come with a great bafket crammed with 
fuch things as providence has been plcafed 
to fend -, and this was very true, for at the 
&me time a boy came in with a basket of 
wine and eatables, covered with a Ihect*. At 
Silvata^s entry every one was rejoiced, and 
that moment Monipedio commanded a flag 
mat to be brought, which was in the cham* 
ber,. and fpread it on the floor j. he likc- 
.'Wife ordered they flaould all fit dawn round 
about it,, and faid, when his paflion. was 
over, he would treat of what was mofl: ne- 
ceflary : Then fpoke the old. woman that 
had been praying fo long to the pidture of 
the virgin Mary^ Son Monipodi% I am not 
for feafting, for l. have had a fwhnming in 
my head thefe tsvo days,, which makes me 
silmofl: mad •, and befides,.! muft::go. to my 
devotions before noon, and place my littls 
candles before 6ur lady of the waters, and 
befoie the holy crucifix of St. Augujiine^ 
;jnd I will not neglect to do i^, though it 
fliould blow, rain, and hail, as if heaven 
-and earth would come together 5 and what 
\ am come ^bout is,, that laft night, the 

. rencr 
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renegade and centopies brought to my 
houle a great basket, fomewhat bigger 
than this before me, full of linen ; as I live 
. they brought buck and all ; poor fouls; 
they had not time to reft themfelves, but 
'Came in Iweating fuch large drops, one 
drop following the other, that it grieved 
me to fee them, they came fo panting: 
in! and the fweat fo running down their 
races \ but they looked like little angels ; 
they told me that they were going to fol- 
low a Ihepherd, who had been weighing 
ibme 0ieep in the butchery, to fee if they 
could come at a great purfe of ryals he 
had about him: They left the basket 
without counting the cloaths, trufting to 
my confciencey and fo may God grant 
me my good defires, and deliver us all 
from the power of juftice, as I have not 
touched the basket, and that it is as entire 
as when it was bom. 

Mother, I believe all this, anfWeredM?- 
nipodio'^ and fo let it be, for I will go at 
fuh-fet, and.make an. examination, and fee 
what there is,, and I will give to every one 
what -belongs to him faithfoUy, according^ 
to my cuftom. Let it be as you pleafe to 
order it,, fon, replied the old woman, and 
becaufe it grows late, ^ive me a litde 
draught of wine to comfort my ftonoach^ 

which 
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which is quite faint with faftiifg^r You 
Ihall have fome, mother, replied Efcalataoy 
for fo they calle^ the compaivioa oiGananr 
ciofa ; and imcoaering the balket, expo^d 
to view a leather bottle, that held about 
fix gallons, and oi^ of cork, which might 
cleverly hold, and without ftr^ching, a- 
bout three pints -, and taking it out, Efca- 
hnta put it into the hands of the devout 
old woman^ who laying hold of it with 
both her clutches^ and having blown off a 
little of the froth, faid^ Daughter EfcaUm- 
ta^ you have given me a great quantity, but 
God enables us to do all things ; aad ap- 
plying it to her lips, fhe puil^ it off at 
once, without taking breath, &yingy May 
the Lord comfort you, my daughter, as 
you have comforted me, only I am afraid 
it will do me harm, becauie I am fafting. 
It will not, mother^ cried Momp&dioj be- 
eaufe it is fmall wine. I hope by* the vir* 
gin it will not, aniwered the old wotnan \ 
and added. See children, if any of you 
have a halfpenny to buy fome little candles 
for my devotions,, becaufe I came vdth fuch 
hafte and good-will to bring the niews of 
the balket, that I forgot to put on my 
pouch. Yes, I have fome, daune PipotOy 
{for this was the name of the good eld wo- 
man) anfwered Ganaciofa^ take it> ixcrc arc 

two 
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two half-pence, one of which I Beg of 
you to lay out for me, and place it to 
St. Michael ; and if you can get two, place 
the other to St. Blafs^ for they are my 
interceflbrs ; I would have another placed 
to St. Lucia^ for Ihe is one by my eyes, 
for whom I have a great efteem, but I 
have no fmall money now •, another day -I 
ffiall,- and then I will do it to them all. 
You will do mighty well, child, by fo dd- 
ing, faid the old woman, and fee that you 
are. not covetous ; for it is of great im- 
portance for a perfon himfelf to carry the 
candles before he dies, and not to ftay till 
our heirs or adminiftrators do it for us. 
Mother Pipota fays well, rj^plied Efcalanta ; 
and clapping her hands to her puife, gave 
her another halfpenny, and charged her 
to place two other little candles, to any 
two faints which flie liked beft, and who 
were efteemed the moft ferviceable and 
grateful. With this Pipota went away, 
foy ing. Make merry now, fons, whilft you 
may, for age will come, and then you will 
bewail that youthful time you have ,loft, 
as I do now,' and recommend mc^to God 
in your prayers, for I go to do the famie 
for fnyfelf, and for you, that he may pre- 
ferve us in our dangerous bufmefs, without ' 
being furprifed by juftice-, and with this ^ 

ihc 
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flie went away. The old woman being 
gone, they all fat down round the mat, 
and Ganandofa laid the (heet for a table- 
cloth. The firft thing they took awt of 
the baiket, was a great bunch of radUhes, 
with about two dozen of oranges and le- 
mons ; after that a great pot full of falted 
and dried cod-fiih fryed and cut in pieces, 
and prefently after a Dutch chccfc, a pot of 
rare olives, and a plate of prawns, with a 
ereat number of crabs, with caper fauce 
ftewed with pepper, together with three 
great loaves of white bread. There was 
at breakfaft about fourteen •, and there was 
not one of them but pulled out his yellow 
handled knife, except Rimon^ who drew 
out his dagger. It fell to the two old 
men cloathed in bays, and the guide to 
ferve about the wine ; but as foon as they 
had begun to make an affault on the oran- 
ges, they were all put into a terrible fright, 
by a loud knocking at the door 5 Monipo- 
^iV- commanded them to be all eafy and 
quiet ; and going into the hal] below, he 
took down a buckler, put his hand on his 
fword, and went to the doqr 5 and with a 
hoarfe and frightfiil voice asked, Who 
was there ? They anfwered from without, 
It is I, there is nothing the matter, Don 
Menift^o^ I am Targarete the centry of 

this 
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this morning ; an4 1 am come to tell you, 
that here cOmes Juliana Caribarta with her 
hair all about her ears, crying bitterly, 
which makes me think ibme difafter has 
happened to her. By this time fhe came 
up fighing and fobbing \ which Monopodia 
hearing, opened the door, and command- 
ed ^^rgarete to return to his poft \ and for 
the future, when he came to bring him 
any news, to do it with lefs noife \ he an- 
fwered, he would •, and Caribarta came in, 
who was a young wench of the fame occu- 
pation as the other two ladies ; fhe came 
with her hair torn off her head, her face 
full of bumps ; and as foon as the got in- 
to the houfe, fell down on the floor in a 
fwoon ; Gananciofa ran immediately to help 
her, as did alfo Efcalantay and opening her 
bread they foimd it all black and blue ^ 
they threw water in her face, and Ihe came 
to herfelf again -, crying out. The juftice 
of God and the king lay hold on that 
thief and villain, upon that mean fpirited 
coward, upon that nitty louly rogue, whom 
I have faved from the gallows more times 
than he has hairs on his beard : O unhappy 
me ! fee for whom I have undone myfelf, 
and on whom I have thrown away my 
youth,and the flower of my age, is it not for 
a cheating villain) a wicked, an incorrigible 

wretch ? 
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iffrretch? Be eafy, Carahiirfa^ faid Moni- 
p^dio 5 for here am I ^that will do you juf- 
tice; tell but your wrongs; for you 
will be longer in relating them, than I 
fliall be in taking revenge j tell me if he 
has not paid you fuifEcient refpeft ; for if 
it is fo, and you want to be revenged, you 
have nothing more to do than to ^eak 
the word. What refpedl does he pay me, 
anfwered Juliana^ you fee I am helliflily 
refpefted", could a lion ufe jflieep, or 
butcher a lamb worfc; and fhall I eat again 
at the fame table, or lie in the fame bed 
with him ? may I rather be choaked with 
crooked pins, than be ufcd in the manner 
you fee me now. - Then taking up her coats 
to her knees, and a little higher, Ihe ihew- 
ed feveral black and blue places ; In this 
manner has the ungrateful RepoUdo ferved 
me, though he is more obliged to me than 
to his mother that bore him-, and perhaps 
you think that my deferts merited all this : 
No, truly, it was no more than this, that 
he being at play, lofing * his money, fent 
me to Cabrilhz his pimp, for thirty ryals ; 
and he fent him but twenty-four j and-hea- 
yen knows the trouble and vexation I had 
to get thefe ; I beg of heaven it may be 
difcounted for my fins ; and in return of 
this courtefy and goodd.?ed, he, believing 

I had 
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I had kept back fome part of the money \ 
this morning he took me into the fields be- 
hind the king's garden, and there amongft 
the olive trees ftripped me naked, and with 
his broad girdle, without pity or compaf- 
fion, whiptmefo, that he left me for dead, 
of which true hiftory, this flefli of mine 
which you fee, is a fufficient witnefs* 
Here Ihe began to roar out again ; here 
fhe begun to ask for juftice again ; and 
here Monipodio promifed again, as did all 
the bullies there prefent. Gananciofa took 
her by the hand to comfort her, faying^ 
She would give, with a very good will, 
any thing Ihe had that was mod valuable, 
that her lover had ferved her fo •, becaufe 
I would have you to know, fifter Cariharta^ 
if you do not know it, thofe they love 
dearly they chaftife •, and when thefe knaves 
beat, whip, and kick us, then they adore 
us ; and confefs to me fincerely, did not 
Repolido^ after he had chaftifed and bruifed 
you, give you one kind word ? Not only 
onc^ anfwered the bewailing nymph, but 
a hundred tho^ahd, and would have given 
a finger of his hand, if I would have gone 
to his lodgings with him ; and more, it is. 
my belief, the very tears were coming out 
of his eyes after he had been beating me. 
There is no doubt of it, anfwered Ganan- 
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ciofa^ and that he would even cry to fee the 
pain he had put you in ; for it is the na- 
ture of fuch fort of men, in fuch fort of 
cafes, they have no fooner committed the 
fault, than they repent of it-, and, you 
will fee, filler, that he will come to look 
for you, before you depart from this place, 
and ask pardon for what is pafled, 
and fubmit himfelf to you as humble 
as^ a lamb. Truly, aniwered Monipo- 
dio, fuch a cowardly coxcomb fhall not 
enter thefe doors, if firft of all he does 
not make a manifeft ftiew of his repenting 
the fault he has committed, in that he 
dared to be fo bold as to lift up his 
hand againfl: the face and flefh of Cari- 
harta^ being a perfon that for clean- 
linefs and ufefulnefi, may compare with 
harta herfelf, who is here before tis, 
than whom no one can Be more dear to 
me. At which Juliana faid, Don Monipo- 
dioy I befeech you, do not you fay any^ 
thmg againfl: that good-for-nothing fellow, 
for though I have beeii ufed -as I am, I 
love, him at m)^;very heart \ for with Ganan- 
ciofd% reafoning, my foul is returned into 
my body, flie having ipoke fo much in his 
i^yovs\ and truly I am ready to go look 
fbr him. If you will take/my advice, re- 
plied Gananciofay you Ihall not do fo, be- 
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caufe he will fwell, and be puffed up like- 
a drowned body upon it j be ealy, fifter, 
for you will fee him in a little time come 
in fuch a repenting mood, as I have told 
you, and if he does not come, we will write 
ibme verfes that fhall foijr him. That's 
right, faid Cariharta •, for I have a thou- 
fand things to write to him. I will be the 
fecretary, if there is an occafion, faid Mo- 
nipodio ; and although I am nothing of a 
poet, yet I make account that if I tuck up 
my fleeves, I fhall be able to make two 
thoufand verfes in the twinkling of an eye ; 
and if they ihould not prove good ones, 
I know a barber, who is my intimate friend, 
and a great poet, that will give us our 
belly full of them at any tiitie of the day 5 
and now let us leave off this bufinefs till 
breakfaft is over, and afterwards we will 
talk more of the matter. Juliana was wil- 
ling to obey her fuperior, and fo every one 
returned to their foul's delight again, and 
in a little time they faw the bottom of the 
bafket, and the dregs of the leather bottle; 
the old ones ArziAafine fine^ the young ones 
until they were agreed, and the ladies as 
long as they wDuld : The old ones alked 
leave to go, and Monipodio immediately 
granted it, charging them to come and 
give notice with all punftuality, of every 
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thing that might be to the advantage, ' and 
for the good of the focicty. They anfwer- 
cd that they would take elpecial care of 
that point. Rinconete being naturally inqui- 
fitive, firft of all afking pardon and leave, 
alked Monifodio of what fervice to the fra- 
ternity thofe two grave grey-headed per- 
fons were ? To which Monipodio anfwered, 
Thofe in our language or cant, are called 
Hornets^ whofe bufmefs it is to go daily 
about the city, looking out what may be 
ftolen at night, and to follow thofe that 
receive money out of the bank, to obferve 
where they carry it, and knowing this, to 
mark the houfe, and number of the fami- 
ly, and to difcover the moft convenient 
places to make holes, for the more eafy 
entering therein; in fine, they are, faid 
he, a people of as much, or more ufe, 
than any in the fraternity ; and of all that 
is ftolen, through their induftry, they have 
the fifth part, as his majefty has, of the 
treafures; and with all this, they are, men 
of great veracity, very honourable, of 
a good life and reputation, very religious 
and confcientious, hearing mafs every day 
with uncommon devotion. There are 
fome of them io courteous, efpecially thofe 
-two that are juft gone out, that they con- 
tent themfelvcs with much left than they 

might 
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might fairly claim, according to our lift 
of rates. There are two others that be- 
long to our fraternity, by profeffion chair- 
men, who, as they are every ' moment go- 
ing into different places, are thoroughly 
acquainted with all the houfes in the city, 
and which will .turn out well, and which 
not. All thefe things are much to my 
liking, faid RinconeUy and I want to be of 
ibme fervice to fo famous a fociety. Hea- 
ven always favours our good defires, faid 
Monipodio. Whilft they were talking thus, 
ibmebody knocked at the do6r ; Monipodio 
went out to fee who it was -, and afking, 
they ^nfwered, Pleafe Monipodio to open 
the door, for I am Repolido. Cariharta 
hearing the voice, lift up her's to heaven. 
Pray Don Monipodio do not open the door 
to that Tarpeyan failor, . to that tygcr of 
Ocana, Notwithftanding which, Monipo- 
dio opened the door to Repolido ; but Cari- 
harta feeing him opening it, got up, and 
ran into the hall where the bucklers were, 
and fhutting the door after, her, made a 
horrible bellowing within, crying out. 
Take this fellow out of my fight, this tor- 
mentor and oppreflbr of the innocent, this 
frighter of tame pigeons. Maniferro and 
Chinquiznaque held Repolido •, for he at any 
rate would have got into the room where 
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Cariharia was, but as they would not let 
him, he fpoke without •, Be no longer an- 
gry, my dear, I befeech you to be good- 
humoured again, {o may you be married. 
I married ! perverfe man, anfwered Cart- 
bartdj look now the cat and dog agree; I 
know you would fain have me marry you, 
but I would rather be whipped to death 
than be wedded to you. Go, you fool, 
cried Repolida^ let us make things eafy, 
for it is late, and do not think to take up- 
on you, and look big, becaufe I fpeak fo 
mildly, and am fo fubmiflive -, do not raife 
my choler to the height, left your fecond 
fall be worfe than the firft ; humble your- 
felf, and we will be all humble, and let 
us not give the devil any thing to dine 
on. But yet I would give him fomething 
for fupper, faid Caribarta^ that is, to take 
you where- my eyes may never fee you 
more. I do not fay fo to you, faid Repo- 
Udo^ but I will aflure you, madam, I fliall 
look out for a parcel of good fticks, and 
though I fell none, I will give them away 
by dozens. To this Monipodio faid, I will 
have no fuch talk in my prefence ; Cart- 
barta Ihall come out,, not for your threa- 
tenings, but for my fake, and all" things 
Ihall be made up ; For the fallings out of 
kvers. is tbc renewing of love : Come, Juli- 
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^nay my child, my full-face, come out hi- 
ther, for my fake; for I will, make /J^^-*^ 
lido alk your pardon on his knees. If he 
will do that, faid Efcalanta^ we fhall be all 
on his fide, and join in requefting Juliana- 
to come out. If this is to be done by way of 
fubmiflion, or lelTening of my perfon, faid. 
Repolidoy I would not fubmit to an army 
of Swijfars drawn up in battle array ; but 
if it is at Cariharta^^ defire, I do not on- 
ly fay I will kneel, but I will even drive 2l 
nail into my forehead in her fervice. Chi- 
quiznaque ^nd Maniferra laughed at this,, 
which fo much angered Repolidoy thinking; 
they had made a jeft of him, that he faid, 
with figns of exceffive anger, Whofoever 
laughs, or thinks to laugh at Cariharta or 
me, or what we have raid, or Ihall fay,; 
I fay he is a liar, and lies every time 
he laughs, or thinks fo to do. Chiquizna- 
que ^ndManiferro gave him fuch an ill 
look,, as made Monipodio think, if this was 
not remedied; it would end but badly ; 
and fo putting himfelf between them, he 
faid. Gentlemen, let thefe high words go 
no farther,, and if what has been faid fits^ 
no one, let no one take it to himfelf. We 
arc very fure,.anfw«redCi&/j'»^2»«j'«f,*thathe 
did not fay, nor will fay thefe words to us ;- 
for had we imagined he meant us by them^ 

the 
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the rough miific is in the hands of thofe 
who know how to play it off. Repolido 
bluntly anfwered, clapping his hand to his 
fword. If you are for rough mufic, have 
at you 5 for I think I know how to ring 
the chimes upon occafion ; and already I 
have faid, he that laughs, lies ; and let 
him who thinks otherwife, follow me ; for 
with a f>vord nine inches . fhorter than his, 
I will make him confefs it ; and faying this 
he went towards the door : Cariharta ftood 
watching, and when Ihe underftood that he 
was going out of doors in a paflion,lhe came 
out, crying, " Stop him that he may hot ga 
*' out -, do not you fee what a furious paf- 
*' fion he is in, and he is a very Hercules for 
" valour ? Remrn hither, thou world's won- 
*' der,anddelightof my eyes." Then clofing 
in with him, fhe laid faft hold of his cloak, 
and Monipodio affifting t^er, they held him 
back. Chiquiznaque ^nd Maniferro not 
knowing whether they fliould be angry or 
no, faid nothing, expefting what RepoUda 
would do ; who feeing himfelf intreated by 
Cariharta and Monipodio too, turned back 
again, faying. Friends never ought to af- 
front friends, nor make a jeft of them, ef- 
pecially when they fee it makes them angry. 
There is no one here, anfwered Afew/^rr^, 
who would provoke any friend, or make a 

jeft 
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jcft of him ; and we are all friends, and 
like friends let us give one another our 
hands. At this, Monipodio faid, All of you 
have Ipoke like good friends, and as fuch 
Ihake hands together •, which they did im- 
mediately ; and Efcalanta taking off one of 
her pattens, began to make a fort of rough 
mufic with it; fiananciofa took a new 
palm broom, which ftie found in the houfe, 
and with fcratching it, made a found, that 
though it was hoarfe and rough, agreed 
well enough with the patten ; Monipodio 
broke a plate into two pieces, which he 
put between his fingers, and ringing one 
againft the other, made the treble to the pat- 
ten and the broom : Rinconete and Cortadillo 
being furprized at the new invention of 
the broom, for till then they had never 
feen it, Maniferro obferving it faid. You 
are admiring the broom, fhe plays a good 
ftick ; mufic fooner nlad^, and with lefs 
trouble, nor cheaper was never invented 
iii the world ; and I heard a ftudent fay 
the other day, that neither Negrofeus who 
fetched Orijhe from hell, nor Marion who 
got upon the dolphin, and went tofea, as 
a gentleman would do upon a hired mule, 
nor that other great mufician, who built a 
city with a hundred gates, and as ma;iy 
wickets, never invented a better kind of 

mufic^ 
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mufic, fo eafy to be learned^ fuch a man- 
ner of touching it, fo without keys, ftrings, 
cliffs or notes, and without ahy trouble 
of putting it in tune-, and by the lord 
Harry ^ they fay that an Italian in this city, 
who fets up for a very HeSfor in mufic, 
was the inventor of it. I believe it very 
readily, anfweredi?/»<rd?»^/^-, but let us liften 
to the performance of our muficians, for 
by Gananciofa^s humming, I fuppofe fhe is 
going to fing. And indeed it proved fo, for 
Monipodio had begged her to fing Ibme 
couplets of thofe which were laft made for 
their own ufe : The firft that began was 
Efcalanta^ who with a fhrill cracked tone, 
fung the following! 

For a red-hair'd Scvillian, the lord of my fcxil^ 
My pafTionate heart is burnt up to a coal. 

J 

Gananciofa fung the next : >■ ' ■ 



What various dedres does Cupid impart, 
A fwarthy-fac'd lover poffeffes my heart. 

And prefently after Monipodio making 
an extraordinary fldurilh upon the pieces 
of the broken plate, roared out in a hoarfe 
voice : 

AU 
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All the quarrels of lovers foon end in good nature, 
Tho' their anger is great, yet their pleafure is greater. 

Caribarta likewife being unwilling to be 
filent, took another patten, fell to dancing, 
and accompanied the reft finging : 

Hold, angry man, forbear your bad defign, 
It's your own flefti you beat, when you beat mine. 

Let US fmg the plain fong, (I mean that 
without any difcord) faid Repolidoj and let 
us not meddle with old ftories ; for what 
is paffed, let it pafs, let us talk of fome- 
thing elfe ; there have been words enough 
to that tune. Their defign was not to have 
left off finging fo foon, had not they heard 
fomebody knocking at the door very haf- 
tily ; upon which Monipodio went out to 
fee who it was 5 and the centry told him 
that he had fpied at the end of the ftreet, 
the alcaide, and before him come Tordillo 
and Cernicaloj neutral catchpoles. The 
company within hearing this, it put them 
in fuch a hurly-burly and confufion, that 
Cariharta and Efcalanta put on their pat- 
tens the wrong way, Gananciofa dropped her 
broom, Monipodio his broken plate, and all 
the mufic was put in a troubled filence, 
Chiquiznaque was ftruck dumb, Repolido 
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was aftoniflied, and Maniferro feared out of 
his fenfes, and they all vaniflied, fome one 
way, fome another, climbing up the raf- 
ters and tiles to efcape into the next ftreet; 
never did a mufket fired on a fudden, nor 
thunder unexpefted fo affright a flock of 
carelels pigeons, as the n6ws of the coming 
of the magiftrate, terrified and put in a con- 
fufion this affembly of good people. The 
two novices, Rinconete and Cortadillo knew 
not what to do with themfelves, and fo 
waited quietly, expedling how this fud- 
den ftorm would end, which was over, 
upon the centry's returning to tell them, 
that the magiftrate had palled by without 
any figns of fuipicion \ and whilft they 
were telling this to Monipodio^ a young 
gentleman came to the door, whom Mo- 
nipodio brought in . with him, and com- 
manded them to call Chiquiznaque^ Mani- 
ferro^ and Repolido^ and not any c^ the reft 
to come down -, but as Rinconete and Corta- 
dillo had ftaid below in the hall, they could 
hear all the difcourfe which pafled between 
Monipodio and the gentleman, who faid to 
Monipodioy Why have you fervcd me fo ill, 
in what I trufted to you? Monipodio an- 
fwered, that as yet, he did not know what 
was done in that affair ; but there was the 
workman in whole charge it wa3, and he 

would 
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would give a good account of himfelf. G&/- 
quiznaque came down, and Monipodio afked 
him if he had executed the bufmefs that 
was committed to him, of the fourteen * 
flalhes. Which of them, anfwered Chi- 
quiznaque^ is it the merchant in the crofs- 
way ? The fame, anfwered the gentleman. 
What has pafled in this affair, faid ChiquiZ" 
naquej is, that as I was watching laft night 
at the door of his houfe, and he came out 
before prayer time ; coming nigh him, I 
took a llrift furvey and efpecial notice of 
his face, and found it fo fmall, that I 
faw it was impoffible to place fo many 
fla(hes in it -, finding the imprafticability to 
comply with what was promifed, and to do 
what I carried in my deftruftion ; Inftrufti- 
on you would fay, Sir, faid the 'gentleman. 
I would have faid fo, anfwered Cbiquiz^ 
naque j I fay, feeing the narrownefs» of, an A 
finall quantity of his face, that it would 
not hold the propofed flaflies ; becaufe my 
journey fhould not be in vain, I gave a fine 
plump-faced lacquey of his, the fourteen 
flaflies, and thofe of the largeft fize. But, 
faid the gentleman, I had rather you had 
given the matter fevcn, than the fervant 

Q^ fourteen; 

* The Spaniards often hire bullies to disfigure 
4iny one they have a grudge againft, by cutting atid 
Jlaihing them in the face.^ 
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fourteen •, in efFeft, you haVe not complied 
with me as was reafonable j but no matter, 
the thirty ducats I left as earneft, will 
make no difference: I kifs your hands, 
gentlemen -, and faying this, he took oflf his 
hat, and turned about to go away. But 
Monipodio laid hold on his cloak, faying. 
Stay, Sir, and comply with your promife ; 
for we have complied with our's, with a 
great deal of honour, and even more than 
we promifed ; there wants twenty ducats ; 
and you. Sir, (hall not ftir out from hence 
without giving it, or a pledge that is worth it. 
And do you. Sir, call this complying with- 
your word, anfwered the gentleman, to flafh 
the fervant, when you fhould have flafhed 
the matter ? Sir, it anfwers the end very 
well, faid Chiquiznaque ; I think it is well 
done, do not you remember the proverb, 
that fays. He that loves Bertram, loves his 
dog ? Well, in what manner can you ap- 
ply this proverb ? replied the gentleman. 
Whyi, is it not the fame, proceeded Chiquiz- 
naque^ as to fay. He that hates Bertram, hates 
his dog ? and fo Bertram is the merchant, 
you. Sir, wifti him ill , his lacquey is the 
dog, and the flafliing the dog is flalhing 
Bertram \ and now that doubt is folyed, 
and explains itfelf 5 for which reafon ttere 
18 nothmg more to do, than to pay imm e- 
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diately, without any delay, or the leaft men- 
tion of abatement. This I will fwear w^l 
to, added Monipodio^ and you have t^ken 
it out of my mouth, friend Chiquiznaque^ 
and all that you have faid -, and fo. Sir, do 
not ftand upon trifles with your fervants 
and friends, but take my counfel, and pay 
what is earned j and if you plcafe that wc 
fhould give another flafhing to the matter, 
as much as his face can carry, make account 
that he is already under the furgeon*s hands. 
If you do this, anfwered the gentleman, I 
-will willingly pay for both the one and the 
other, without any abatement. Make no 
more doubt of it, faid Monipodio^ than of 
being a chriftian^ for Chiquiznaque (hall 
mark him in fuch a manner, as if he had 
been born with it. With this fecurity and 
promifc, anfwered the gentleman, receive 
this gold chain in pledge of the twenty du- 
cats owing, and of forty I offer for the 
flafhing to cohk ; it weighs a thoufand ry- 
als i and it may all be worked out, for I 
have a pcrfon in my eye to whom it will 
be needful before long, to give other four- 
teen flafhes. Tlien he took off a chain 
which he wore about his neck, and gave it 
to Monipodio^ which as to the colour and 
weight he faw was no deceit. Monipo- 
dio received it with a great deal* of 
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pkafure and complaifance, becaufe he was 
4rxtremely well bred; the execution was 
left to Cbfqufznaque's charge, who only took 
that night to do it. The gentleman went 
away very well contented, and prefently 
after Monipodio called them that were ab- 
fent, who had hid themfelves in holes and 
corners for fear of the magiftrate. All 
came down, and Monipcdio placing himfelf 
in the midft of them, took out a memoran- 
dum book, which he carried in the hood 
of his cloak, and gave it to Rinconete to 
read, becaufe he did not know how himfelf. 
Rinconete opened it, and in the firft leaf he 
faw was written, a memorandum of the 
Ilaflies which are to be given this week. 

The firft is the merchant in the crofs-way, 
worth fifty crowns, received thirty on ac- 
count \ CUquiznaque to execute it. 

I do not believe, child, there is any other, 
tsixd Monipodio ', go on J and fee where it fays,a 
memorandum of the cudgelings or beatings. 
Rinconete turned over the lear, and on ano- 
ther was written, a memorandum of the * 
cudgelings or baftinadoes. 

The cellar man that fells clover grafe; 
twelve baftinadoes, and thofe well laid on, 

at 

• The Spaniards are fo fpiteful a people, and yet 
fuci! great cowards, that if Uiey have a pique againft 
any perfon, they dare not revenge themfelves^ but 
hire thefe bravoes to do it. * 
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"at a crown each •, received eight on account, 
the time allowed is fix days i Maniferro to 
execute it. 

This may be crofled out, faid Maniferro ; 
for this night I ftiall difcharge it. 

Is there any more, child ? £aid Monipodio. 
Yes, there is another, anfwered Rinconeie^ 
which fays thus. The hunch-back taylor, 
who goes by the name of Gold Finch^ fix 
ballinadoes heavily laid on, at the requeft 
of the lady who left the necklace ; Ikfmo- 
■chado to execute it. I wonder much, faid 
Monipodio^ that this is not difcharged, with- 
out doubt, fomewhat has happened to Def 
mochado^ for it is two days paft the time al- 
lowed, and he has not fet z, fl:itch in this 
bufinefs. I met him yefterday, faid Mani- 
ferro^ and he told me the hunch-back being 
fick, was obliged to keep within doors, 
which was the* reafon he had not executed 
it. This I believe to be true, faid Monipor- 
dio, becaufe I believe Defmocbado to be fa 
good a workman- tKat-i*-^<*>^' u^^ Li%.i-ii avi**- 
fo jult an impediment, ere now he would 
have made an end of things of great- 
er importance. Is there anyj thing 
more than this, my little lad ? No, Sir, an- 
fwered Rinconete. Well, go forward, faid 
Monipodio^ and fee where it fays. Memo- 
randum of common injuries. Rinconete went 
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forward, and found written in another, leaf. 
Memorandum of common injuries j that is 
to fay, * Blows over the face with viols full 
of ink, nailing of San Benitos and horns at 
people*s doors, jeerings and fcoffings, frigh- 
tening folks, isle. What does it fay imder- 
ncath? faid Mmpodio. It fays, replied 
Rinconete^ Anointings with the oil of juni- 
per in the houfe of Do not mention the 

. houfe ; for I already know where it is, re- 
plied Monipodio^ for I am the manager of 
thefc trifling things •, and there are already 
given, on account, four crowns, the whole 
is eight. It is very true, faid Rinconete^ for 
this is all written here •, and a little below 

it fays. Nailing of horns at — ^Do not 

.read, izxi Monipodio^ the houfe or where, 
for it is enough to do the wrong, without 
* telling it publicly -, and it is a great load 
to the confcience, at leaft, I had rather 
nail a hundred J horns, and as many San f 
Benitos, fo that they pay me for my trou- 
pic, i«UK,T-.*m„ vui u o«rp, although it 
was to the mother that bore me. The 
executor of this, faid Rinconete^ is Nari- 
^ -_ . . , guetta. 

• This IS done to disfigure peopk. 

X Nothing raifcs the Spanilh blood fo much, as 
even the bare mention of horns, fo that nailing them 
at their doors i^ the higheft afiVont imaginable. 

+ A San Benito is a fort of a crofs worn by con- 
vcitcd Jews, when they come out of the inquifuian. 
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guetta. This is already done, and paid for, ^ 
faid Monipodio ; fee if there is any thing 
more ; and if my memory fails me not, 
there fhould be a memorandum of a fright, 
of twenty crowns, half is already paid j the 
whole community are to execute it, the 
time allowed, is the remainder of this pre- 
fent month; it muft be punftually complied 
without failing a tittle ; and it Vill be one 
of the beft things of this fort, that has hap- 
pened in this city for many years. Give me 
the book, young man, for I know there is 
no more, and I know alfo that our bufinefs 
is very dead at prefent ; but after this time 
another will come, and there will be more 
to do than we care for ; for a leaf does not 
move without the will of God, and we do 
not oblige people to revenge themfelves by 
force of any one -, but the worft is, every 
ir»an is valiant in his own caufe, and is not 
willing to pay for the workmanfhip of the 
workj if he can do it with his own hands. 
It is very true, faid RepoUdo •, but pray Don 
Monipodio^ fee what orders you have to 
give us ; for it grows late, and the heat 
comes on us apace. Obfcrve your orders, 
gentlemen, faid Monipodio > you are all to 
repair to your polls, and let no one ftir 
from them till Sunday \ for we will meet to- 
gether then, at this very place, and will 
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divick amongft us what we get, without 
defrading any one. To Rinconete the Goodj 
and Cortadillo^ I give you for your diftricl 
until Sunday^ from the golden tower out of 
the city, to the gate of the caftle, where you 
may exercife your art-, for I have feen others 
of lefs abilities than you, go off with twen- 
ty ryals a day in fmall monty,befides filver, 
with one pack of cards only. Thisdiftrift 
Salvato will fhew you ; and although you 
Ihould extend yourfelf unto St. Sebajiian and 
St. Elmo^ it is not much matter, although 
it is a rule amongft us, that.no one muft 
meddle with what does not belong to him. 
The two novices kiffed his hand for the fa- 
vour he had Ihewed them, promifing to 
do their bufmefs well and faithfully, with 
all diligence and circumfpeftion. With 
this Monipodio drew a folded paper ovit 
of the hood of his cloak, which contained 
a lift of the fraternity ; and laid to Rinco^ 
nete^ Put your name there, as likewife that 
of Ccrtndillo •, but becaufe there was no ink- 
horn, he gave them the paper, that they 
might take it with them, and write their 
names at the firft apothecary's fhop they 
fhould come to, fetting down Rinconete and 
Cortadilh brothers, no novicefhip, Rinco- 
nete z cheat, Cortadilh a cut-purfe, the day 
of the month, and the year, without fay- 
ing 



( ^T7 ) 

ing any thing of fathers or country. Whilft 
they they were talking thus, one of the 
old hornets came in, and faid, I am come 
to tell you, gentlemen, that juft now I 
met with Lobillo of Malaga^ and he tells 
me, that he comes improved in his art, to 
fo great a degree, that with clean cards, he 
can cheat aJ^/^^w him felf; and becaufe he is 
but in a Ihabby condition, he does not 
come immediately to regifter himfelf, and 
pay his ufual obedience, but on Sunday he 
will be here without fail. I always thought, 
faid MonipodiOy that this Lobillo would be 
an excellent proficient in his art, becaufe 
he has the bed, and moft accommodate 
hands for that bufinefs any man could de- 
fire ; for to be a good workman in one's 
bufinefe, it is as ^neceflary to have good 
inftruments to work with, as a good ge- 
nius to learn it. I likewife met, faid the 
old hornet, in one of the inns in theZ))'^V 
Jirett^ the Jew in the habit of a clergyman, 
who went to lodge there, having learned 
that two Peruvians lodged therein, and he 
had a mind to fee, if he could not clinch 
them in play, although but for a fmall mat- 
ter, that there might lomething come of it; 
he alfo fay s,on 5«;^^, without fail, he willjoin 
us,and give acount of himfelf. ThisJ^w al- 
io, faid Monipodio^ is a keen hawk, and has 
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a great d^al of knowledge; it is a long time 
fmce I have feen him, and he does not do 
VvTell-, but if he does not mend, I fhall un- 
frock him, and let all the world know, the 
thief is no more in orders than a Turk^ and 
knows no more Latin than my mother. 
Is there any more news ? No, anfwered the 
old hornet, at leaft that I know of. Well, 
may it be in a good hour, faid Monipodio^ 
you, gentlemen, take this money, and di- 
vide it amongft you all ; there's forty ryals, 
and let no one be abfent on Sunday. They 
all returned him their thanks, ai;id turned 
to embrace each othen Repolido with Ca- 
riharta^ Efcalanta with Maniferro^ and Ga- 
nanciofa with Chiquiznaque^ agreeing that at 
night, after they had done the work of the 
houfe, they would go to dame Pifotd% \ 
where alfo Monipodio faid, he would go to 
regifter the baiket of linnen ; but that firft 
he muft execute the anointing with the oil 
of juniper. He embraced Rinccnete and 
Cortadillo j and giving them his blefling, 
fent them away, charging them never to 
flay long in a place •, for that would be to 
their disadvantage. Salvato accompanied 
them, to fhew them their pofts,^ putting 
them in mind not to be abfent on: Sundciy^ 
becaufe he belived Monipodio was to read a 
lecture on their art -, with this hf went 
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away,' leaving the two companions in ad- 
miration at what they had feen. Rinconete^ 
though but a boy, had very good natural 
parts; and as he had affifted his father in 
diftributing the pope's bulls, he knew 
fomething of good language, and could 
not forbear laughing to think of the words 
which he had heard from Monipodio^ and 
the reft of that bicfled community ; how they 
brought out Adverjary for Anniverfary^ ^id 
how Cariharta faid that Repclido was a Tar-^ 
peyan failor, and a tiger of Ocana^ inftead 
of Hyrcania^ with a thoufand other imper- 
tinencies, elpecially when flie faid that the 
trouble Ihe had to get the twenty^four ry- 
als, fhe hoped might be difcounted by hea- 
ven for.Jier fins. He admired much at o- 

thcr dtttS^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ nature ; and above 
all, tne%curity they were in, and the con- 
fidence they had of their^ going to heaven ; 
their ftriftnefs and conftancy at divine wor-^ 
Ihip, when they were fo full of thefts, ho- 
micides and offences againft God -, and he 
laughed to think of the good old woman 
Pipota^ who left the bafket of ftolen linnen 
under care in her houfe, and went to place 
little candles to the faints -, and with this 
flie thought to go to heaven, without peep- 
ing into purgatory : He was no lefs afto- 
nilhed at the obedience and fefped all of 
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them paid Monipodio^ being a clownilh, 
cruel, and wicked fellow 5 he confidered 
what he had read in his memorandum, book, 
and the barbarous employment they all fol- 
lowed : Laftly^ he exaggerated the carekff- 
nefs of the magiftrates of that famous city of 
Seville^ for fuffering fuch an inhuman ^nd 
pernicious fet of people, almoft publicly, 
and he propofed to advife his companion, 
not to ftay long in fo wicked and diflblute 
a company j however, being carried away 
by his youth and little experience, he ftaid 
with them fome months, in which time 
there happened things which would fill a 
large volume j and fo I leave him for another 
opportunity, to tell of his life and actions, 
with thofe of his m2&.^r Monipodio^ and 
other adventures in that infamous acade- 
my ; all which are worthy of confideration, 
and may ferve as an example and advice tc 
the reader. 
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